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“| see friends who take medicine. | think the 
treatment is worse than the disease.” 


If this is what you believe, then here’s something new to consider. 


Treatments and what we know about HIV are changing. 
We've learned that even if you look good and feel healthy, 
the virus is fighting every day against your immune system — 
a fight it may someday win. 

VIRACEPT is a powerful new protease inhibitor now 
available for the treatment of HIV infection when anti-HIV 
drug therapy is warranted. VIRACEPT is generally well- 
tolerated, is taken three times a day with your normal meals 
of light snacks, and requires no special dietary restrictions. 

Most importantly, VIRACEPT is effective. In many 
people, VIRACEPT lowered the amount of HIV in the blood 
to levels below the limit of detection of the test used, and 
substantially increased CD4 cell counts after 24 weeks of 
triple combination therapy. And in laboratory studies, HIV 
obtained from five patients that became resistant to 
VIRACEPT was not resistant to other protease inhibitors. (The 
clinical significance of laboratory studies of protease inhibitor 
resistance and changes in viral RNA levels in blood has not 
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been established for VIRACEPT. The virus may still be present 
in other organ systems.) 

People treated with VIRACEPT may experience some 
side effects; the most common is mild to moderate diarrhea 
in approximately 20% of people in clinical trials. There 
are some common medications and some AIDS-related 
medications you should not take with VIRACEPT. It is 
important to discuss with your doctor all other medications 
that you are taking. 

We still can’t make any long-term promises, since 
it is not yet known whether taking VIRACEPT will help you live 
longer or reduce the number of infections or other illnesses 
that can occur with HIV. But we can tell you that yesterday's 
HIV beliefs are quickly becoming today’s myths. 

Talk to your doctor about VIRACEPT, and begin to 
consider something new. Or for more details, call toll free 


1-888-VIRACEPT or visit www.agouron.com. 


VMIRACE Cae 


nelfinavir mesylate 


Refer to the important information on the next page. 


———— 


VMIRACEPT 


nelfinavir mesylate 


TABLETS and ORAL POWDER 
BRIEF SUMMARY: For complete prescribing information, see package insert. 


VIRACEPT is indicated for the treatment of HIV infection when antiretroviral therapy is warranted. This 
indication is based on surrogate marker changes in patients who received VIRACEPT in combination with 
nucleoside analogues or alone for up to 24 weeks. At present, there are no results from controlled trials 
evaluating the effect of therapy with VIRACEPT on clinical progression of HIV infection, such as survival or the 
incidence of opportunistic infections. 


CONTRAINDICATIONS 
VIRACEPT is contraindicated in patients with clinically significant hypersensitivity to any of its components. 


WARNING 
Patients with Phenylketonuria: VIRACEPT Oral Powder contains 11.2 mg phenylalanine per gram of powder. 


VIRACEPT should not be administered concurrently with terfenadine, astemizole, cisapride, triazolam or 
midazolam, because competition for CYP3A by nelfinavir could result in inhibition of the metabolism of these 
drugs and create the potential for serious and/or life-threatening cardiac arrhythmias or prolonged sedation. 


PRECAUTIONS 
General 

Nelfinavir is principally metabolized by the liver. Therefore, caution should be exercised when 
administering this drug to patients with hepatic impairment. 

Resistance/Cross Resistance: Because the potential for HIV cross resistance between protease inhibitors 
has not been fully explored, it is unknown what effect nelfinavir therapy will have on the activity of 
subsequently administered protease inhibitors. (See MICROBIOLOGY in complete prescribing information.) 


Hemophilia 

There have been reports of increased bleeding, including spontaneous skin hematomas and hemarthrosis, 
in patients with hemophilia type A and B treate with protease inhibitors. In some patients, additional factor 
VIIl was given. In more than half of the reported cases, treatment with protease inhibitors was continued or 
reintroduced. A causal relationship has not been established. 


Information For Patients : of 

For optimal absorption, patients should be advised to take VIRACEPT with food. (See Pharmacokinetics 
and DOSAGE AND eli ores 

Patients should be informed that VIRACEPT is not a cure for HIV infection and that they may continue to 
acquire illnesses associated with advanced HIV infection, including opportunistic infections. 

Patients should be told that the long-term effects of VIRACEPT are unknown at this time. They should be 
told that there is currently no data demonstrating that VIRACEPT therapy can reduce the risk of transmitting 
HIV to others through sexual contact or blood contamination. 

Patients should be advised to take VIRACEPT every day as prescribed. Patients should not alter the dose or 
discontinue therapy without consulting with their doctor. If a dose is missed, patients should take the dose as 
soon as possible and then return to their normal schedule. However, if a dose is skipped, the patient should 
not double the next dose. 

The most frequent adverse event associated with VIRACEPT is diarrhea, which can usually be controlled 
with non-prescription drugs, such as loperamide, which slow gastrointestinal motility. 

VIRACEPT may interact with some drugs, therefore, patients should be advised to report to their doctor the 
use of any other prescription or non-prescription medication. ; 

Patients receiving oral contraceptives should be instructed that alternate or additional contraceptive 
measures should be used during therapy with VIRACEPT. 


Drug Interactions 

Nelfinavir is an inhibitor of CYP3A (cytochrome P450 3A). Coadministration of VIRACEPT and drugs 

rimarily metabolized by CYP3A may result in increased plasma concentrations of the other drug that could 

increase or ee both its therapeutic and adverse effects. Nelfinavir is metabolized in part by CYP3A. 
Coadministration of VIRACEPT and drugs that induce CYP3A may decrease nelfinavir plasma concentrations 
and reduce its therapeutic effect. Coadministration of VIRACEPT and drugs that inhibit CYP3A may increase 
nelfinavir plasma concentrations. 

Based on known metabolic profiles, clinically significant drug interactions are not expected between 
VIRACEPT and dapsone, trimethoprim/sulfamethoxazole, clarithromycin, azithromycin, erythromycin, 
itraconazole or fluconazole. 


Antihistamines 

Terfenadine: Administration of terfenadine with VIRACEPT resulted in the appearance of unchanged 
terfenadine in plasma; therefore, VIRACEPT should not be administered concurrently with terfenadine 
because of the potential for serious and/or life-threatening cardiac arrhythmias. Because a similar interaction 


is likely, VIRACEPT should also not be administered concurrently with astemizole. 


Anti-HIV protease inhibitors 
indinavir: Coadministration of indinavir with VIRACEPT resulted in an 83% increase in nelfinavir plasma 
AUC and a 51% increase in indinavir plasma AUC. The safety of this combination has not been established. 
Ritonavir: Coadministration of ritonavir with VIRACEPT resulted in a 152% increase in nelfinavir 
AUC and very little change in ritonavir plasma AUC. The safety of this combination has not been established. 
Saquinavir: Coadministration of saquinavir with VIRACEPT resulted in an 18% increase in nelfinavir plasma 
AUC and a 392% increase in saquinavir plasma AUC. If used in combination, no dose adjustments are needed. 


Antifungal agents 

Ketoconazole: Coadministration of ketoconazole with VIRACEPT resulted in a 35% increase in nelfinavir 
plasma AUC. This change was not considered clinically significant and no dose adjustment is needed when 
ketoconazole and VIRACEPT are coadministered. 


Anti-HIV reverse transcriptase inhibitors 
Didanosine: It is recommended that didanosine be administered on an empty stomach; therefore. 
nelfinavir should be administered wi food) one hour after or more than two hours before didanosine. 
Zidovudine: Coadministration of zidovudine and lamivudine with VIRACEPT resulted in a 35% decrease in 
zidovudine plasma AUC. A dose adjustment is not needed when zidovudine is administered with VIRACEPT. 
Little or no change in the pharmacokinetics of either drug was observed when VIRACEPT was 
coadministered with /amivudine or stavudine. 


Antimycobacterial agents 

Rifabutin: Coadministration of rifabutin and VIRACEPT resulted in a 32% decrease in nelfinavir plasma 
AUC and a 207% increase in rifabutin plasma AUC. Itis recommended that the dose of rifabutin be reduced to 
one-half the usual dose when administered with VIRACEPT. 

Rifampin: Coadministration of rifampin and VIRACEPT resulted in an 82% decrease in nelfinavir plasma 
AUC. VIRACEPT and rifampin should not be coadministered. 


Oral Contraceptives 

Fthinyl estradiol and norethindrone: Coadministration of VIRACEPT with OVCON-35 resulted in a 47% 
decrease in ethinyl estradiol and an 18% decrease in norethindrone plasma concentrations. Alternate or 
additional contraceptive measures should be used during therapy with VIRACEPT. 


Carcinogenesis and Mutagenesis 

Carcinogenicity studies in animals have not yet been completed. Nelfinavir was not, however, mutagenic or 
clastogenic in a battery of in vitro and in vivo tests including microbial mutagenesis (Ames), mouse 
lymphoma, chromosome aberrations in human lymphocytes, and an in vivo rat micronucleus assay. 


Pregnancy, Fertility and Reproduction — Pregnancy Category B 

Comparisons of systemic exposure are based on the steady-state area under the plasma concentration time 
curve (AUC) observed in humans receiving the recommended therapeutic dose. Nelfinavir produced no effects 
on either male or female mating and fertility or embryo survival in rat studies at exposures comparable to 
human therapeutic exposure. There were also no effects on fetal development or maternal toxicity when 
nelfinavir was administered to pregnant rats at systemic exposures comparable to human exposure. 
Administration of nelfinavir to pregnant rabbits resulted in no fetal development effects up toadose at whicha 
slight decrease in maternal body weight was observed; however, even at the highest dose evaluated, systemic 
exposure in rabbits was significantly lower than human exposure. Additional studies in rats indicated that 
exposure to nelfinavir in females from mid-pregnancy through lactation had no effect on the survival, growth, 
and development of the offspring to weaning. Subsequent reproductive performance of these offspring was 
also not affected by maternal exposure to nelfinavir. However, there are no adequate and well-controlled 
studies in pregnant women. Because animal reproduction studies are not always predictive of human 
response, VIRACEPT should be used during pregnancy only if clearly needed. 


Nursing Mothers 

The US Public Health Service Centers for Disease Control and Prevention advises HIV-infected women not 
to breast-feed to avoid postnatal transmission of HIV to a child who may not yet be infected. Studies in 
lactating rats have demonstrated that nelfinavir is excreted in milk. It is not known whether nelfinavir is 
excreted in human milk. 


Pediatric Use 

Nelfinavir was studied in one open-label, uncontrolled trial in 38 pediatric patients ranging in age from 2 to 
13 years. In order to achieve plasma concentrations in pediatric patients which approximate those observed 
in adults, the recommended pediatric dose is 20-30 ma/kg given three times daily, not to exceed 750 mg 
three times a day. (See DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION) 

A similar adverse event profile was seen during the pediatric clinical trial as in adult patients. The 
evaluation of the antiviral activity of nelfinavir in pediatric patients is ongoing. 

The safety, effectiveness and pharmacokinetics of nelfinavir have not been evaluated in pediatric patients 
below the age of 2 years. 


ADVERSE REACTIONS 

The safety of VIRACEPT was studied in over 1500 patients who received drug either alone or in 
combination with nucleoside analogues (d4T or ZDV/3TC). The majority of adverse events were of mild 
intensity. The most frequently reported adverse event among patients receiving VIRACEPT was diarrhea, 
which was generally of mild to moderate intensity. 

Drug-related clinical adverse experiences of moderate or severe intensity in >2% of patients treated 
with VIRACEPT coadministered with ZDV plus 3TC (Study 511) or in combination with d4T (Study 506) for up to 
24 weeks are presented in Table 1. 


Table 1-Percentage of Patients with Treatment-Emergent' Adverse Events of Moderate or Severe 
Intensity Reported in >2% of Patients 


Study 511 Study 506_ 
Naive Patients Experienced Patients 
Adverse Events Placebo 500 mgTID | 750mgTID Placebo | 500mgTID | 750mgTID 
+ VIRACEPT | VIRACEPT + | VIRACEPT | VIRACEPT 
ZDV/3TC | +ZDV/3TC | +ZDV/3TC d4T | +d4T +047 
(n=101) (n=97) (n=100) (n=109) | (n=98) (n=101) 
Body as a Whole | 
Abdominal Pain 1% 0 0 3% 2% 4% 
Asthenia 2% 1% 1% 4% | 3% 1% 
Digestive System | 
Diarrhea L 3% 14% 20% 10% | 28% 32% 
Nausea 4% 3% 7% 1% | 3% 2% 
Flatulence 0 5% 2% 4% 8% 3% 
Skin/Appendages | 
Rash 1% 1% 3% 0 | 4% 3% 
1 Includes those adverse events at least possibly related to study drug or of unknown relationship and excludes 
concurrent HIV conditions 
Adverse events occurring in less than 2% of patients receiving VIRACEPT in all phase W/II clinical trials 
and considered at least possibly related or of unknown relationship to treatment and of at least moderate 


severity are listed below. 
Body as a Whole: accidental injury, allergic reaction, back pain, fever, headache, malaise, and pain. 
Digestive System: anorexia, dyspepsia, epigastric pain, gastrointestinal bleeding, hepatitis, mouth ulceration, 
pancreatitis and vomiting. 
Hemic/Lymphatic System: anemia, leukopenia and thrombocytopenia. 
Metabolic/Nutritional System: increases in alkaline phosphate, amylase, creatine phosphokinase, lactic 
dehydrogenase, SGOT, SGPT and gamma glutamy! transpeptidase; hyperlipemia, hyperuricemia, 
hypoglycemia, dehydration, and liver function tests abnormal. 
Musculoskeletal System: arthralgia, arthritis, cramps, myalgia, myasthenia and myopathy. 
Nervous System: anxiety, depression, dizziness, emotional ability, hyperkinesia, insomnia, migraine, 
paresthesia, seizures, sleep disorder, somnolence and suicide ideation. 
Respiratory System: dyspnea, pharyngitis, rhinitis, and sinusitis. 
Skin/Appendages: dermatitis, folliculitis, fungal dermatitis, maculopapular rash, pruritus, sweating, and urticaria. 
Special Senses: acute iritis and eye disorder. 
Urogenital System: kidney calculus, sexual dysfunction and urine abnormality. 
Laboratory Abnormalities 

Few patients experienced significant laboratory abnormalities while receiving VIRACEPT. The percentage of 
patients with marked laboratory abnormalities in Studies 511 and 506 are presented in Table 2. Marked 
laboratory abnormalities are defined as a Grade 3 or 4 abnormality in a patient with a normal baseline value or 
2 Grade 4 abnormality in a patient with a Grade 1 abnormality at baseline. 


Table 2—Percentage of Patients by Treatment Group With Marked Laboratory Abnormalities’ in 
>2% of Patients 


| Study 511 Study 506_ 
| Naive Patients Experienced Patients 
Placebo | SO0mgTID | 750mgTID| Placebo | 500mgTID | 750mgTID 
+ VIRACEPT | VIRACEPT + VIRACEPT | VIRACEPT 
| ZDw3TC |+ZDW/3TC |+ZDV/3TC d4T +047 +047. 
(n=101) | (n=97) (n=100) (n=109) (n=98) (n=101) 
Hematology | 
Hemoglobin 6% 3% 2% 0 0 0 
Neutrophils | 4% | 3% 5% 1% 1% 4% 
Lymphocytes 1% | 6% 1% 1% 1% 0 
Chemistry 1 
ALT (SGPT) 6% | 1% 1% 1% 3% 2% 
AST (SGOT) 4% | 1% 0 0 3% 3% 
Creatine | 7% 2% 2% 4% 5% 6% 
Kinase | 
’ Marked laboratory abnormalities are defined as a shift from Grade 0 at baseline to at least Grade 3 or from Grade 1 to Grade 4 
OVERDOSAGE 


Human experience of acute overdose with VIRACEPT is limited. There is no specific antidote for overdose 
with VIRACEPT. If indicated, elimination of unabsorbed drug should be achieved by emesis or gastric lavage. 
Administration of activated charcoal may also be used to aid removal of unabsorbed drug. Since nelfinavir is 
highly protein bound, dialysis is unlikely to significantly remove drug from blood. 


DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Adults: The recommended dose is 750 mg (three 250 mg aa li times daily. VIRACEPT should be 
taken with a meal or light snack. Antiviral activity of VIRACEPT is enhanced when VIRACEPT is administered 
in combination with nucleoside analogues. Therefore, it is recommended that VIRACEPT be used in 
combination with nucleoside analogues. 

Pediatric Patients ro years): The recommended oral dose of VIRACEPT for pediatric patients 2 to 13 
years of age is 20-30 mg/kg per dose, three times daily with a meal or a light snack. (See complete 
prescribing information for dosage table.) For children unable to take tablets, VIRACEPT Oral Powder may be 
administered. VIRACEPT Oral Powder should not be reconstituted with water in its original container. 


HOW SUPPLIED 
VIRACEPT (nelfinavir mesylate) Tablets, 250 mg are light blue, capsule-shaped tablets engraved with 
“V|RACEPT” on one side and “250 mg” on the other. 
Available as: 
NDC 63010-010-27, bottle containing 270 tablets 
VIRACEPT (nelfinavir mesylate) Oral Powder, 50 mg/g is an off-white powder containing 50 mg (as 
nelfinavir free base) in each level scoopful (1 gram). 
Available as: 
NDC 63010-011-90, multiple use bottle containing 144 grams of powder with scoop. 
VIRACEPT Tablets and Oral Powder should be stored at 15° to 30° C (59° to 86° F). 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
La Jolla, California 92037, USA 


Issued 3/14/97 
Call 1.888. VIRACEPT 


VIRACEPT is a registered trademark of Agouron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
©1997, Agouron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
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No other viatical company provides these assurances: 


¢ Washington Viatical Network, Inc. never purchases insurance 
policies from its clients, thereby assuring you that the transaction is 
in your best financial interest. 


Washington Viatical Network, Inc. presents your application to 
no less than 15 different viatical purchasers to ensure that you 
receive the highest possible benefits for your insurance policy. 
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ONE OFTHE MAJOR REASONS | CHOSE A CAREER IN JOURNALISM was that | figured it 
was one of the few jobs (besides, of course, male supermodel or arms dealer) that would 
afford me the opportunity to travel. 

When | was growing up, travel was a luxury unavailable to my family. We were fortunate 
enough to be able to manage a week away at a seaside resort once a year, or to visit relatives, 
but packing up the family and going somewhere far away and different just wasn’t in the bud- 
get next to medicine, mortgage payments, tuition, food, and car payments. Instead, | read— 
make that devoured—National Geographic every month, vicariously stalking piranhas in the 
Amazon, reveling at Mardi Gras in New Orleans, studying wildlife in the Galapagos, sampling 
haute cuisine in Paris. 

My first taste of international travel came at age 10, when my family, visiting relatives in 
upstate New York, decided to cross the border into Canada to spend the day in Ottawa. If 
you’ve never been to Canada’s capital, | can tell you it’s quite beautiful (at least it was to my 
young eyes). There were manicured parks surrounding canals, streets choked with bicyclists, 
French- and British-flavored architecture, and a past that seemed so very rooted compared to 
the resort culture | was familiar with on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. It was like something out 
of a movie to me, but more importantly, it acquainted me with the possibility that, contained 
in other cultures, might be answers (and questions) that had never occurred to me before. At 
that age the questions were like, “Wow! Are sandals cooler than sneakers?” Later, those ques- 
tions would be replaced by meatier topics such as,“Where does the line fall between humani- 
tarian intervention and arrogant interference in a country’s internal affairs?” 

It was another 16 years before | made another border crossing, this time to Jamaica with 
my older, very well-traveled then-boyfriend. | dreamed of some idyllic beachfront shack where 
reggae rocked us to sleep at night; his travel agent booked us into a resort straight out of 
Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous. The place was teaming with alcoholic European aristocrats, 
fashion designers, pop stars, models—and a complement of surly albino peacocks. | wanted to 
groove with the natives and soak up Jamaican culture; | was checked into a real-life sequel to 
White Mischief. But, hey, ringing in the new year with Lord This and the Duchess That was light 
years away from killing a 40 (ounce malt-liquor big boy, for you non-bon vivants) with my 
neighbors in my New York tenement—and it provided me with a wealth of yet more ques- 
tions and answers. 

Since then, thanks in no small part to airline fares that are a fraction of what they were 
when | was a kid, I've managed to see a bit more of the world: Paris’s flea markets, the 
Croisette in Cannes, Fiji's Coral Coast, Florida’s Everglades, the seals at Big Sur, Louisiana’s 
Bayous, Utah's alpine mountains, and Mexico's Baja coast—and the questions and answers still 
keep coming. From drinking in the scenery, talking to the people, and just absorbing as much 
as | possibly can,! have come to see life as a buffet of possibilities rather than a groaning 
board of requirements. 

| still dream of hearing the samba in Rio, taking the libertine’s tour of Amsterdam, being 
awakened by the Moslem call to prayer in Istanbul, scaling Kilimanjaro in Africa, touring Ho 
Chi Minh City by motorbike, and dancing the merengue in Havana. And with a little determina- 
tion, luck, and time, | will. 

But I’ve got to cut this short. My Thai barbecue’s just arrived, and for now, that’s about as 
exotic as things are going to get. From you, however, | expect a postcard... 


Peter McQuaid 


Editor in Chief ° 
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AND THE FEATHERS FLY 
Ahh...would that it was just the Marlboro 
Man versus RuPaul, as Tim Bergling’s “Sissy- 
phobia” article states [Genre, issue #52].As a 
child | was told that | was tough enough to 
be a “real” man; your article tells me that 
Femzilla is the alternative. Apparently, it’s hard 
for people to understand the middle ground. 
| don’t have the nerve to be Priscilla, Queen of 
the Desert on Eighth Avenue, but | also don’t 
have the desire to pretend | know the differ- 
ence between the Yankees and the Mets.| can 
change the oil in my car and wrestle with my 
dog in the park; however, many men only 
notice that | have a giggle and call my best 
friends “honey.” Contrary to your article, 
these men love drag queens and flamboyance 
for their fabulousness, remember? Real sissy- 
phobia is reserved for those whose only sissy 
behavior is to be themselves. 
David Sanchez 
New York, NY 


Thank you, Tim Bergling, for your article 
“Sissyphobia.” Speaking only for my celibate, 
church-attending, sports-loving, denim and 
Banana Republic-attired, conservative, Re- 
publican, closeted self, | have had it up to 
my 5 o'clock shadow with “the diversity of 
the homosexual community.” | have been to 
events where not a camera could be found 
and yet, the (male) queens and (female) 
butch dykes still held court. You use such a 
phrase only to placate a heterosexual soci- 
ety that is understandably offended by many 
of your standard behaviors (i.e. “Three- 
ways,” this same issue!) that have nothing to 
do with your “personalities” —feminine or 
otherwise. Mr. Bergling’s final comment that 
the homosexual (“gay” is not in my vocabu- 
lary, except at Christmas) community is “like 
a teenager discovering his identity” is on the 
mark.When you all grow up, | might consid- 
er joining the family. Until then, count me 
out of being “out.” Sign me, 

“Strictly Male and Not Ashamed 
of It from California” 
ACawi@aol.com 


Tim Bergling Responds: | learned a lot about my 
own prejudices and internalized homophobia— 
maybe more than | wanted to—while | re- 
searched and wrote this piece. No one should 
apologize for not being terribly attracted to 
effeminate, flamboyant men; we all have our 
personal tastes in bedfellows and shouldn’t have 
to defend them. But please don’t lump me in 
with your “celibate, church-attending, sports-lov- 
ing, denim and Banana Republic-attired, conser- 
vative, Republican, closeted self” as you decry the 
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diversity of the gay community. | wore a Marine 
Corps uniform for nearly eight years to protect 
that community's right to express its diversity, 
and while it’s true that | myself once loudly com- 
plained about the pink and powdered face the 
gay community sometimes shows to the world, 
I’ve come to realize it was |, and not my more 
festive brothers and sisters, who needed to grow 
up. You should never try to change your fami- 
ly...you learn to accept—and love—them as 
they are. Isn’t that what we all want? 


TAKING A STEP 

| just wanted to thank you for giving guys 
like myself just a little bit of hope and a rea- 
son to go on searching this world of ours for 
that “certain someone.” Living in a part of 
the country that barely tolerates “gay” as we 
know it, it’s nice to know that every month 
| have the distinct pleasure of receiving in 
my mailbox a copy of Genre that fulfills both 
the need to connect with other gay men as 
well as to inform and educate me on the 
current issues and trends affecting the gay 
community as a whole. 

Being single, in the closet, and basically 
thought of by friends and coworkers as 
straight, you are able to let me escape for an 
hour or two into the world to which | want 
so desperately to belong. | know it's hard to 
imagine that this type of transformation 
could possibly happen with a few dozen 
glossy pages and some buffed up men to look 
at in the process, but for me, it happens. | 
only wish that someday | can move to a big- 
ger city that will allow me the freedom to be 
who | am underneath it all, and to share my 
freedom with another man for years to come. 

Thanks guys!! Keep up the excellent work. 

Ron Mullins 
Bristol, IN 


THE ENVELOPE, PUH-LEEZE 
| wish to express my views on your fine 
magazine. | have subscribed to Genre for just 
over one year now, and | plan on continuing 
my subscription indefinitely. | enjoy the mu- 
sic, book, and movie reviews; the celebrities 
you feature have been most interesting— 
Mitchell Anderson, David Geffen, and Ru- 
Paul, to name a few. It is refreshing to have a 
gay magazine that is not full of lewd stor- 
ies and erotic photography. Don’t get me 
wrong; these things do not offend me, 
but sometimes one would like a change 

of pace. And for that, your magazine 
definitely fills the bill. 
Which leads me to the next point: 
Why the discreet mailer envelope? 
Genre certainly is not an adult magazine; 

| find it strange that it is treated as one. 
The message | feel the magazine is try- 

ing to convey is that one should be 
“proud” of one’s self and sexuality—but 
then the magazine shows up in my mail 
slot all covered up. | actually feel more 
embarrassed about this than if it was un- 
covered and out in the open.| understand 
that many people would have a problem 
with revealing the nature of the magazine 
they are receiving, but why not give peo- 

ple a choice about whether they receive 

it in a plain wrapper or out in the open? 
Rick Segura 

Toluca Lake, CA 


Editor’s Reply: We do appreciate the senti- 
ment, but sorry—no can do. The letter preced- 
ing yours is testament to the sad reality that for 
many of our readers, a mailing house’s mistake 
could have a life-wrecking impact (although he 
did not request that we withhold his name). 


EpiTor’s NOTE: 
We have received several letters querying 
the professional whereabouts of my illus- 
trious predecessor, Ronald Mark Kraft. He 
is now the editor of an online service 
called www.gay.net. You can E-mail him at 
ronk@gay.net. Our apologies for the tardy 
report on where he landed, and our best 
wishes for his success in his new endeavor. 


We welcome your comments. Send letters (in- 
cluding your name, city, and state) to: Genre, 
7080 Hollywood Blvd. #1104, Hollywood, CA 
90028, or you can E-mail us at: Genre@aol.com. 
Also visit our Web site at: http://www.gen- 
remagazine.com.We reserve the right to edit let- 
ters for reasons of space and clarity. 
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circuitPreview by Alan Brown, Out & About 
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rganizers have ambitiously 
CC dorcteuted the Fire and Ice 
party weekend in Phoenix 
(November 7th-9th) for its 
third year, importing a half- 
dozen DJs and relocating the 
parties into several high-profile 
venues around the city, includ- 
ing the new Phoenix Art 
Museum. The weekend is pro- 
duced by Desert Quest 
Productions, which distributes 
proceeds to area HIV-AIDS ser- 
vice organizations. 

Partying begins on Friday 
night from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. with 
a Storm party at the historic 
Tovrea Mansion, an outdoor 
space at 4633 E. Van Buren. 
Three Chicago DJs—Teri 
Bristol, Earl Pleasure, and Ralphi 
Rosario—will play in 20-minute 
rotations (a technique they per- 
fected together several years ago 
at Crobar), serving up their sig- 
nature funky house sound by 
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mixing in and out of 
each others’ selections. 

On Saturday night, 
from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m., 
the Fire & Ice ’97 party 
will take place at the 
Phoenix Civic Plaza 
Grand Ballroom (Third 
Street and Jefferson) in 
downtown Phoenix. DJs 
Darin Arrowood and 
Michael Fierman will 
split the program, with 
lighting designed by 
Ross of South Beach. 
Also featured are Tribal 
Rhythms by Seventh 
Wave Percussion. (An 
aside: Why does it seem 
that more and more 
parties are moving into 
convention centers and 
hotel ballrooms these 
days, with registration 
tables, drink tickets, gift 
bags, photo-ID badges, 
and everything but a 
keynote address?) 

A Sunday recovery 
brunch at The Gardens 
and Restaurant at Eddie’s Grill 
(4747 N. 7th Street) runs from 
noon until 4 p.m., followed by a 
closing Meltdown Party in the 
dramatic Great Hall of the new 
Phoenix Art Museum (1625 N. 
Central Avenue) featuring DJ 
Warren Gluck. 

Weekend passes, ranging from 
$70 to $140, are available through 
Box Office Tickets at 800-494- 
TIXS, or may be purchased 
electronically at the Web site at 
http://www. fireandice.com. 
Host hotel reservations may be 
made through Firstravel, at 
800-669-8885. 


s Thanksgiving weekend 

PR cores plans are firm- 
ing up for White Party Week in 
Miami (November 26th - 
December Ist), highlighted by 
the stylish White Party at 
Vizcaya, the early 20th-century 
Italianate villa on Biscayne Bay 


built by James Deering, heir to 
the International Harvester for- 
tune. Extensive media coverage 
of last year’s Vizcaya event 
included a December 8th New 
York Times article (“The Gay 
Party Planet Moves into a Wider 
Orbit”) describing the bash as 
«_..the crown jewel in the inter- 
national list of dance-until- 
after-dawn events called circuit 
parties.” After 13 years, it’s final- 
ly official! 

While the Vizcaya party it- 
self accommodates just 2,000 
revelers, White Party Weekend 
attracts some 10,000 to 15,000 
party-minded gay men to the 
deco hotels of South Beach, 
jamming nightclubs, gyms, 
and sidewalk cafes for the 
long weekend. Riding the crest 
of the Circuit party phenome- 
non, White Party Week has 
grown in scale over the past 
five years; there’s now a pro- 
liferation of private and com- 
mercial events unaffiliated with 
the Health Crisis Network 
(HCN) program. 

While HCN has worked dili- 
gently to maintain some control 
over the weekend schedule (and 
proceeds), aligning the various 
promotional forces vying for a 
slice of the lucrative party pie 
has been difficult. In a wise but 
ironic break from previous 
years’ protocol, HCN has offi- 
cially sanctioned several events 
produced by for-profit, out-of- 
town promoters, who include 
Jeffrey Sanker of his own J.-S. 
Enterprises, and Phil Smith, 
owner of Twilo in New York. 

Major events include Sanker’s 
third annual Friday night Snow 
Ball, again featuring DJ Abel, 
from 10 p.m. to 9 a.m. at the 
Miami Beach Convention 
Center. This was one of Sanker’s 
better parties last year, and it 
attracted a very large and ethni- 
cally diverse crowd, due in large 
part to the broad appeal of 
Abel’s Latin-flavored house 


sound. Since HCN’s sanctioned 
Snow Ball as the official Friday 
night event, Sanker has rented an 
even larger room in the Conven- 
tion Center this year, with over 
100,000 square feet of space. 

In order to take advantage of 
unusual venues, both Saturday's 
and Sunday’s main events will 
take place in Miami proper. 
Saturday’s Victory Party III, 
produced by HCN in associa- 
tion with Warsaw, will be held 
at the First Union Plaza, the 
ultramodern 15-story open atri- 
um in the heart of downtown 
Miami. DJ Mark Tarbox will 
spin from 10 p.m. to 3 a.m. 

Sunday night’s Noche 
Blanca—the alternate white 
party for those who can’t make 
Vizcaya—will feature DJ Junior 
Vasquez, a regular at Twilo in 
New York City. The party will 
be held in Terminal 12 at the 
Port of Miami, a huge boarding 
area for the gigantic cruise 
ships, and an ideal party space, 
according to Keith Cromley of 
HCN. A fleet of shuttle buses 
will ferry guests to and from 
Miami Beach for both events. 

Other weekend activities 
include a daytime beach party 
on Friday, a concert by Patti 
LaBelle at the James L. Knight 
Center on Saturday, and many, 
many private affairs. 

White Party Week is the high- 
est grossing party weekend in the 
US., raising about $860,000 for 
HCN and generating an estimat- 
ed $10 million in total economic 
impact for the area. For ticket 
information and hotel packages, 
contact Atlantis Events at 800- 
628-5268. For schedule updates, 
check the Web site at http:- 
//www.whitepartyweek.com. © 


Alan Brown is the party colum- 
nist for Out & About, the award- 
winning travel newsletter. Please 
fax upcoming party information 
to him at 212-645-6785, or E- 
mail him at EDreams@aol.com. 
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“A POTENT ANTI-AGING SKIN FORMULA 
“TUST FOR MEN’ 


Introducing a powerful formula tough enough to rejuvenate a man’s thicker skin. 
You can get an edge on time, environmental pollution and UV-—exposure. 
Our two-step system, Reface Scrub and Rejuvenate Plus is: revolutionary, different, unrivaled. 
Strong words for strong products. 

Use our granular, AHA based Reface Scrub, to deeply cleanse the epidermis and remove dead skin cells. 
Then apply Rejuvenate Plus anchored with Vitamin C and other key antioxidants to promote 
new skin cell growth and collagen development, reducing fine lines and the visible signs of aging. 
It’s even reinforced with an SPF-15 sunscreen. 

It’s potent. Formulated for men only. Guaranteed to work. Use it! 

Just sixty seconds, twice a day. Introductory price is $40/set. 


Call us:1-888-MEN-1997. 
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Diisseldorf: Lisbon. Manchester, Birmingham. 


Flown in Flown in Flown in 
Paris. Madrid. Rome, Milan. 


What a coincidence. We fly the same places. 


With our new daily flights to Disseldorf, Lisbon, Birmingham, Rome and Milan, Continental will serve 
10 major European destinations. We offer convenient connections from cities throughout North America 
via our Houston and New York/Newark gateways, both designed to make international travel a breeze. 
And you can enjoy our award-winning BusinessFirst” service on all transatlantic flights. So call your travel 


agent or Continental at 1-800-231-0856. Because wherever you're flying in Europe, chances are, so are we. 


Continental 


More airline for ‘your money.” 


Alitalia code-share service to Italy. Rome service operated by Continental. Milan service operated by Alitalia through 5/30/97, and by Continental from 6/1/97. 
Diisseldorf service effective 3/19/97: Lisbon service effective 5/1/97; Birmingham service effective 7/1/97. Schedules subject to change. ©1997 Continental Airlines, Inc. 
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Flash Forward 


After a ten-year hiatus, 
Jennifer Beals dives back 
into the mainstream. 


t's been over a decade since Jennifer Beals first danced 
her way into the hearts and minds of moviegoers every- 
where as Alex, a Pittsburgh steelworker by day, Flashdancer 
by night. By Hollywood standards, it was a more than aus- 
picious debut for a young Yalie no one had ever heard of. 
But then Chicago-born Beals did something that confounded 
everyone; she put on an unripped sweatshirt, peeled off the leg 
warmers, and just sort of disappeared—at least from the 
screen of your local multiplex. 
Art house film buffs know better, however. Beals simply fin- 
shed college and turned her attention to acting instead of 
“celebrity.” Her gambit paid off: Beals has appeared in In The 
Sowp (directed by her husband, independent filmmaker Alex 
Rockwell), Four Rooms (a collaboration between Rockwell, 
Alison Anders, Robert Rodriguez, and Quentin Tarantino), 
Dew! In A Blue Dress (directed by Carl Franklin), Mrs. Parker 
anc The Vicious Circle (directed by Alan Rudolph), and French 
Grector Claude Chabrol’s Dr. M. This winter, Beals steps back 
emo her dancing shoes for Whit Stillman’s The Last Days 
a Disco, but first, mainstream audiences can catch her this 
month in Cinepix Film Properties’ thought-provoking the- 
sma! release Twilight of the Golds. All we can say is, “What 


ow did you find out you wanted to act? 

hat | enjoyed it when | was in high school, but | 
that anyone would necessarily pay me to do that. So any 
ade to be in more professional productions was more for fun 
pinted to be a professional in the business. Mmmhh. | really 


Ome of the questions raised in Twilight of the Golds is: When is 

amowledge more harmful than good? How would you answer that? 

about who we value in society, and | think that when knowledge 

that, it may border on fascism. | don't know specifically if we 

jling that information. Technically and scientifically we are 
ore advanced than we are spiritually or ethically as a society. 

Your character faces the question: Should she or shouldn’t she 

abort, knowing that her child is going to be gay? How would you 

deal with the same situation? 
me, SSxUZ preference is not really an issue. Because | think everybody 
And certainly some have more difficulties than 


thers Ts dependent upon which way God wants to send the arrow. 
You once said you felt like an outsider growing up. Does that make 


it easier for you to see the tension of growing up gay in America? 

Well, it makes me realize that in some ways it can be very helpful in terms 
of your own growth because what is best for you and what will help you 
grow the most is certainly not the easiest thing for you. And there's no real 


growth without a certain amount of pain. Everybody looks down upon— 
or is afraid of—pain, or is afraid of difficulty, We want the quickest, easiest 
possible way to do things, and | don’t think that's always valuable, Certainly 
in personal growth it's not. 

I agree with that. You don’t always get what you want, you get what 
you need... 

Oh, it's so hard. But you have to think there must be a reason for this. | don't 
know what it is right now, but please God reveal it to me at some point! 
What’s the biggest difference between the public’s perception of 
you and the way you really are? 

I'm not as calm as | appear A lot of people think I'm so calm.They have > 
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no idea. The tornado is striking up in my brain. 
Also, | hate to admit it, but I'm not a dancer 
Do you value your privacy? 

A magazine recently wanted to do a piece on 
me in my home and | said,“‘There is no way I'm 
letting you inside my house.’ Not only to pro- 
ect my privacy, but I've never lived in a home 
hat should be photographed, unless they want 
© commiserate with the rodents that are 
probably racing through my kitchen right now. 
Why don’t you do more studio pictures? 
haven't seen any studio pictures that | would 
be enthralled to do—but you also have to be 


/ 
a.) ee 
TWILIGHT: Beals and@star Jon Tenney 08 
debate the fate of the unborn. 


offered them. It's a very competitive business 
| realize more and more how it's truly a busi- 
ness. Especially because | have been more in- 
volved in producing, and, literally, someone will 
hand you a list and say, ‘These are the people 
who need to be in the film for it to get made.” 
Whether they like the part has no bearing. 
Luckily I'm able to do independent films and 
able to work in that venue, and | try to be 
very careful about what independent films | 
pick, since just because a film is independent 
doesn't mean that it's good or interesting 
or provocative. 

Do you ever regret that you didn’t jump 
right into a another big-budget movie af- 
ter Flashdance? 

| did The Bride afterwards... 

That was two years later. 

Was it? You're probably right. | guess | really 
wanted to go to Yale. | so wanted the expe- 


rence 


college and reading, going 


to class and w 
of the sick peopl 
tests. | just loved it. | 


unhappy and resentful if 
and begun the whole life 
What were the most important things 
you learned in college? 

How to learn. And that everything is connect- 
ed in one way or another. Even the couch you 
sit on—designwise, it is connected to some- 
thing political and historical and personal to 
somebody, So it's not just about design, but 
politics and history. | love the interdisciplinary 
approach to learning. It's exciting, it makes you 
at least get the impression—however false it 
may. be—that everything's connected. > 89 


18 | GENRE 


GENREALITIES « GENREALITIES * GENREALITIES © GENREALITIE 


MOTIF AEROBLEU: Various objets of the collection 


dynamic 


erobleu, the trés cool Parisian jazz club visited 

by the likes of Dorothy Parker, Miles Davis, 

Josephine Baker, and Charles Mingus, set an 
international tone of midcentury bohemian elegance. 
Now, a group of high-end purveyors, including 
Chronicle Books, Sasaki, ACME, Sirmos, Verve 
Records, Less Than Seven, and Umbra, are collabo- 
rating on a collection—titled —of books, 
prints, desk accessories, china, glassware, neckwear, 
and home furnishings designed to evoke a 20-year 
period of social, cultural, political, and technological 
upheaval whose effects will still resonate well into 


the next century. —R.E. 


The Glenlivet Single Malt. 


Once discovered, always treasured. 


Those who appreciate quality enjoy it responsibly. 


9295 Imported by The Glenlivet Distilling Coz N.Y3.NY..12-Year Old Single Malt Scotch Whisky,-Ale. 40% by Vol. (80 proof). The Glenlivet is a registered trademark. 


GENREALIIIES = GENREALIIIES ENREALITIES = GENREALITIES = GENREALITIES + GENREALI TO 


by Robert Ellsworth 


Killer Condom (Kondom des Grauens) 
(Troma Entertainment, Inc.) 

Someone is castrating the men of New York City, and gay private eye 
Luigi Mackeroni (Udo Samel) is peeved— > losing his 


> right testicle to a s rubber with 
- ; 


Killer 


chompers that put Bruce the Shark to 
Condom 


shame. Luigi and a hunky hustler sidekick 
scour the city searching for the villains 
behind these murderous prophylactics. 
What they find is the kitschiest co f 
supervillains since Barbarella. Bent on rid- 
ding the metropolis of “sexual deviants 
hese Teutonic schemers create carnivo- 
rous contraceptives to do the job. Based 
on Ralph Konig's infamous German com- 
ics, Killer Condom is a campy comedy with 
a bite. Featuring condom critters designed 
by Alien creator H.R. Giger, and kinky, kin- 
etic camera work by Alexander Honisch, 
his madcap romp has a tacky exuberance 
all its own. 


> Lilies (Turbulent Arts) 


In 1952, a bishop arrives at a Quebec 
prison to hear the confession of a dying convict. It isn’t long before he 
realizes that the inmate is a boyhood friend he once set up for murder. 
Before he can flee, a group of prisoners lock him in the confessional, 
transform the altar into a theatrical stage, and force him to relive the 
story of his youth. A bittersweet love triangle ensues, ending in a 


o 
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Lilies 


tragedy the bishop long ago tried to forget. Director John Greyson 
crosses the boundaries of time, place, and gender in this lush but some- 
times stagy adaptation of Michel Marc Bouchard’s play Les fleurettes. 
Winner of Best Picture in Canada's equivalent of the Academy Awards, 
Lilies is sometimes too glib for its own good, especially in choosing to 
use male actors to play the women of the story. In scenes meant to be 
poignant, one can't help but giggle when actors like Tony Award-winner 
Brent Carver come off as nothing better than droll drag queens. Still, 
with tts sinuous plot and sepia finish, Lilies is romantic and economical, 
subjective and detached, fascinating and tedious—conjunctions Jean 
Genet might have found interesting. 


Nick and Jane (Cinepix Film Properties) 


Jane (Dana Wheeler-Nicholson) is a corporate climber with a charmed 
ifestyle. That is, until she comes home early one day and finds her lover 
boffing a coworker in their bed. Devastated, she runs out to the street, 
hails a cab, and sobs uncontrollably once inside. Nick (James McCaf- 
frey), the cabbie, is an artist manqué who tries to help her out. After 
a chain of synchronistic events, he gets hired to fill in as Jane's faux 
boyfriend, a hotshot executive who seems too good to be true. 
Although Nick and Jane seem to have nothing in common, they soon 
develop a profound attraction. Populated with a quirky cast of New 
York characters, including a brilliant performance by Clinton Leupp as 
Miss CoCo Peru, Nick's sagacious drag queen neighbor, Nick and Jane 
displays the kind of unsentimental optimism that went out with How- 
ard Hawks. Director Richard Mauro's first film plays a lot like the 
recent Picture Perfect, but it does capture the milieu of Lower East Side 
life with an uncanny eye. Yes, the schmaltzy finale is a little overdone, 
but Mauro wraps it all up in an appropriately warm glow. 
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SLAVES TO THE UNDERGROUND: 

(Left) Marisa Ryan whispers sweet noth- 
ings into the ear of rocker chick Molly 
Gross, who (below) does the same to 
sometime-boyfriend Jason Bortz. 


ih he characters in Slaves are free to discover who they 
are, so they're gay this week and they're not the next— 
without having a judgment put on them,” says director 
Kristine Peterson (left).""That's the part of the film that people 
seem to relate to.’ 
Maybe some people relate to the sexual fluidity of Peterson's 
new Riot Grrrl flick, Slaves to the Underground, but they also con- 
nect to the interesting, well-drawn characters, such as ambisex- 
ual guitarist Shelly (Molly Gross) and her sweet—if somewhat 
hapless—on-again off-again 'zine-publisher boyfriend Jimmy (Jason 
Bortz). Still, more than all of that, it's in-your-face lipstick-lezzie- 
with-a-bullet Suzy (Marisa Ryan) who steals the show and gives 
Peterson a chance to draw on her action-adventure roots, if not 
her experience directing Playboy soaps. Sexy, full-lipped, and blond, 
Suzy is a do-it-yourself dynamo, serving up just desserts to a local rapist and leading an all- 
female raid on a local talk-radio station in retaliation for its venom-spewing shock jock. 
But back to what Peterson relates to: She says she hopes her film will get people to stop 
categorizing each other into neat and tidy sexual slots. In fact, Slaves itself resists easy cat- 
egorization on any level. 
“You have to be willing to step out of that,’ Peterson offers, “and not everyone is. 
Depends on what mood you're in. On a Saturday night, is that the mood you're in?” She 
laughs. “Maybe not!” —Shira Tarrant 


HE GREGdLOUGANIS STORY. 
s + Sara Bars Laws 


NEW ON VIDEO 
1961, Home Vision Cinema 
1997, Culture Q Connection 


1996, COC Pictures 
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NOW PLAYING 


Devil’s Advocate (Warner Brothers) 
Think Rosemary's Baby meets The Firm. Keanu 
Reeves plays an ambitious defense attorney 
who joins a New York law firm headed by Al 
Pacino. Charlize Theron is Keanu’s young bride 
who realizes her husband may have sold his 
soul for success. Director Taylor Hackford is 
back in form with a dark, creepy, Faustian tale. 
If this grim suspense thriller doesn't freak you 
out, you're probably already dead! 


| Know What You Did 

Last Summer (Columbia Pictures) 
Screenwriter Kevin Williamson follows his 
horror hit Scream with a tepid tale of ven- 
geance: When some drunk teens mow down 
a stranger, they find themselves terrorized by 
a crazed fisherman. With nary a self-referential 
joke in sight, it's Friday the | 3th meets Beverly 
210 without the sex. A hot young 
cast—including Sarah Michelle Gellar, Ryan 
Phillipe, and Jennifer Love Hewitt—can't save 


this one from sinking. 


| Know What You 
Did Last Summer 


The Ice Storm (Fox Searchlight) 
Bourgeois sensibility is shattered one Thanks- 
eekend in 1973 when the sexual rev- 


adaptation of Rick Moody's novel. Skillfully di- 
rected by Ang (Sense and Sensibility) Lee, with 
luminous performances by Kevin Kline, Sig- 
ourney Weaver, and Elijah Wood. 


Ratchet (Phaedra Cinema) 

A sleek, sexy film noir filmed on location in 
Nantucket, this intense thriller depicts a screen- 
writer who will resort to any means necessary 
to overcome his writer's block. A perversely 
original story told in the Jim Thompson vein, 
Ratchet is brimming with gore and plot twists 
that will satisfy even the most jaded film- 
noir afficionado. 


Sick: The Life & Death of Bob 
Flanagan Supermasochist 
(Cinepix Film Properties) 

An exhilarating—and at times stomach-churn- 
ing—look at the life and exhibitions of the no- 
torious artist who died from cystic fibrosis in 
1996. Flanagan's painful illness fueled his pri- 
vate masochism and public art, pushing and 
exploring the limits of illness, sexuality, love, 
and death—all of which are chronicled in this 
posthumously released film. © 
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AIS FOR AHHH, B IS FOR BULGE...: 


This sure isn’t your father’s 
grade-school primer. 


The ABCs of 


on't ask Maurice Vellekoop (/e/t) 2 
question unless you want an hon- 
est answer. Queried as to wha 


he was doing when the inspiration for his 
new book came to him, Vellekoop, with- 
out a trace of irony or sarcasm, says simply, 
“Jacking off” 

Would that we all received such inspi- 
ration from the aforementioned activity! 
Onanism notwithstanding, however, the 
33-year-old Canadian artist is certainly no 
slouch. His unique ability to combine a ‘50s 
illustrative aesthetic with '90s content has 
insured his place as a regular contributor to 
an impressive list of high-profile periodicals, including Vanity Fair, the 
H New Yorker, Town & Country, and The New York Times. 

That's why it may come as a shock to find that his new book, Maurice 

Vellekoop’s ABC Book:A Homoerotic Primer (Gates of Heck) is chock-full of 

enough carnal cartoons to cause even the most libertine among us to 

blush. The book may be modeled on the widely read Little Golden Books 

for children, but the shrink-wrapping and the ‘Adults Only” warning 
| 
! 
j 


sticker portends a very unchildish set of fantasies depicted within. 
Describing one of his “inspirations —involving several firemen and 
some other equipment—Vellekoop explains with a grin, “The fireman 
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aurice Vellekoop 


is one of the fantasy professions little boys traditionally aspire to. It's 
also the fantasy subject of many adults.” 

Indeed, Vellekoop's comic-book men—teachers, football players, cir 
cus performers—are the epitome of postadolescent (and, well, ado- 
lescent) desires. In fact, ask him to choose his favorite alphabet sce- 
nario and Vellekoop's answer reveals just how firmly anchored in ado- 
lescence he still is. “If | had to, I'd choose R [a very sexy scene involy- 
ing several rock 'n’ roll head-bangers],’ he says. “It's a quintessential 
Canadian suburban fantasy scenario. These kids are the kids | went to 
high school with.” 

And where did he find inspiration for all these naughty pictures? Would 
you believe they're a cross between the subversive alphabets of Edward 
Gorey and the homoerotic imagery of Tom of Finland? Vellekoop ex- 
plains, “Gorey's The Gashlycrumb Tinies uses letters to stand for the 
names of children who die in the most inventively gruesome ways.’ 

And why comics? Maybe it harks back to his childhood, Vellekoop 
was obsessed by the homoerotic imagery of the devil in Disney's clas- 
sic Fantasia, in the “A Night on Bald Mountain’ sequence. Plus, comics, 
he says, offer him the unrestrained autonomy to choose both his sub- 
ject matter and the way it's presented. As he puts it, “They give me 
complete freedom, which is very rare in the corporate world.” 

So what's next? “I'd love to do a children’s book that's really for chil- 
dren,” he pronounces. It certainly should be more exciting than Fun 
with Dick and Jane. —RE, 
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‘JUICE. ROCKS. 


UIMITED-©1997 BACARDI-MARTINI U.S.A., INC., MIAMI, FL. RUM SPECIALTY 586 ALC BY VOE 
Visit Club Bacardi at www. bacardi.com. 


Remake/Remodel/Remix: 


RaAUIAOTer 


eter Rauhofer (below), the Dj/producer/remixer behind Club 69 and Club 
FP 69's sleazier sister band, Size Queen, writes the songs that make dance floors 
quake. ‘| don’t watch TV and | don't go to the cinema,’ Rauhofer, 32, says un- 
apologetically from his home in Vienna. Music is his life. It used to just be his hobby. 
In fact, when the DJ made the decision to attend university he really wanted to 
become a pilot. He ended up enrolled in technical engineering classes. Of course, that 
didn't last because in 1983 Rauhofer found himself at Vienna's venerable underground 
nightclub U4 (named after a subway line that runs through the station where the club's 
based), At the time, it was the only spot in the city that specialized in the type of hard- 
core house music Rauhofer needed, Elsewhere in Vienna, he explains,’ ‘there was just a lot 
of Euro-dance and this trash music.’ You can hear the disgust in his voice as he says it. 
He's never looked back. And he doesn't have much lingering interest in flying 
either—at least in the cockpit. As he says, ‘I'm flying more than enough now.’ Those flights are 
mostly from Austria to New York and back every few weeks when he's DJing, producing, or 
promoting any one of his various projects. Those projects inc 
gles like Size Queen's “Walk!” “Horny,” and “The Trick” to albums such as Club 69's current 
release, Style (Twisted America). 
Club 69 is named for a Vienna brothel, which may explain Rauhofer's fascination with the 
divafied tracks he produces. The band made waves with ‘Let Me Be Your Underwear” 
last year. And indeed, the women on all t 
al meltdown; self-absorbed, vain, and sha 
Actually, according to Rauhofer, it's one woman: Kim Cooper, the voice 
behind songs like ''Style,’ Drama,” and “| Look Good.” Rauhofer asserts, 
“It all starts with Kim Cooper. She giv a sexiness and eroticism to 
the whole project. Hear her once a 
has a Grace Jones flair’ 
Style's first single will be “Drama.” Ang, like any good promoter, Rauhofer 
asked rival superstar DJs Junior 
track for dance floor release. The 
k one other time, on Tribal Under 
ground's Sound of Lisbon CD. Rauhofer explains, "We thought it would be 
really clever to have them remix this song, because there's nothing more 
perfect than ‘Drama 
And what's next? A 


Rauhofer’s boyfriend—graces the cover 
of Club 69’s latest album. 


far t+ham 


ccording to Rauhofer his new project goes 


release a comp album called James Bond Revisited that will 

showcase BMG- artists, including Toni Braxton and Pizzicato 
Five. The idea is to remake the theme songs of Bond flicks with 
famous producers and new singers. We can just hear Braxton 
doing a mean “Nobody Does It Better’ 

“Or David Bowie doing Goldfinger” adds Rauhofer, who's cur- 
rently in the midst of development hell on this project. “It will 
be a lot of fun, but a lot of work. But there are big possibilities 

for everybody.’ 
And when Rauhofer’s not remixing, producing, or DJing, what 
amuses him if TV or movies won't work? 
“Nothing,” he says flatly. “I'm working every day. | didn't have one 
week free to go on holiday this year. And | have eight remixes that are 
waiting. I'm busy.” © 
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Over 70 minutes of continuous dance hits! 


MICHAEL JACKSON « CELINE DION « BABYFACE 
GINUWINE « GLORIA ESTEFAN * BROWNSTONE 
JAMIROQUAI * GROOVE THEORY * ALLURE 
LUTHER VANDROSS « 17 TRACKS IN ALL! 


Bjork 


Linda Eder 


HOLOV4 siAva 
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Various Artists (remixes by DJ Buc) The 
Greetest Dance Album in the World 
=ouc}—With a moniker like that you've got a 
ot to live up to. And unless you're a bleeding- 
@ci= househead, this | 7-track, seamlessly mixed, 
continuous-play CD more than lives up to its 
mame. Key tracks include Celine Dion's “It's All 
Coming Back to Me Now (The Moran Anthem 
MTV-darling Jamiroquai’s “Cosmic Girl 
Classic Mix),” Albita’s “Valga El Brillo De Tus 
: and Jam & Spoon's tired but resilient 
Sight in the Night (Fall In Love With Music) 
Sxtended Mix).” It's the closest thing to having 
orid-class DJ Buc spin in your living room. 
Bjork Homogenic (Elektra)—Frankly, it's 
®=ugh to get through most albums I'm asked 
% review, but Bjork, as usual, is effortlessly 
sompelling in a tricky sort of way. Her string- 
we piano-drenched foundations are laced 
wh ferociously discordant (sometimes dis- 
wacting) electronica beats wed to that stark, 
ess voice. And these songs are uniquely 
seautiful, particularly “Hunter ‘Bachelorette,’ 
and “joga.’ The trip-hop waif has grown intro- 
ective, lovely, and lovelorn. She's a passion- 
ist (musician isn't strong enough), ready 
*> explode on “Pluto,” and ready to accept 
ove in ‘Alarm Call!’ And while she's still freaky, 
surely. she no longer has anything to prove. 
Peach Union Audiopeach (Epic)—The '80s 
© creeping back into pop music, but instead of 
comeback tours and albums (thank God), 
alike bands are cropping up who are 


treakeng new ground. Joining Dubstar in their 


St. Etienne influences is this power trio 
es their electronica (think Kraftwerk, 
: gy) with vintage sounds like real pianos 
Dm My Own"’).The result is a cool, fuzzy fresh- 
ness that makes vaguely disco tracks like “Give 
“= “omorrow” more fun than scary. 
Lieda Eder It’s Time (Atlantic)—Broadway 
jens will already know her name and the velvety 
=c= everyone else should pay attention. Eder 
r of the musical Jekyll & Hyde (she in- 
wes the show-stopping ‘Someone Like You” 
jer] composed by her Sondheimlike partner, 
“aes Wildhorn, who writes old-fashioned big 
2 somes that already sound like standards. It 
: Eder belts out a medley of classics 
Mancha) and her own stuff, like the 
and of yesteryear, particularly on “I 
“I'm Afraid This Must Be Love,’ and 


Dont Ask Me Why.’ 
Tony Toni Tone Tony Toni Tone Greatest 
Hits (Mercury)—The original arbiters of R&B 


20) tmally deliver an album of smooth-talking, 
ZO ch hits that recall the early days of hip- 
Tony Toni Tone have always been just 
ths sce of raunchy—always shooting for the 
=e2rt How could you forget “If | Had No Loot,” 
Feels Good,’ and" Girl Friend’? 
iu @ cially if you can appreciate TTT's 
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Hollywood 
Comes Qut of 
the bloset 


irony enyova 
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only 19 
Special Offer: 
FREE shipping & handling with your order. 


Hollywood has always had a complex about 
homosexuality. The Celluloid Closet contains 
footage from over 120 films showing 
Hollywood's treatment of gays and lesbians 
over the years, plus sharp insights and hilari- 
ous anecdotes from Hollywood actors, writers 
and insiders, including Tom Hanks, Susan 
Sarandon, Tony Curtis, Harvey Fierstein and 
Gore Vidal. Narrated by Lily Tomlin. 1996/ 
color/102 min/R/(CC). Item# PVRCA082103 
Chage 


your Visa, MasterCard, American Express or Discover/NOVUS. Most 
orders shipped within 48 hours. (Source code: 70267) 


CTA MUCLLM Use your credit card and be sure to 


include your account number ond expiration date. Or enclose a 
check or money order payable to Critics’ Choice. Mail fo Critics’ 
Choice Video, P.0. Box 749, Dept. 70267, Itasca, Illinois 60143-0749. 


Fulfillment provided by Critics’ Choice Video. ©1997 Critics’ Choice Video 


30 | GENRE 


oh,myStarz! by Lady Katherine Connella 


Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Noy. 2!) This is a month for 
kicking ass—hey, you might as well get some ben- 
efit from turning another year older. (Happy 
birthday, incidentally!) A lot can be accomplished 
in November—as long as you don't get carried 
away with your momentum and get your panties 
all up in a twist. Dance for joy, not wedgies! 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 2!) For a Sag, you 
can be very Scorpio sometimes. You'll be making 
a lot of headway this month, but without having 
to kick as much butt. Victory is in your grasp, as 
long as you let go of those four little words: 
“I'l do it tomorrow:’ Remember, laziness is the 
mistress of procrastination (you would know 
that if you'd ever gotten around to hanging 
that sampler). 


Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) Pick up your 
heels, for goodness’ sake (not that way—what a 
one-track mind)! | see an opportunity to make 
up for sluggishness of late—it's time for some 
command decision-making. So put on fatigues, 
drop that voice a few octaves, and don't ask, tell! 


Aquarius (Jan. 2! - Feb. 18) Life been a little 
screwy? Not to worry, in November some things 
will actually right themselves—maybe even you! 
Search for peace and balance—and if you don't 
find it, call Deepak or channel Gandhi and keep 
looking. While you're seeking, you might just 
bump into a little bit of affection (don't even pre- 
tend it's not sorely needed). But don't grind it 
into the dirt, instead gently grab hold and carry 
it home. 


Pisces (Feb. 19 - March 19) | keep telling you, 
checking your bank balance every day won't make 
it grow. If wishes were horses then beggars would 
ride, know what I'm saying? This is a particularly 
good month for paying attention to minor details, 
like, duh, your job. So seriously, take care of the 
little things and the big things will take care of 
themselves (and you—won't that be nice?)! 


Aries (March 20 - April 19) There's no getting 
around it. Some months, life is just a bad TV 
movie—and you're Valerie Bertinelli. Chin up, 
darling—both of them. Hey, you'll need a sense of 
humor to get through this month. So get some- 
one to tickle your funny bone and exercise those 
laugh muscles! 


Taurus (April 20 - May 20) Give thanks on 
Turkey Day that you're not an Aries. Maybe 
you're avoiding the slings of outrageous fortune, 
but that doesn't mean you can avoid the arrows. 
| mean throwing them. Zest, action, direction— 
these are the key words for you. Charge through 
life like the Bull that you are—and blaze a trail 
or two. 


Gemini (May 21 - June 2!) The stars are worse 
than the stock market this month—everything's 
either way up or down. Sorry, honey, but you 
Twins are in the latter category. You're basically 
tired of the same old you-know-what. The best 
you can do this month is avoid stepping in it— 
‘cause it'll definitely be in your path. Perhaps 
now's a good time to invest in those shitkickers! 


Cancer (June 22 - July 22) Just can’t wait for 
New Year's to make all those changes, can you? 
Or rather the new year can't wait for you. 
Expect abrupt alterations in everything—from 
your heartthrobs to your hemline. You get to 
play the role of hero in your own action- 
adventure, and even | can't tell you how the 
movie turns out! Stock up on hankies and pop- 
corn, just to be safe. 


Leo (July 23 - Aug. 22) | don’t care how many 
hellish family gatherings you've suffered through. 
This year, if you can't find some harmony at the 
hearth, you're playing hockey with a warped 
puck. There's tons to celebrate in your life, so go 
ahead and put some gratitude in your attitude 
this Thanksgiving—'cause next month you may 
want to take it all back. 


Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) Well aren't you 
Queen of the Hill this month? It must be that 
high-pro glow, because that special someone in 
your life looks like he agrees. The volume defi- 
nitely turns up in the love-life department (un- 
less that's the sound of my crystal ball crashing to 
the floor)! Buy extra flutes this month—it's a 
champagne-smashing good time! 


Libra (Sept 23 - Oct. 22) Yadda, yadda, yadda— 
don't you Librans ever get tired of the sound of 
your inner voice? Wake up and smell the triple 
nonfat latté! Yes, your most interesting company 
is almost always yourself, but if you're listening to 
you too much, you may not see the parade in 
front of you. Don't let it pass you by—the out- 
fits are fab! 


Confidential to G. Clooney, the Valley, CA: Your 
convoluted explanations of how you got a copy 
of Genre on the set were so unnecessary. Lots of 
people read my column, no matter where their 
periscope points. Anyway, of course | would be 
happy to do a personal consultation with you. 
Preferably chez toi (chez moi looks like an ER.). 
Yes, Mr O'Donnell would be welcome to attend 
as well. Let's see, | haven't done two charts at 
once since... Nancy was in the White House! G 


The Lady Katherine Connella lives happily in her 
very own dream world, the planet Sociopathologica. 
But you can't E-mail her because she needs a new 
computer. So give her one. Now. 
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The Gay Metropolis: 
New York City 1940-1996 
oy Charles Kaiser 
n Mifflin, 390 pages, $27) 
Jecades, the Big Apple has been both the 
Sera! and figurative gay metropolis. In Kaiser's 
=) and historical documentation of the gay 
mecca he traces the gestation of the modern 
== ™ovement back to World War Il, when 
te US army inadvertently fostered a feared 
f fe by creating the largest concentra- 
== of homosexuals inside a single institution 
» Semencan history. And though he uses New 
« G4y as the paradigm of the gay metrop- 
faser discusses the architecture of com- 
ety 2s it also appeared in such places as 
“sancisco and Paris; places in which a sub- 
See sexuality flourished in spite of prevail- 
@ aay rhetoric. 
“mmng with information, The Gay Metro- 
am enormously smart and sawvy look at 
wan ‘ving. This is a book marked by its 
> * contributes to an understanding not 
= New York City's gay populace, but to 
movement in general, and not only of 
riod between 1940 and 1996, but 
Gf She manite gay spirit. 


The Rise and Rise of David Geffen 
Sy Steohen Singular 

Be Lane Press, 288 pages, $22.50) 

Sok of unauthorized tell-all biographies which 
than they deliver? Then check 
Ms Gut Stephen Singular isn’t afraid of tackling 
f Hollywood's most powerful 
me>—s2y or straight. In his fascinating new 
Sank. Singuler dissects the unpredictable mo- 
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Losing those last few inches around your waistline can seem impossible. 

Now there’s an amazing new way to have that ripped, shredded midsection... 
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releases the active 
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be that of a mainstream Hollywood 
screenplay—keep maximizing the conflict 
until you get what you want. When 
Geffen first arrived in Hollywood, his 
critics thought of him as nothing more 
than a scrawny, loud-mouthed Brooklyn 
boy with more bark than balls, but 
within four years he proved them all 
wrong. A decade later, he was the first 
self-made billionaire in Tinseltown. Not 
bad for someone without any for 
mal education. 

Using a remarkably candid and re- 
vealing approach, Singular evinces 
the psychological tug-of-war brew- 
ing inside Geffen. From his formida- 

ble youth—where he showed a com- 
mitment to success at all costs—to his bisexual 
experimentation with Cher and his wild days at 
erecta | Studio 54, this trenchant bio should satiate even 
the most jaded Hollywood insider. And those 
who have assumed that success came easily to 
Geffen will be smugly—if enviously—content to 
see that his considerable achievements have 
come at a considerable price. 


Execution, Texas: | 987 

by D. Travers Scott 

(St. Martin's Press, 210 pages, $20.95) 

D. Travers Scott, in the great tradition of 
Southern writers, examines themes of isolation 
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and segregation through the eyes of a misfit 
unwillingly anchored in the small town of Execu- 
tion, Texas. 

In the months between April and August of 
1987, our hero, Seeger King, attends his senior 
prom, struggles to understand his sexual identi- 
ty, tries to avoid his premonitions of the future, 
trips on Mexican 'shrooms with his birth moth- 
er, grieves the accidental death of his father and 
stepmother, and finally, on a plane to New York 
City, escapes the invisible bondage he felt sur- 
rounding him in Execution. 

Scott's writing potently captures the tension 
and fear underlying the bravado of American 
teenagers. Sometimes, Seeger and his friends 
seem excessively bold and unnaturally at ease 
with proclamations of bisexuality, gay experi- 
mentation, and three-ways, but this tendency 
toward the unabashed masks the fear just below 
the surface and provides for exciting reading. If 
you're in the mood to do some eavesdropping 
on a confused Southern teenager, this book's 
for you. —Brian Alexander 


Gay Body:A Journey Through 

Shadow to Self 

by Mark Thompson 

(St. Martin's Press, 288 pages, $24.95) 

This brilliant new book should be required read- 
ing for every man interested in personal growth 
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Using a compellingly intimate mix 
raphy and theory, the book's origi- 

25 in its exploration of the Gay Shadow, 
te cespised part of ourselves that must be 
S225 with to commence healing and recovery. 
=a Socy offers invaluable insight, compassion, 
ac wesdom to guide us in our search for mean- 


me and wholeness. 


LEAVE IT 


ly’s Boy 
Patricia Nell Warren 
deat Press, 308 pages, $24.95) 
== another treacly tale concerning the char- 
aers immortalized in Patricia Nell Warren's 
374 bestseller The Front Runner. This time 
sound we get adolescent angst told from the 
serspective of Billy's son, John William. A bright, 
wwcdie-class kid, he decides after a bizarre 
Sream that his lesbian mom is trying to keep 
=m in the dark concerning his dead dad, and 
embarks on a journey of self-discovery. Not 


y Ww 


soc in a particularly original or illuminating 
manner, this slightly loony book is strictly for 
arren fans and NAMBLA members. Its air- 
s affectation never allows the characters a 
nance to come alive. 


GENRECOMMENDS... 


S 
Homosevwuality 


and the horror i 


VA 


Naked Men: Pioneering Male Nudes 1935-1955 by David Leddick (Universe Pub 
128 pages, $35)...Openly Bob by Bob Smith (Rob Weisbach, 224 pages, $23)...High 
Camp:A Gay Guide to Camp and Cult Films Vol. | by Paul Rowen (Leyland Publicatio 
255 pages, $15.95)...Our Meals: Making a Home for Family and Friends by Heather Watts. 
and Jock Soto (Riverhead Books, 256 pages, $24.95). ..Monsters in the Closet: Homosexuality 
and the Horror Film by Harry M. Benshoff (St. Martin's Press, 304 pages, $18.95). 


0 SEND THE GIFT OF GLENFIDDICH® SINGLE MALT ScoTcH WHISKY ANYWHERE IN THE U.S., CALL 1-800-238-4373. VolD WHERE PROHIBITED. BOTTLED IN SCOTLAND. 40% Atc/VoL (80 Proor). WILLIAM GRANT & Sons Inic., New York, NY 
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jummary of prescribing information on following page. ©1997, Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, Nj 08543,U.SA. F9-K002 


CAUTION: FEDERAL LAW PROHIBITS DISPENSING WITHOUT 
PRESCRIPTION. 


ZERI T°(stavudine) 


ZERIT” (stavudine) Capsules 
ZERIT” (stavudine) for Oral Solution 


Brief Summary of Prescribing Information, 10/96. For complete 
prescribing information, please consult official package circular. 


INDICATIONS AND USAGE 

ZERIT (stavudine) is indicated for the treatment of HIV-infected 

patients who have received prolonged prior zidovudine therapy. 
The duration of clinical benefit from antiretroviral a 

may be limited. Alteration in antiretroviral therapy should be 

considered if disease progression occurs while receiving ZERIT. 


CLINICAL STUDIES 
Study Al455-019 was a multi-center, randomized, double-blind trial 
of ZERIT Capsules vs zidovudine for the treatment of HIV-infected adults 
with CD4 counts of 50 to 500 cells/mm? who had received at least six 
months prior zidovudine treatment. ZERIT was administered in 
dosages of 40 mg BID for patients weighing >60 kg, and 30 mg BID 
for those weighing <60 kg. The zidovudine dosage was 200 mg TID. 

The study enrolled 822 patients with a median baseline CD4 count 
of 235 cells/mm? (range: 10 to 735 cells/mm’), and a median du- 
ration of prior zidovudine treatment of 88 weeks (range 11 to 356 
baria § Fourteen percent of subjects had AIDS at baseline, 50% 
had HIV-related symptoms and 36% were asymptomatic. 

Table 1 gives the Kaplan-Meier estimates for the time to disease 
progression. 


Table 1 -- Incidence of Disease Progression 


First AIDS - Defining 


Event or Death* 
ZERIT zidovudine 
6 months 4.4% Ae. 
12 months 10.4% 14.1% 


18 months 18.5% 23.3% 
24 months 26.6% 31.8% 


* Kaplan-Meier estimates; the overall difference between 
stavudine and zidovudine was not significant. 


CONTRAINDICATIONS 

ZERIT is contraindicated in patients with clinically significant hy~ 
persensitivity to stavudine or to any of the components contained 
in the formulation. 


WARNINGS 

The major clinical toxicity of ZERIT is peripheral neuropathy. 
This fe igre occurred in 19 and 24 percent of the 11,784 pa- 
tients with advanced HIV disease who received the two dose lev- 
els of stavudine in the Parallel Track Program’. In patients with 
less advanced HIV infection in the zidovudine comparative trial, 
peripheral neuropathy occurred in 13 percent of ERIT-treated 
patients as compared to 4 percent of zidovudine-treated patients. 

Patients should be monitored for the development of neuropa- 
thy that is usually characterized by numbness, tingling, or painin 
the feet or hands. Stavudine-related peripheral neuropathy may re- 
solve if therapy is withdrawn promptly. In some cases, symptoms 
may worsen temporarily following discontinuation of therapy. If 
symptoms resolve completely, resumption of treatment may be 
considered at a reduced dose. 

Patients with a history of peripheral — are at in- 
creased risk for the development of neuropathy. If stavudine 
must be administered in this clinical setting, careful monitoring 
is essential. 

PRECAUTIONS 

Information for Patients 

Patients should be informed that ZERIT is not a.cure for HIV infec- 
tion, and that they may continue to acquire illnesses associated with 
HIV infection, including opportunistic infections. Patients should be 
advised to remain under the care of a physician when using ZERIT. 

Patients should be informed that the most common toxicity of 
ZERIT is peripheral neuropathy. Symptoms of peripheral neuropa- 
thy usually include tingling, burning, not or numbness in the 
hands or feet. Patients should be counseled that this toxicity occurs 
with aad frequency in patients with a history of peripheral neu- 
ropathy. They should be advised that these symptoms should be re- 
ported to their physicians and that dose changes may be necessary. 
They should also be cautioned about the use of other medications 
that may exacerbate peripheral neuropathy. 

Caregivers of young children receiving ZERIT therapy should be in- 
structed regarding detection and reporting of peripheral egg sie 

Patients should be informed that the long-term effects of ZERIT 
are unknown at this time. They should be advised that ZERIT thera- 
py has not been shown to reduce the risk of transmission of HIV to 
others through sexual contact or blood contamination. 

Patients should be informed that the Center for Disease Control 
Ne recommends that HIV-infected mothers not nurse newborn in- 

fants to reduce the risk of postnatal transmission of HIV infection. 


Laboratory Tests 

Mild to moderate increases in AST (SGOT) and ALT (SGPT) occurred com- 
monly in clinical trials; these did not interfere with continued therapy. 
Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility 

Long-term carcinogenicity studies of stavudine in animals have not 
been completed. Stavudine was not mutagenic in the Ames, E. coli 
reverse mutation, or the CHO/HGPRT mammalian cell forward gene 
mutation assays, with and without metabolic activation. Stavudine pro- 
duced positive results in the in vitro human cob clastogen- 
esis and mouse fibroblast assays, and in the in vivo mouse mi- 
cronucleus test. In the in vitro assays, stavudine elevated the frequency 
of chromosome aberrations in human lymphocytes (concentrations 
of 25 to 250 g/mL, without metabolic activation) and increased 
the frequency of transformed foci in mouse fibroblast cells (con- 


centrations of 25 to 2500 g/mL, with and without metabolic activation). 


‘The parallel track program (STUDY A1455-900) treated 12,551 HIV-in- 
fected patients with CD4 counts <300/mm* who had failed, were intoler- 
ant of, or had contraindications to other therapies. 


In the in vivo micronucleus assay, stavudine was clastogenic in bone 
marrow cells following oral stavudine administration to mice at 
dosages of 600 to 2000 mg/kg/day for 3 days. 

No evidence of impaired fertility was seen in rats with exposures 
(based on Cinax) up to 216 times that observed following a clinical 
dosage of 1 mg/kg/day. 

Pregnancy 
Pregnancy “Category C”. Reproduction studies have been performed 
in rats and rabbits with exposures (based on Cya,) up to 399 and 
183 times, respectively, of that seen at a clinical dosage of 1 mg/kg/day 
and have revealed no evidence of teratogenicity. The incidence in fe- 
tuses of acommon skeletal variation, unossified or incomplete ossi- 
i sternebra, was increased in rats at 399 times human exposure, 
while no effect was observed at 216 times human exposure. A slight 
post-implantation loss was noted at 216 times the human exposure 
with no effect noted at approximately 135 times the human expo- 
sure. An increase in early rat neonatal mortality (birth to 4 nes of age) 
occurred at 399 times the human exposure, while survival of neonates 
was unaffected at approximately 135 times the human exposure. Astudy 
in rats showed that stavudine is transferred to the fetus through the 
placenta. The concentration in fetal tissue was approximately one-half 
the concentration in maternal plasma. There are no adequate and 
well-controlled studies in pregnant women. Because animal reproduction 
studies are not always predictive of human response, stavudine 
should be used during pregnancy only if clearly needed. 
Nursing Mothers ‘ 
Studies in lactating rats demonstrated that stavudine is excreted in milk. 
Although it is not known whether stavudine is excreted in human 
milk, there exists the potential for adverse effects from stavudine in 
nursing infants. Mothers should be instructed to discontinue nursing 
if they are receiving stavudine. This is consistent with the recom- 
mendation by the U.S. Public Health Service Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention that HIV-infected mothers not breast-feed their in- 
fants to avoid risking postnatal transmission of HIV. 


Pediatric Use ; 

Use of stavudine in pediatric patients is supported by evidence from 
adequate and well-controlled studies of stavudine in adults with ad- 
ditional safety data in 115 pediatric patients and pharmacokinetic 
data in 25 of these patients. 

Stavudine pharmacokinetics have been evaluated in 25 HIV- 
infected pediatric patients (age range: 5 weeks to 15 years, weight 
range: 2 to 43 kg) after IV and oral administration of 0.125, 0.5, 
1, and 2 ce as single doses and as BID regimens. The mean 
+ SD absolute page was 76.9 + 31.7% (n=20). Peak plas- 
ma concentration (C,...) and area under the plasma concentration- 
time curve (AUC) increased in proportion to dose after both sin- 
gle and multiple doses. ‘ 

Following intravenous infusions (n=21), the mean + SD volume 
of distribution was 18.5 + 9.17 L/m®. The distribution of stavudine into 
cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) was assessed in 8 pediatric patients after 
12 weeks of multiple oral dosing. The concentration of stavudine in 
CSF samples ranged form 0.008 to 0.105 jig/ml at times ranging from 
2 to 3 hours post-dose (dose Tey Mell 0.125 to 1m sf CSF 
concentrations ranged from 16% to 125% (mean + SD of 59% + 35%) 
of the concentration in simultaneous plasma samples. 

The terminal elimination half-line after oral or intravenous ad- 
ministration of stavudine was approximately one hour. The mean + 
SD total body clearance after intravenous infusion was 247 + 94 
mL/min/m?. The mean + SD i ee oral clearance was 333 + 87 
mL/min/m®. The percent of the dose excreted uncharged in the urine 
was 34.5% after oral administration. 

The clearance of stavudine is related to both body surface area and 
body weight. When dosing according to body weight, the recommended 
dosage for pediatric patients weighing less than 30 kg is 2 mg/kg/day 
in divided doses. Pediatric patients weighing 30 kg or greater should 
receive the recommended adult dose. 


Table 2 
Peripheral Neuropathy Leading to Dose Modification 


ZER Zidovudine 
(40 mg BID) (200 mg TID) 


ZERIT ZERTI 
(40 mg BID) (20 mg BID) 
(n=412) —_ (n=402) 


(n=5905) _ (n=5879) 


Peripheral Neuropathy 

Grade 1-2 11 

Grade 3-4 2 1 

Total 13 4 24 19 


Selected adverse events that occurred in adult patients receiving ZER- 
IT in the Phase 3 controlled comparative trial (Study Al455-019) are 
provided in Table 3. 


Table 3 
Selected Clinical Adverse Events in the Phase 3 Controlled 
Clinical Trials * 


Adverse Events 


Zidovudine 


Nausea and Vomiting 
Abdominal Pain 


Myalgia 32 35 
Insomnia 29 31 
Anorexia 19 22 
Allergic Reaction 9 8 
Pancreatitis i 4 


* This event was reported in fewer than 1% of patients. 

* Includes all clinical complaints. ; 

? Median duration of stavudine therapy = 79 weeks; median 
duration of zidovudine therapy = 53 weeks. 


Laboratory abnormalities reported in the Phase 3 controlled com- 
parative trial (Study Al455-019) are shown in Table 4. 


Table 4 
Controlled Clinical Trials: Incidence of Adult 
Laboratory Abnormalities 


% 


Study Al455-019° 
aig) 
uni m mi 

(nett2) (neat) 

AST eat 11 10 
(<5.0 x ULN*) 

ALT (SGPT) 13 11 
(<5.0 x ULN) 

Bilirubin 2 2 
(>5.0 x ULN) 

Anemia * 3 
(<8.0 g/dL) 

Neutropenia 5 9 
(neutrophils <750/mm*) 

Thrombocytopenia 3 3 
(platelets <50,000/mm*) 

Amylase 14 13 
(>1.4 x ULN) 


* This abnormality was reported in fewer than 1% of patients. 

@ Data presented for patients for whom laboratory evaluations 
were performed. 
Median duration of stavudine therapy = 79 weeks; mediation 
duration of zidovudine therapy = 53 weeks. 

© ULN = upper limit of normal. 


Pediatric Patients: Adverse reactions and serious laboratory ab- 
normalities in pediatric pre were similar in type and frequen- 
cy to those seen in adult patients. 


OVERDOSAGE 
Experience with adults treated with 12 to 24 times the recommended 
daily dosage revealed no acute toxicity. Complications of chronic over- 
dosage include sy dang neuropathy and hepatic bees It is 
not known whether stavudine is eliminated by peritoneal dialysis 
or hemodialysis. 

HOW SUPPLIED 

ZERIT® li i Capsules are available in the following strengths 
and configurations of plastic bottles with child-resistant closures: 


Product Capsule | Markings on Capsule | Capsules | wo no 
[Strength Shell Color (in Black Ink) per Bottle 9 


15mg__ Light yellow 
& dark red 


20 mg |Light brown 


} 
30mg _ Light orange 
& 
dark orange 
40mg __ Dark orange 


ZERIT for Oral Solution is a dye-free, fruit flavored powder that 
provides 1 mg of stavudine per mL of solution upon constitution with 
water. Directions for solution preparation are included on the prod- 
uct label. ZERIT for Oral Solution is available in child-resistant con- 
tainers that provide 200 mL of solution after constitution with wa- 
ter (NDC No. 0003-1968-01). 
US Patent No.: 4,978,655 


Storage: ZERIT Capsules should be stored in tightly closed containers 
at controlled room temperature, 59° to 86°F (15° to 30°C). 

ZERIT for Oral Solution should be protected from excessive 
moisture and stored in yt closed containers at controlled room 
temperature, 59° to 86°F (15° to 30°C). After constitution, store 
tightly closed containers of ZERIT for Oral Solution in a refrigerator, 
36° to 46°F (2° to 8°C). Discard any unused portion after 30 days. 


BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBB 


Immunology 


oo Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 
Princeton, NJ 08543 
USA. 
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WHITE PARTY WEEK’ 


D) 
November 26-December 1, 1997 ¢ Miami, Florida 
Wednesday, November 26 
White Knights Extravaganza 
9 PM 
Thursday, November 27 
White Stars 
11 PM 
D) Mark Mac Ewan 
y ab- Friday, November 28 
uen- Muscle Beach Party 
12 PM-6 PM 
eet 12th Street Beach 
ee DJ Rick Mitchell 
aths Snow Ball 3: The Avalanche 
7 Miami Beach Convention Center 
; 10 PM 
soi Saturday, November 29 
5-01| Patti LaBelle Concert 
2 8 PM- 10:30 PM 
on James L. Knight Center 
a Victory Party Il 
that 10 PM- 3 AM 
oo First Union Plaza 
se DJ) Mark Tarbox 
hare Sunday, November 30 
an The White Party at Vizcaya 
on 6:30 PM- 11:30 PM 
or, DJ David Knapp 
Terminal 12: Noche Blanca 
9 PM 
Port of Miami, Terminal 12 
DJ Junior Vasquez 
9 


Ticket and Hotel Packages & Event Information: 
Atlantis Events 1.800.628.5268 


Hotel Information & Bookings: 
Florida Hotel Network 1.800.397.7951 
floridahotels@usa.pipeline.com 
Concert Tickets: 


Ticketmaster 305.358.5885 
VIP Concert Seating 305.759.6181 


(TT; =—: Sen f lite 


Visit our website http: //www.whitepartyweek.com 


© GUSTAVO NOVOA, THE WHITE PARTY 
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Australia Fegimé—sSince the fiight takes 
A—6a Valium, two Goektalls, Wake Up 


Vou caf Substitute @ Nanay for the Valium. 
—ea Delara 


FROM HADES TO VEGAS 


Bill Brochtrup 


(actor, currently appearing in Steven 
Bochco’s series, Total Security) 


IT WAS MY BEST FRIEND’S BIRTHDAY 
and we wanted to take him on a road trip. I 
was working as a casting assistant at a B- 
movie house, and my friend Nancy was 
working there as well. We called up the 
Ventura County Sewage Authority and we 
told them we needed to send a director and a 
location scout out to look at the sewer as a 
possible shooting location for a movie. 

So when the day came, we blindfolded my 
friend and 20 of us showed up at this sewage 
treatment plant in...I think it was Oxnard 
[California]. The Sewage Authority had sent 
this ranger to show us around, so we told 
him that everyone there was a production 
executive on the movie. 

He took us down into the world under- 
neath the treatment plant where there were 
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these big streams of raw sewage, and where 
we learned why you shouldn’t flush non- 
biodegradable items down the toilet. We also 
learned that corn does not digest, but I’d 
prefer not to elaborate on that. 

The grand finale of the tour, however, was 
the grinder, which was this huge corkscrew 
that grinds up all the raw sewage. I saw a very 
large, very live fish flopping around in the 
grinder, which was rather disturbing. As a 
souvenir, we each received a small, hard, 
black cake which was made of what was left- 
over after the sewage was treated. 

Then we all drove to Las Vegas to see 
Tiffany, who was performing in the cocktail 
lounge at the Hilton. I swear she was singing 
“T Saw Him Standing There” right to me. 


LOVE, SYDNEY 


led Delaria 


(comedian, singer, actor, currently appear- 
ing as Hildy in the New York Shakespeare 
Festival production of On the Town; latest 


album, Box Lunch, Rising Star Records) 


THE THING ABOUT MY VACATIONS IS 
that they’re always work-related. I work a lot 
in Sydney and I love it, but it’s really hard to 
get into Australia sometimes. I had to get a 
work-related visa once and the guy at the 
consulate was so snotty, he goes, “Do you 
have a prison record?” and I was so annoyed 
I said, “Yeah, but I didn’t know you still 
needed one to get in.” 

Anyway, I get my visa, and this was right 
after the Northridge earthquake. Now my 
usual Australia regime—since the flight takes 
15 hours from L.A.—is a Valium, two cock- 
tails, wake up in Sydney. Or you can substi- 
tute a Xanax for the Valium. Anyway, I’m out 
cold and the plane runs into terrible turbu- 
lence, and I wake up and start climbing over 
the businessman next to me trying to get to 
a doorjamb, because of course I think it’s 
another earthquake. Finally they wake me up 
and I am mortified. 

We land, I get to Customs, and it’s, “You, 


IS 


pM” en 


When We got to Manila we 
lot, SO they assumed We WE 
journalists = 


r. White Businessman, go. You, Mr. White 

usinessman, go. You, Lesbian, stay!” It’s al- 

ays me and all the black people who end up 

ine to get questioned and searched. So 

s nice Hindu woman from Customs opens 

> my prop suitcase, and at the time I was 

ng a lot of sex stuff in my show, so she 

ens the suitcase, and of course there’s all 

ese sex toys and wrist restraints, and she 

ays, “You're a magician?” 

I just said, “No, honey, I’m a pervert.” 


IMELDA OF COD 


Dbolt Thompson 


actor, currently appearing on HBO’s 
The Larry Sanders Show, author, 
Buddy Babylon: The Autobiography 
of Buddy Cole) 


HEN I WAS A KID, I WAS ON AN 
change program called Canada World 

h, where a kid from overseas would 
me and live with a Canadian family and 


—sbolt I 


then we would go and live overseas with 
another family. I ended up living in the 
Philippines. It totally changed my life. 

About four or five years ago, I went back 
with a friend and visited all my friends and 
the family I lived with. I ended up interview- 
ing Imelda Marcos—I’m obsessed with 
modern monsters, and she’s definitely one. 
We went to this magazine in Canada and 
said we wanted to interview Imelda and they 
gave us credentials. 

When we got to Manila we drank a lot, so 
they assumed we were real journalists, and 
we asked to interview Imelda. Well, finally 
they said yes. So, on the day we were sup- 
posed to meet with her, we went to Forbes 
Park, a rich enclave in Manila, which is the 
roughest city on earth. The only condition 
for the interview was that we not talk 
about Ferdinand. 

So we got to the house and we were led 
into this room where there was this giant 
table filled with books on the Marcoses, and 
there were paintings of them on all the walls, 


including this one huge painting of the en- 
tire family with wings. There were a lot of 
people peeking into the room while we were 
waiting—a lot of priests. It was Sunday 
morning, and these priests apparently come 


to her home to say Mass. 

Then we heard the music from “Ave 
Maria,” and she came into the room and 
posed by the angelic painting. She was wear- 
ing purple and yellow espadrilles, by the way. 
I was trembling, and she sat down and said, 
“You're from Canada, you must know Bri- 
an Mulroney.” 

Yeah, like ’'d know the Prime Minister. I 
started babbling about how all the codfish 
off the Newfoundland Coast had been all 
fished out and how it was a real problem, 
and she looked up at the sky and her eyes 
filled with tears and she said, “No more cod,” 
in this quavering voice. 

Then my friend piped up and said, “What 
are you going to do with Ferdinand’s body?” 
She got up without a word and left. So we 
waited. No one told us to leave so we waited 
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for a half an hour. Finally, this bodyguard 
asked us to leave, so we started walking and 
this car pulled up and this lady told us to 
get in. 

So we got to our hotel and we just fell 
out, laughing. And then I got scared and 
realized, This woman is not just a camp icon, 
she’s a killer. 


FRANCE’S MOST WANTED 


Molly Ringwald 


(actress, appearing next month in 
Office Killer, and currently Off-Broadway 
in How I Learned to Drive) 


I WENT TO FRANCE TO GO TO CAMP 
when I was 16. I had never been to camp and 
I felt deprived. I went to the Lycée Francais 
in Los Angeles for high school and one of 
my girlfriends talked me into it. The camp 
was on the ocean, in the south of France, and 
I was thinking F. Scott Fitzgerald’s Tender is 
the Night... 

It was a Jewish camp, not that that was a 
problem, but what my girlfriend neglected to 
tell me was that it was Orthodox. I stuck out 
like a sore thumb. I’m not Jewish, in fact, my 
family is barely religious, and the place was 


really anti-Christian. There was prayer every 
morning and religious discussion every after- 
noon. It was a really pretty place and they 
were teaching everyone to windsurf, but it 
was really, really strict. I was supposed to stay 
for three months... 

Well, I lasted one month and then I ran 
away. They sent the French police after me. I 
did learn to speak a little Hebrew though, so 
I guess it wasn’t all for naught. 


HOLLYWOOD CONFIDENTIAL 


The Lady Ghablis 


(drag diva, actress, author of Hiding 
My Candy. Appearing this month as herself 
in Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil, 

with Kevin Spacey and John Cusack, 

directed by Clint Eastwood) 


WELL, WHEN WE WERE FILMING IN 
Savannah it was really nice. They put us up 
in this nice hotel. But when we got to 
Hollywood it was a different story. I have 
to carry myself a certain way and look a cer- 
tain way, you know, because I am a pub- 
lic person. 

So, they fly me out to California to contin- 
ue the movie. Well, we land in Los Angeles, 


mma there's a limo with a driver and, OK, 
tei. | am really starting to feel like this 
mowse. But the driver looks kind of like 
Dracula and I don’t think he’s all there, 
tecemase it takes us an hour to get to the 
tete!. and the doll is tired, so I take a little 
map. Well, we're supposed to be staying at 
te Beverly Garland, and I’m thinking, 
Tiss sounds nice. 

Well, we get there and my assistant 
wakes me up and says, “Darling, we’re at 
tee Beverly Garland’—and it’s a Holiday 
em! There’s no valet to help me with my 
‘emgs, and there are all these novelty 
“neps with all kind of mess. So I’m asking, 
~~ eo was Beverly Garland?” Turns out she 
wes the mother in the last three seasons of 
Wy Three Sons. Now, who would remem- 
ber that bitch? 

So we have to carry all our things I don’t 
snow how far, and then the room was so 
small, | could barely get all of my things in 
“vere, so I had to sleep with my assistant in 
ws room. I had to go Hollywood on them. 

I get to the set the next day and I say, 
“int, you know where I’m staying? It’s 
‘he Holiday Inn. My luggage is taking up 
=y room. I understand. Now, I’m on your 
sort and you gonna treat me like this, but 
‘m gonna do my job. A girl doesn’t pull 

ok unless she has to, but, where’s Kevin 
Spacey staying? Where’s John Cusack? I 
owuld take it as discrimination because ’'m 
= woman, or because I’m black—or is it 
jest that yall are cheap?” The next day, we 
were all in suites. 


NEVER BEEN TO SPAIN 


Wilson Gruz 


actor, currently appearing as Angel 
im the West Coast production of Rent) 


PVE NEVER BEEN TO EUROPE. ’D 

we to visit Spain. I’ve always wanted to go 
® the Canary Islands, and my family orig- 
mates in the northern part of Spain. 

The men are really beautiful. ’'ve met 
ts of Spanish men—trust me. These 
ays, of course, I'd go there with my boy- 
‘vend. But right now I don’t have the time. 
Maybe when I’m done with Rent. 

I'd also love to go to Costa Rica; they 
sere a beautiful rain forest there, I hear. 
we been to the one in Puerto Rico, but the 

me in Costa Rica is supposed to be amaz- 
me. And it’s close and affordable. I’m 
doing theater—so affordability is definite- 
iy an issue. 

Actually, you know, anywhere where 
they speak Spanish that’s not my mom’s 
house would be cool. © 


International Airport, 2 blocks from the Miami Beach Convention Center 


| tainment, restaurants and the hot night life of South Beach are only moments 
| away. Come and stay with us and truly experience what the finest At Deco 
2 and South Beach have to offer. 


e ABBEY HOTEL is a step into 
the glamorous lifestyle of the past 
and the excitement and experi 

ences of today. Designed by re 

bis architect Albert Anis and bul 
1940. y 

The ABBEY HOTEL, now 28 renovated and eco on full 

marble bathrooms, new A/C, cable T.V. with HBO, Mini Bars and much 

more. The ABBEY HOTEL is convenient to everything you need to make your _ 

South Florida experience complete. We are 20 minutes from Miami 


and 1 block from the beautiful sands of Miami Beach. 
The fabulous shopping of Ocean Drive and Lincoln Road Mall, enter 


-1-888-61 -ABBEY aoe. 


(1-888-6] 2-2239) 


: 300 21st . Mian as S <Plorida Fax: (305) 672-1663 
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Geese, Abin, aid (erence; Ihe tay tales 


story and photography Picture a boat full of scantily clad musclemen crowned with towering feathered 
headdresses. That’s enough, right there. 
by Rich Rubin But there’s more. 
| A group of bare-chested men painted bronze. A dyke riding up and down in a 
giant, undulating pink mushroom. Drag queens in skintight glittering gowns and 
billowing chiffon. Flowers, flags, balloons, balloons, balloons. 
A pair of shell-shocked tourists pedal furiously away in a “canal bike,” their feet 
working overtime as their human-powered boat bounces past queens in Dutch- 
| maiden garb and bodybuilders in jockstraps. But ultimately they can’t resist; they 
| grind to a halt and out comes the camera. My very gay bridge cheers: We’ve won. 
Later, street parties fill the tiny cobblestoned streets, historic squares, and river- 
: front promenades with ecstatic dancing bodies. Huge columns of balloons adorn the 
aged, tilting facades, and rainbow flags sprout up across the city like multicolored 
tulips. Even the sun, which has been playing coy all week, comes out to celebrate on 
Saturday, the day of the canal parade. 
It’s Pride Weekend in Amsterdam, Europe’s self-proclaimed “gay capital,” and for 
three days there’s not another spot on earth so totally given over to fabulousness. 
And if you think all this is a sight to behold, just wait till next year—August Ist-8th, 
| to be exact—when Amsterdam hosts Gay Games 1998. 
| The city’s already gearing up to welcome the first Games to be held outside North 
America, and the event, which will coincide with Pride Weekend, is poised to 
become literally the biggest gay happening of the century. “Friendship Through 
Culture and Sports,” it’s been dubbed, and here’s a small list of what’s planned: 
Thirty official sports from soccer, swimming, and bodybuilding to bowling, 
bridge, and ballroom dancing. Nightly performances on a stage along the Amstel 
River (called, not surprisingly, Amstel Nights). Gay and lesbian marching bands. 
Film, theater, storytelling, and choir festivals. Gay soap opera episodes. Master class- 
es with European chefs. Gay walking tours, boat tours, and bicycle tours. 
The canals will be adorned with a series of floating objects designed by partici- 
pants that form a path of visibility from the train station to Friendship Village, 
capped by the Gay Games 1998 headquarters outside City Hall. Warehouses and gabled 
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homes will feature installations of commu- 
nity-created theater and art. Megaposters, 
changed daily, will fill bus shelters and train 
stations. “Mail Art, a huge, artistic chain letter, 
will gather hundreds of individually designed 
postcards into a massive exhibit... 

But before we go on with this panoply of 
delights, here’s the most important thing you 
need to know, more important than all the 
rest put together: You need to get your act 
together and get yourself in on the fun while 
you still can—which means, like, now. Early 
August, after all, is not exactly Amsterdam’s 
low season, and the anticipated crowd for the 
Games amounts to almost a quarter of the 
city’s population, straining the already tight 
hotel situation. They’re expecting 19,000 par- 
ticipants and 150,000 spectators. Amsterdam 
has 29,000 hotel beds. Get the picture? Of 
course, many participants have friends in Am- 
sterdam—or live there—but it’s still going to 
be a squeeze. 

But don’t panic. You have options. Many 
rooms have been bought up by tour opera- 
tors, so if you go to the right “travel provider” 
(I think they’re what we used to call travel 
agents), you might score one. I'll even give 
you their names later, no charge. 

And they can’t hold rooms forever: any 
remaining at the beginning of February or so 
get released. Besides, some fickle queens are 
bound to cancel. 

So be persistent. Get a guidebook and start 
faxing two-star hotels, which are less likely to 
be full. Call one of the travel providers. Try 
the Gay Games hotline; they’re scrambling as 
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we speak to come up with space, arranging 
home-hosting for athletes, campsites, and 
other alternative accommodations. Want to 
stay in a Dutch school? 

And the saving grace, which makes the 
situation substantially less hopeless than it 
sounds at first, is that you can always stay in 
a nearby town—there are about a million. I 
know you want to be at the heart of the 
action, but you may just have to get over it. 
Organizers are already booking rooms in 
The Hague, an elegant town just 40 min- 
utes from Amsterdam, which offers great 
antique shopping and a long sweep of 
beach, as well as proximity to the capital. 

Rotterdam, an hour distant and with its 
own burgeoning gay scene, is also bound 
to fill up. Not to mention dozens of other 
towns just a discus-throw away: Picture a 
landscape full of alluring villages falling in 
line like little gay dominoes as we extend 
our presence in a great swath across the tu- 
lip fields and dairy farms and windmill- 
strewn canals. Doesn’t that bring a smile to 
your face? Besides, with Holland’s efficient 
(and all-night) train service, you can be back 
in Haarlem or Utrecht quicker than you can 
ride from SoHo to the Upper West Side. 

So get that plane ticket while there are 
plane tickets to be gotten. (If KLM says 
they’re full, try Martinair: You have op- 
tions.) If you're an artist or athlete, send in 
your registration form. Don’t let the most 
fab week of the century go by without 
being part of the action. 

It’s amazing how the whole city is turn- 
ing out to support the event. Gay-related 
exhibits are scheduled at such mainstream 
spots as the Rijksmuseum, the Van Gogh 
Museum, the Anne Frank House, and the 
Jewish Historical Museum; a particularly 
stunning display of works by young gay 
and lesbian artists is planned for the 
Stedelijk Museum of Modern Art. 

The choir festival will occur at the state- 
ly Concertgebouw, acoustically one of the 
best halls in the world. The Amsterdam 
Arena, home to the local soccer squad, will 
host the opening and closing ceremonies. 
Even the new Metropolis, a science and tech- 
nology museum whose audience is 40% 
children, is planning a Games-related show. 
The mayor himself has kicked in with a state- 
ment of welcome (not to mention some city 
money): “I am proud that our city is to host 
the fifth Gay Games,” he declares, praising 
the Games as a “resounding international 
celebration of solidarity and diversity.” 

Surprised? Don’t be. After all, Amster- 
dam is the gay-friendliest city on earth. 
The Games brochure calls it the home of 
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Heavenly Amsterdam 


(From the U.S., dial 0! 1-31-20 before all Amsterdam numbers.) 


Gay Games Information 
Gay Games Call Center in 
Amsterdam, tel. 427-1998, 
Web site: http?/www.dds.nl/~gay- 
games. In the U.S., tel. 888- 
429-4263. 


Official Travel Providers 
For hotels only, Netherlands 
Reservation Center (tel. 01 1- 
31-70-320-2500). For pack- 
ages: In the U.S., European 
Gayways (tel. 800-923-3308, 
fax 619-682-5117, E-mail 
ronald@gay-games.com); 
Men On Vacation (tel. 888- 
333-4668, fax 619-682-5104, 
E-mail menonvacat@aol.com); 
Holland Approach—U.S. (tel. 
800-776-4655, fax 908-580- 
1161, E-mail travel@mbhi- 
net.com); in Canada, Stone- 
wall Connection Ltd. 

(tel. 800-360-8773, fax 403- 
250-1041). 


Hotels 

If | had my druthers, I'd stay 
at Grand Hotel Krasnapolsky 
(Dam 9, tel. 554-9111, fax 
622-8607), right on Dam 
Square (check out the new 
Royal Wing); The Grand 
(Oudezijds Voorburgwal 197, 
tel. 555-3111, fax 555-3222), 
a luxurious canalside choice 
in what used to be Amster- 
dam’s city hall; or Hotel 
Pulitzer (Prinsengracht 315- 
331, tel. 523-5235, fax 627- 
6753), a series of restored 
canal mansions with an un- 
beatable restaurant. Or gay 
spots such as New York 
(Herengracht 13, tel. 624- 
3066, fax 620-3230), The 
Golden Bear (Kerkstraat 37, 
tel. 624-4785, fax 627-0164), 


ITC (Prinsengracht 1051, tel. 
623-0230, Web site 
http://www. itc-hotel.com), or 
Orfeo (Leidsekruisstraat 14, 
tel. 623-1347, fax 620-2348). 


Restaurants 

Kort (Amstelveld 12, tel. 626- 
1199) is a winning spot with 
excellent food, managed by 
the chair of Amsterdam's 
Gay Business Association. La 
Strada (N.Z.Voorburgwal 93, 
tel. 625-0276), a comfy, 
friendly gay restaurant, has 
great Italian cooking. 
Downtown (Reguliers- 
dwarsstraat 31, tel. 622- 
9958), the first to openly 
proclaim itself gay, is still a 
favorite 30 years later—per- 
fect for a quick meal or cof- 
fee. Indrapura (Rembrandt- 
plein 42, tel. 623-7329) offers 
wonderful Indonesian cuisine 
(one “rice table” meal is 

a must in Amsterdam); Le 
Monde (Rembrandtplein 6, 
tel. 626-9922) is a gay-friend- 
ly cafe with tables right on 
this dynamic square. 


Nightlife 
Gay men will want to head 
to four streets (check a gay 
map, available in most bars, 
for more complete listings). 
Kerkstraat has seen better 
days, but it does have the 
appealing Camp Cafe (Kerk- 
straat 45, tel. 622-1506), a 
tavern with reasonably priced 
food, and neighborhood bars; 
also Spijker (Kerkstraat 4, tel. 
620-5919) and Meia Meia 
(Kerkstraat 63, tel. 623-4129). 
Reguliersdwarsstraat is 
more chic, with modish bars 


April (Reguliersdwarsstraat 
37, tel. 625-9572) and Havana 
(Reguliersdwarsstraat 17, tel. 
620-6788); popular discos 
Exit (Reguliersdwarsstraat 
42, 625-8788) and the new 
Club Havana (Reguliers- 
dwarsstraat 36), as well as 
Coffeeshop Downtown and 
the redoubtable Thermos 
Night Sauna. 

Amstel is the place for tra- 
ditional Dutch bars such as 
homey, welcoming Amstel 
Taveerne (Amstel 54, tel. 623- 
4254) and Gaiety (Amstel 14, 
tel. 624-4271). Also Shako 
(‘s Gravelandseveer 2, tel. 
624-0209) and Company 
(Amstel 106, tel. 625-3028)— 
friends describe the former 
as a venerable gay lefty bar, 
the latter as “a leather bar 
for hairdressers.” 

Warmoesstraat, on the 
edge of the red-light district, 
has most of the leather bars: 
Argos (Warmoesstraat 95, 
tel. 622-6595), which is one 
of Europe’s most important 
leather bars; Eagle (Warmo- 
esstraat 90, tel. 627-8634) 
and the disco Cockring 
(Warmoesstraat 96, tel. 623- 
9604), among others. 


Gay Tours 

Contact the Games office, or 
get in touch with Heinz-Gerd 
Roes directly (tel. 624-2174, 
fax 624-4755). 


Tourist Information 
The Netherlands Board of 
Tourism in the United States 
is at 888-GO-HOLLAND. 
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“Cheese, Tulips, and Tolerance”—isn’t that 
@st too charming and Dutch for words? 
Smiles Pascal van den Noort, director of 

ievelopment, “We already export cheese and 
salips. Now we need to export some of our 

mous tolerance.” Kees Ruyter, the creative 
Strector who designed the Games’ winning 
salip-triangle logo, puts it another way: 
“Visibility in the world, as many people as 
possible seeing us, is the goal.” 

I flash back to the tourists on the canal bike: 
“There we were, in the middle of the gay parade,” 
| imagine them telling their friends. We're in 
eir photo albums. We're part of their Am- 
serdam experience. It’s working already. 

But then, Amsterdam’s always had a viable 
szy presence—which may be the reason, 
wonically, that this year’s Pride festivities 
were only the city’s second (hard to believe, I 
mow, but true). “Maybe the community has 
eotten a little spoiled,” admits Siep de Haan 
»f the Amsterdam Gay Business Association, 
which organizes Pride Weekend, “because 
ife is so easy here.” In fact, one purpose of 
the parade, according to Association chair- 
man Ernst Verhoeven, is “to thank the city of 
Amsterdam for being so livable.” 

In fact, there’s a long history of tolerance 
mere (and not just toward gay people). Seeing 
the city with guide Heinz-Gerd Roes, who'll be 
eading some of the special Games-related 
sours, I marvel at the abundance of gay tradi- 
sion. In the Royal Palace, Roes tells us of the 
\7th-century pickups that took place out back 
and, across the way, under the balconies of the 
New Church. We learn about the already well- 
established code of cruising postures and 
behaviors; about the lesbians of yore who actu- 
ally got married in the palace (all right, they 
were arrested—at least, the one masquerading 
2s a man was—but it’s still a great story). We 
stop, of course, by the Homomonument, three 
glistening triangles in front of the venerated 
Westerkerk (West Church). What other city in 
the world has donated municipal funds to a 
monument commemorating gaydom? We see 


ple into the very fabric of Amsterdam’s his- 
tory—appropriate, somehow, in a city where 
police brass mingle with gay leaders at Pride 
Weekend’s opening party, where officers 
glide down the canal in the parade, bowing 
and waving to the crowd; where two men 
walk down the street arm in arm and no one 
looks twice (except maybe me, jealous that 
they're so happy and cute and Dutch); where 
a lesbian couple kisses under a streetlight 
and a mother wheeling a baby carriage 
smiles sweetly in approbation (I know, I saw 
it happen); where, on the day of the parade, 
I have lunch in a family restaurant with Roes, 
who’s sporting sunglasses with false eyelash- 
es glued on the outside, rhinestone-drop ear- 
rings, high heels, and a smart little hat, his 
leather jacket open to reveal bare chest, and 
no one—not the waitstaff, not the other cus- 
tomers—bats an eye. I make sure to check it 
out: not an eye. Which makes my job easy, 
in a way: How hard is it, after all, to convince 
a readership of gay men that Amsterdam 
is heaven? 


ably even noticed how the locals tend not 
to have curtains in their windows, turning 
an evening stroll into a cinematic Peeping 
Tom extravaganza. 

Well, maybe I'll talk about Amsterdam’s 
hidden delights; they lurk around every cor- 
ner. I could mention the Begijnhof, a medi- 
eval village right off busy Spui. I wander in 
through an archway, traversing centuries 
with each step, staring wide-eyed at the prim 
houses (including Amsterdam’s oldest), 
flower-boxes, and neatly cropped village 
green. No manic bicyclists to dodge, none of 
those goddamn trams that sneak up on you 
like silent, deadly mutant worms: It’s heaven. 
Only later do I find out that men have never 
been allowed to live here. Which says some- 
thing, though I’m not sure what. 

I could describe the carillon concerts. I bet 
you don’t know about these hour-long per- 
formances on four bell towers around town, 
a major Amsterdam pleasure. As I stand un- 
derneath, rich tones pour forth, segueing 
seamlessly from classical and religious stan- 


The Dutch word for “cruising” is he: same a5 the word for “job.” “ea | sa more? 


Cafe ‘t Mandje, now closed, which in 1927 
became the city’s first gay spot. We learn that 
there were at least seven gay brothels in 17th- 
century Amsterdam; that the Gay Liberation 
Front was recognized by the government as 
early as the 1940s; that no Dutchman was 
deported to the Nazi camps solely for being 
gay; that—here’s a tidbit for you—the only 
bomb dropped on Amsterdam in all of World 


War II landed on a gay bar. 


It’s a dizzying chronicle, weaving our peo- 


Check it out: The Dutch word for “cruis- 
ing” is the same as the word for “job.” Need I 
say more? 

And what can I add, really, that you don’t 
already know? I mean, everyone’s strolled 
along the canals, seen the Flower Market, fre- 
quented the bars, visited the great museums. 
Most of you have admired the gablestones, 
smiled at the way the buildings tilt at jaunty 
angles, leaning toward each other with typi- 
cal Amsterdam informality. Some have prob- 


dards to pop favorites, tinkling grace notes 
to mountainous crescendos. Is a set of 
bells really the only instrument in this opu- 
lent orchestra? 

I could send you to the intersection of the 
Reguliersgracht and the Herengracht—or is 
it the Keizersgracht, one canal down?— 
where you'll see a perfect Amsterdam sight: 
an endless landscape of bridges stretching 
into the distance, reflected in circular 
likeness in the still waters. My friend Els 
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Four Dutch TUlIps sess 


ee Amsterdam is booked. Rotterdam's going fast, The Hague is filled to its elegant gills. 

»Here are some other ideas—small towns that offer not only proximity to Amsterdam 
but their own unique charms as well. Make a selection from this bouquet of Dutch tulips. You 
may find that what started as a last-ditch effort has become a treasured discovery. 


Train time from Amsterdam: |5 minutes 
Local tourist board: 01 1-31-23-531-3506 
y favorite spots in Haarlem are the historic almshouses: Over 20 still exist, courtyards encir- 
cled by tiny homes, shaded by vast overhanging trees and brightened by windows laden 
with fuchsia, geraniums, pansies, and begonias. Built as (to use the modern phrase) low-income 
housing, many almshouses boast doors that open in two halves: Aren't those called Dutch doors? 

There's enchantment to spare in Haarlem. | wander car-free brick walkways lined with willowy 
trees and overflowing flower boxes past some of my favorite step-gables in Holland; visit beautiful 
Markt square, with its vast cathedral angling off the corner and its elegant city hall topped with a 
jaunty crown; eat at delightful Restaurant Rembrandt, where | learn anew the meaning of Dutch 
hospitality; wander the pretty stretch of river, marveling at the fabulous drawbridge that revolves 
instead of lifts; watch two cats play a portentous feline waiting game in a luxuriant almshouse 
courtyard. 

Haarlem details: a stone mask inset into a building, belle epoque flourishes in a row of brick, 
sheep's heads carved into the facade of a former butcher shop, stone curlicues protruding into 
the air Skinny little houses no wider than an armspan. Tons of cafes. A million and one bakeries. 
Any more questions? 


Leiden 


Haarlem 


Train time from Amsterdam: 30 minutes 
Local tourist board: 0! |-31-71-514-6846 
hat | remember about Leiden is rooftops—slanting, tiled, gabled. And windmills—there's 
one almost as soon as | leave the train station, another near the white Rembrandt bridge. 
You'll see the name Rembrandt a lot in this venerable town built along the Rhine; he was a Leiden 
native, even drawing his name from the local river: Rembrandt van Rijn, ‘from the Rhine.” Get it? 
| follow the tourist board's self-guided walking tour (‘‘in the young Rembrandt's footsteps’’), 
and while | don't really pay attention to most of the painterly landmarks, it's a great introduction 
to this beautiful riverside town that offers ten museums and untold appeal. | stroll zigzag brick 
streets that change in a heartbeat to cobblestones and then back to brick; climb the | |th-centu- 
ry Burcht, a stronghold with a fab view over those wonderful rooftops and regal domes; sit at a 
Rhineside cafe, where a moored boat covered with tables and chairs becomes a dining terrace; 
and stand on the arcaded bridge whose columns frame a picture-postcard view over the river to 
colorful turreted houses. 
I'm here on a brief layover—or so | thought. It's only because | have business back in Amsterdam 
that I'm able, finally, to tear myself away. Well, it's Rembrandt's hometown: | should have known. > 75 


claims you can see 15 bridges, and while 
I’ve never been able to come up with that 
many, she’s a lifelong resident—the quin- 
tessential Amsterdamer, in fact—so if you 
go there, will you report back on how 
many you find? 

I could advise you to check out the Jor- 
daan, one of the city’s most charming 
neighborhoods, with its hidden gardens, 
offbeat shops, and some of Amsterdam’s 
most fetching homes. During the Games, 
the florally named streets will be decked 
with their eponymous blooms by partici- 
pants in flower-arranging classes, forming 
a blossoming path down to the Homo- 
monument. If I don’t get to see my favorite 
area of Amsterdam dressed up for the 
party, I don’t know what I'll do. So who’s 
going to take me to the Games? 

I could tell you about the “United Eur- 
ope” street, Roemer Visscherstraat, with its 
buildings designed in the style of Russia 
(bulbous domes), Italy (austere palazzo), 
Spain (dazzling, Moorish-inspired arches 
and stripes of purple and white), France 
(country chateau), and other nations—a 
symbol of the city’s international spirit. 

But do I need to tell you all this? Why 
don’t I just write one word instead: 
Amsterdam. 

Isn’t that really all I need to say? Even 
without the Games, it’s Europe’s most fun 
city; add the allure of that event and there’s 
no reason at all to stay home. After all, the 
mayor himself has promised to make the 
Games “a colorful party for the whole 
world,” and we wouldn't want to let him 
down, would we? 

“The main difference in Amsterdam,” 
says the Gay Business Association’s Ver- 
hoeven, “is the completely natural envi- 
ronment here; nobody would ever feel 
threatened or uncomfortable. We’re small- 
er than London or Paris in terms of num- 
bers; there are only 130 gay places here”— 
only 130, thank you very much!—“but it’s 
the spirit of the city that counts, the special 
thing that is Amsterdam.” 

We're sitting in Kort, the restaurant 
Verhoeven manages, and a look around 
confirms his words. Two earringed boys 
huddle intimately over blood-orange sor- 
bet floating in red wine; not five feet away, 
a group of businessmen celebrates some- 
thing with a good deal of beer. Young peo- 
ple sip cocktails at outdoor tables as the 
faint strains of a barrel organ echo across a 
faraway canal. 

The mix of gay and straight, young and 
old, chic and casual is typically Amster- 
dam—though Verhoeven admits to > 74 
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‘Viva all ANONIO| 


Quieter than Dallas, prettier than Houston, San Antonio is a 
place where new gay life mixes with old Mexican tradition. 


by Eric Gutierrez 


As a single guy around the holidays, I didn’t look forward to going stag to anoth- 
er round of parties chez Mr. and Mr. Blissful-Hyphenates. I wasn’t bitter, just bach- 
elored out. When I told friends I'd be going to Texas they all immediately yelled, 
“You'll love Austin! Definitely go to...” and then rattled off the names of clubs that 
exist in virtually every town big enough to support a Starbucks. When I told them 
Id be skipping party-hearty Austin in favor of romantic San Antonio, I was given 
the equivalent of an Amish shunning. “What’s in San Antonio? At Christmas?” 

For starters, how about a festive, Southwestern spin on a cold Germanic holiday? 
Exciting, romantic, and alive with all the holiday trimmings, San Antonio has 
no better visiting season than late fall and early winter. The skies are clear, the 
thermometer and barometer behave, and the locals really know how to enjoy the 
season—Texas-style. 

The San Antonio centerpiece is Las Posadas (scheduled this year for December 
14th), a traditional Mexican candlelight procession depicting Mary and Joseph’s 
search for some hospitality. The crowd follows the music to La Villeta, San Antonio’s 
original settlement, for a brief pageant before dancing the night away at the 
Christmas carnival. 

I hadn't felt the season’s greetings in years. Beyond Macy’s newspaper ads with 
underwear models sporting Santa caps, I’d pretty much stopped observing the hol- 
idays. With no Linus in my life to show me the true spirit of Christmas, I was excit- 
ed about the cultural twist and the possibility of seeing the season through new eyes. 

Single travelers will find plenty of ice-cold Lone Star and some big slabs of prime 
Texas beefcake not yet infected by Mad Queen disease. Gay San Antonio is just 
beginning to crack out of its shell, with several gay-oriented businesses opening their 
doors up and down St. Mary’s Street. Nightlife is centered around several friendly, 
neighborhood-style bars and special gay nights at the larger clubs about town. But 
if you want generic Circuit city nightlife, go east, young man, about an hour 
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to Austin. San Antonio’s pleasures are much 
more specialized, seemingly tailored for ad- 
venturers and true romantics with a flair for 
the Wild West. 

First, forget the Alamo. It’s tiny, overcrowd- 
ed, and full of questionable history lessons. 
Start on the famous Riverwalk, the Texas 
equivalent of the yellow brick road. Follow it 
long enough and you'll eventually stumble 
upon every breathtaking sight, musical ad- 
venture, big fairy, and flying monkey in Texas. 

A one-time light industry and warehouse 
slum in the center of San Antonio’s historic 
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As the sun set that first night, I sat on my 
balcony at the mission-style La Mansion del 
Rio Hotel and saw that the Riverwalk has 
two personalities: rowdy and romantic. The 
romantic current makes up the majority of 
the Riverwalk, and fortunately flows quietly 
past my hotel, where the glimmering lights 
and picturesque bridges attract lovers and 
solitary romantic souls. It continues through 
downtown, along several residential tribu- 
taries where joggers outnumber partyers, 
and follows on toward the University of 
Texas at San Antonio. 
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downtown, the Riverwalk is a triumph of 
urban renewal, turning miles of sludge into 
an entertainment and retail hub, with inti- 
mate, meandering pathways and arched 
stone bridges. During the holiday season, the 
magic is breathtaking: The only light shines 
from colorful Christmas strands hanging 
from the trees and flickering luminarias— 
lanterns made from votive candles inside 
paper bags lined along the shore. 
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The rowdy riptide swirls just 200 feet 
upriver in the heart of downtown, where his- 
toric buildings nestle between modern com- 
mercial developments. Packed jazz clubs, 
restaurants, bars, small boutiques, and the 
three-story River Center Mall attract happy- 
hour locals, out-of-towners, and a younger 
Lee-jeans-and-margaritas crowd. 

The rowdy side’s exemplified by the 
amplified drawl and corny jokes of a cute 


Yanaguana Cruises river guide in a starched 
safari uniform and hat who catches my 
attention. The brightly decorated Yanaguana 
electric barges cruise the narrow river on a 
tour that’s part history lesson, part theme 
ride. “This is the Mansion del Rio, where 
VIPs and honeymooners stay,” he intones. 
“Obviously that guy all alone didn’t get the 
memo.” Three stories down, 20 tourists look 
up at me as if I were an animatronic hippo... 


I HAVEN’T GONE TWO BLOCKS OUT 
of my way to see Christmas decorations since 
I was 10, unless you count that electrical fire 
in the manger at the Baptist church. Still, I 
wander through the King William Historic 
District, where residents gussy up their 19th- 
century Victorian mansions in Victorian 
style. Wreaths decorate beveled glass doors, 
candles burn in turret windows, discreet lights 
glow the length of the wide, shady avenues. I 
begin to feel like that voyeur Scrooge leering 
at the figgy pudding, outside and invisible, 
when I spot the Steves Homestead. 

Open to the public and built by a leading 
German immigrant businessman, the family 
history is as interesting as the old-fashioned 
residence. Younger son Ernest—a middle- 
aged bachelor—apparently never left Mama’s 
side. Although he commandeered the master 
suite, Junior otherwise lived under Mother’s 
thumb, the old woman turning off the gas 
lamps when his company dared stay too late. 
When he died in 1930, Mother’s wishes were 
obeyed and the house was taken over by the 
Conservation Society. 

These days, the seemingly frail, blue- 
haired docents have taken their cue from 
Mama Steves; at the end of your visit, they 
happily crack you on the head with cas- 
carones, brightly painted eggs filled with 
confetti. This is a passive-aggressive act the 
locals find great fun. 

Serious holiday shopping starts a block 
away at the Blue Star Arts Complex. Literally. 
Contemporary galleries and shops carry the 


art and furniture of “serious” local artists. 
Fortunately, some of them are quite talented 
and prices reasonable. Since I’m a fan of gar- 
den gnomes and paintings on velvet, I run 
to the Mexican mercado, where I find fab- 
ulously cheesy stocking stuffers. Selena T- 
shirts, anyone? 

For excellent contemporary folk art, the 
Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center is a treasure 
of colorful tapestries, cloth tree ornaments, 
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hand-sewn satin pillows depicting everyone 
from the Virgin Mary to a shirtless cholo, 
altar pieces, as well as crockery and jewelry, 
all available at ridiculously low prices. 

With gifts out of the way, Noelle—my 
new gal pal from Manhattan—and I de- 
cide to take the advice of the cute owner of 
the San Angel Folk Art Gallery at the Blue 
Star Arts Complex and have a night on 
the town. The Bonham Exchange, near the 
Alamo, is like a gay pride event where the 
club kids invade the two-stepping tent. 

Crowded, fun, and schizophrenic, the 
Bonham is democracy in action. Sweaty 
white boys in black vinyl pants and tattoos 
fling themselves around downstairs, while 
on the second floor, Mexican-American 
caballeros wipe beer off their mustaches 
and fix you with lusty, smoldering stares 
from under the brims of their hats. In the 
video bar, pumped U.T. frat boys smile at 
strangers while the crew cuts in Dogkers 
check out the hard-bodied dancers. A few 
guys wander around in straight Texas drag: 
skintight, brand-new Lee jeans, starched 
long-sleeved shirts with bold stripes, hats, 
and boots. A thick-necked bubba with a 
killer smile asks me to dance. I figure this is 
a good time to tell Noelle I’m gay. 

“Hey, Selena-butt, wait up!” a handsome 
Latino guy yells across St. Mary’s traffic at 
a juicy chunk of cowboy who resembles 
the patron saint of Tejano music a little 
around the hips. Tejano-accented English 
rides on Spanish diphthongs throughout 
San Antonio. The town’s Mexican history 
ain't history yet. Its very much every- 
where, in the food, the speech, the special 
twist on Christmas. It’s what makes Texas 
Tejano and the past alive in the present. 

Although not a Catholic, I am told not 
to miss the mariachi mass at the Mission 
San Jose. One of four missions south of 
downtown, San Jose is “Queen of the Texas 
Missions,” and its mass a popular holiday 
tradition. The line of Catholics, tourists, 
aficionados, and looky-loos stretching 
well into the mission yard don’t stand a 
prayer of all getting into the tiny church. 
Fortunately, Noelle pushes past some 
elderly tourists in a decidedly un-Christian 
manner, throwing herself across a pew. 

Father Herb, looking every bit the jolly 
friar, presides over a multicultural love-in, 
welcoming visitors from across the coun- 
try and around the world—we are ap- 
plauded by the local Mexican-American 
congregation. The sermon is highlighted 
with mariachi music that echoes through 
the 17th-century sanctuary, but the real 
concert begins after the final amen. 
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Hotels 

La Mansion del Rio Hotel (112 
College St., tel. 225-2581 or 800- 
292-7300). Ideally placed on the 
Riverwalk, near the action but 
just out of earshot, this convert- 
ed |9th-century boys school sets 
the San Antonio standard for lux- 
ury, comfort, and atmosphere. 
Double: $210-$290. 

The Camberley Gunter Hotel 
(205 E. Houston St., tel. 227-3241 
or 800-555-8000). Two blocks 
from the Riverwalk, this elegant 
old downtown dowager has a 
heap of Texas history to go with 
its great location and old-world 
flair. Single: $130. Double: $140. 
Havana Riverwalk Inn (1015 
Navarro Inn, tel. 222-2008). Like 
stepping into the 1920s, this lux- 
ury boutique hotel on the river is 
in every detail a landmark. The 
building is in The National Register 
of Historic Places, the robes and 
linens from Frette of Italy, and 
each of the 27 rooms is individu- 
ally decorated with treasures 
from around the world. Rooms 
from $130-$700. 

Classic Charms Bed & Breakfast 
(302 King William St., tel. 271- 
7171).“Chief cook and bottle 
washer” Edith Stockhardt is 
proud that her five-bedroom 
Victorian has a rep as gay-friend- 
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ly. One block from the Riverwalk 
in the King William District. 
Rooms $79-$109.Ask about spe- 
cial midweek and weekly rates. 


Restaurants 

The Candlelight Coffee House 
(3011 N. St. Mary’s St., tel. 738- 
0099). The large shady patio filled 
with the cutest guys in town is 
perfect for romantic light meals 
or coffee and cake. Don’t miss 
the popular Sunday brunch. 

Blue Star Brewing Company 
(1414 S.Alamo #105, in the Blue 
Star Arts Complex, tel. 212- 
5506). Baby-faced 34-year-old 
owner Joey Villarreal loves brew- 
ing beer and it shows. Strictly 
burger and sandwiches. Order 
the “sampler” for brews ranging 
from blond to dark. 

Zuni Grill (223 Losoya St., tel. 
227-0864). Casual, moderately 
priced, with a sunny balcony 
overlooking the river. Surprising- 
ly healthful Mexican food. Cac- 
tus margaritas are understand- 
ably famous. 

Mi Tierra Cafe (218 Produce 
Row, tel. 225-1262).A family-run 
institution and great traditional 
cooking. Family brunch with live 
music is a favorite. Open all night. 
Las Canarias (river level of the La 
Mansion del Rio Hotel, 112 


College St., tel. 225-2581). Lively 
regional flavors meet haute cui- 
sine. Expensive but worth it. 
There’s been a recent change in 
executive chefs, but the commit- 
ment to quality remains. 


Shopping 

Infinito Botanica and Gift Shop 
(1526 S. Flores St., tel. 224-5350). 
One of the coolest shops in town, 
a cross between a gallery and an 
old-style Mexican botanica, with 
everything from quality folk art 
to love potions. Open 12 - 5 p.m. 
every day but Thursday. 

Eclectica (806 E. Mistletoe, tel. 
733-6866). Higher-end gifts and 
gizmos. Jewelry and other items 
handmade by local artists. Gay- 
owned and the prices prove it. 
The Q Bookstore (2803 N. St. 
Mary’s St., tel. 734-4299). San 
Antonio's only gay bookstore and 
unofficial gay and lesbian center, 
thanks to Jerry, the super-friendly 
and well-connected owner. 

San Angel Folk Art Gallery (in the 
Blue Star Arts Complex, | 10 Blue 
Star, tel. 226-6688). Among sever- 
al galleries and studios, this is a 
standout, with everything from 
tin santos to museum-quality folk 
art. Friendly gay owner. 
Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center 
(1300 Guadalupe St., tel. 271- 
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Scintillating San Antonio 


3151). Call for dates of the peri- 
odic folk and fine art festivals. 

El Mercado (514 W. Commerce). 
Once the Mexican marketplace 
for produce and chickens, now 
one big T-shirt and tchotchke flea 
mart. Still a lot of fun. 


Nightlife 

The Bonham Exchange (411 
Bonham St., tel. 271-3811). Fun, 
friendly, and crowded with every 
type Texas has to offer, proving 
that, yes, we can all get along. 
Gym bods on the dance floor, 
sultry Latinos upstairs, profes- 
sionals and Republicans in the 
video bar. 

The Saint (1430 N. Main St., tel. 
225-7330). One of the hottest 
dance and show bars in the city. 
Pegasus (1402 N. Main St., tel. 
299-4222). Neighborhood cruise 
bar. Guys’ guys and plenty of 
drag tragedies. 

Silver Dollar Saloon (1418 N. 
Main St., tel. 227-2623). Right 
next door, popular with the cow- 
boys Thursday through Saturday. 
Tejano rules Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

The Annex (330 San Pedro Ave., 
tel. 223-6957). The new club in 
town attracts a real butch crowd. 
Nobody goes home alone. 


Forget about the mariachi music you 
know—those four chubby guys in gaudy 
gaucho suits laying siege to your table 
before the chips and salsa. Here, in a tradi- 
tion going back generations, the local 
congregation gathers under the arcade of 
the old monastery to play and sing the 
Mexican folk music with gusto and art- 
istry. Boys barely old enough to shave join 
their grandfathers on guitar or trumpet, 
while women in their church dresses cut 
loose on some emotional high notes. Part 
Gong Show, part seriously beautiful music, 
entirely great fun, the mariachi congrega- 
tion rocks, On the livelier numbers, old wo- 
men vamp with their shawls seductively. 
Saints preserve us! 

It’s my last night in San Antonio and Las 
Posadas are about to begin. I sip Mexican 
hot chocolate and nibble at green-and-red 
pan dulce. The Riverwalk lights, the gra- 
cious decorations of the King William 
District, and the hilarious joy of the mari- 
achi congregation are working their magic. 
Noelle and J are feeling positively Mary— 
er, merry, as we climb aboard the crowded 
Yanaguana cruiser. 

Above us on. a bridge, an angel with 
a tinfoil halo laughs. Lights in the tower- 
ing cypress and flickering luminarias re- 
flect off each ripple in the wake of our tiny 
barge as we cast off. On the river banks, 
hundreds of voices sing out in Spanish, 
mariachis plucking sweetly. Kindergarten 
angels in pillowcases with paper wings, 
Franciscan priests—including Father Herb— 
carrying ornate banners flowing with 
streamers, lead the procession, followed by 
big-boned gals with big Texas hair, Stet- 
soned good ol’ boys, and entire Latino fam- 
ilies bearing candles. Spectators hang from 
bridges and balconies. 

Las Posadas is one of the country’s most 
beautiful, festive, and moving holiday spec- 
tacles. From one river bend to the next, the 
stream of candlelight and song builds. On 
our tiny barge, we drift downriver. The 
night is mild. Applause and confetti from 
broken cascarones fall from restaurant and 
residential balconies. There’s both rever- 
ence and revelry in the pageant, a strong 
combination of faith and fun. I look up 
to see children, teenagers, old couples—all 
in costume and holding candles—wide- 
eyed at the spectacle. For the first time in 
years, I shiver with something that feels 
like Christmas. 6 


Eric Gutierrez now mariachis with the best 
of ’em. 


e 
om 
~ 
il 
S 
~ 
= 
© 
= 


i 


Rent one of our dream cars for the Wh 


Reservations by Phone 


FIRST CLASS 


2. 


: (305) 871-000 


53 or Fax 


71-00 


(305) % 


MIAMI, FLORIDA 


PFPOoRS CHE 


GENRE | 55 


‘Dichotomy in 


the Desert 


To find the soul of Phoenix, one need only look up... 


story and photography by Rich Rubin 


I’m searching for downtown Phoenix. 

I pull out my map, puzzled: I know I’m in the wrong spot, but where should I 
be instead? 

Behind me, Camelback Mountain hunches over the city in eerie majesty, its curious 
mauve beauty tinged pink in the early evening sun. Shopping centers—the predomi- 
nant native architecture—surround me like wagon trains circling in for the night. 

I drive endless blocks past store after restaurant after mini-mall after hotel, past 
the startling desert landscape upon which Phoenix has imposed itself like shag car- 
peting on a parquet floor. I head down roads lined with pink, yellow, and scarlet 
blossoms, under the imperious gaze of the towering, stately saguaro, the area’s sig- 
nature cactus and the horticultural prince of these parts. 

But I still haven’t found downtown Phoenix, and as I pull up in front of a (liter- 
ally) faceless modern building, its mirrored facade reflecting a row of rangy palms 
and a swatch of bright sky, I decide to give up. It’s getting on towards dinnertime, 
after all, and if there’s one thing that’s easy to find in Phoenix, it’s a fabulous place 
to eat. So I shrug my shoulders and put off the search ’til tomorrow. 

This El Dorado called Phoenix: It’s proving a lot more elusive than I thought. 
Drive through the area (and I do mean drive, there’s no other option) and you'll find 
a hodgepodge of towns—but no city. Not by most conventional notions, anyway. 
The nation’s seventh largest city, Phoenix still has the unmistakable air of a work-in- 
progress, a city groping to discover a heart for itself as it continues its inexorable 
spread. This can actually be thrilling, if a bit exhausting: Exploring Phoenix is like 
dating someone 20 years your junior. 

‘ Despite the millennia since the Hohokam arrived and constructed an elaborate 
canal system that presaged the modern city, Phoenix as we know it dates back just a 
hundred-odd years. But the real explosion has been since 1950, at which time the 
city ranked 99th, and, concurrently, air-conditioning started to make its appearance 
on the horizon. Phoenix is full of the brash energy of youth, and if mistakes have 
been made (those incongruous suburban lawns, those ecosystem-altering sprinklers, 
and that layer of sludgy brown smog), isn’t youth entitled to its episodes of stubborn 


wrongheadedness? And aren't those episodes 
more than compensated for by the sheer joy 
of witnessing the transformations that ac- 
company coming-of-age? 

Like the city itself, Phoenix’s gay life is still 
developing. “The city is coming into its own,” 
says Jody Ohrazda, the amiable salesman at 
Obelisk, Phoenix’s gay bookstore. “The com- 
munity is getting much more cohesive. It’s a 
fun time right now, with everything evolving 
so quickly and so much.” Obelisk is one of sev- 
eral businesses in a newly developing coali- 
tion known as the “Rainbow Zone,” a strip 
that runs for several blocks in the vicinity of 
Camelback on either side of Central Avenue. 

It’s an opinion I hear echoed everywhere. 
Speaking with a recent transplant who’s 
working the Gay/Lesbian Community Center 
switchboard, I ask about Phoenix’s gay life. 
“To me,” she says, “coming from Indiana, it’s 
great.” I ask what she likes about the area. 
“There are possibilities...” she replies. It 


could be the city’s official mantra. 

I stop in Dwellings, a gay-owned home 
furnishings store, and ask the owner, back 
from several years in Seattle, about his 
impressions. “Phoenix has grown up,’ he 
comments. “It’s become a lot more open.” 

I drive by 4700 Central. This is a shopping 
center with a gay-owned travel agency, video 
store, Project LifeGuard (an HIV preven- 
tion, education, and outreach program), and 
Unique on Central, which offers cards, jewel- 
ry, tank tops, gifts, a tiny coffee bar, a foun- 
tain with plastic flamingoes, and a proudly 
displayed rainbow flag. 

Then I stop for Sunday brunch at Pookie’s 
Cafe, down the block. Over Southwestern 
eggs Benedict I look around: a homo with 
bronze hair watches videos with a dyke 
clutching a capacious purse; three guys in 
baseball caps down Bloody Marys with 
alarming rapidity; the stunning bartender 
glides back and forth under flickering 
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screens. Pookie, the owner, tells me that “all 
kinds of people come in, sit down, and only 
after a while say, ‘Is this a...gay restaurant? I 
tell them it’s’—he takes a deep breath—“an 
alterntivelifestylefriendlyplace.” | raise an eye- 
brow. “Did I stutter on that one?” he smiles. 

I visit the bars, beginning with Charlie’s, a 
local favorite, where I attract a lot of atten- 
tion from the sweet, cowboy-hatted bar- 
tenders and the friendly patrons, though I’m 
far from the cutest or most outgoing or, God 
knows, the youngest person in the joint. I tell 
them I’m in from New York; they bestow me 
with a gift: a scary-looking shot of some- 
thing red, and smile a welcome. 

Three men dance in perfect harmony as a 
drag queen steps out on stage; I’ve stumbled 
onto a benefit performance. I settle back to 
watch the show. If youre from anyplace but 
the Southwest, you haven't lived ’til you’ve 
watched a queen in cowboy hat, pointy 
boots, and satin sash lip-synch the latest 


Central Avenue is the dividing line between east and west addresses; streets are east of Central, 


avenues west. 


For sheer luxury, try the Arizona Biltmore (24th St. and Missouri, tel. 800-950-0086) or The 
Phoenician (6000 E. Camelback Rd., Scottsdale, tel. 800-888-8234). Marriott’s Camelback Inn 
(5402 E. Lincoln Dr., Scottsdale, tel. 800-24-CAMEL) has the best spa in town; The Boulders 
Resort (34631 North Tom Darlington Dr., Carefree, AZ, tel. 800-553-1717) offers private 
“casitas” snuggled into million-year-old rocks. Among gay places, Arizona Sunburst Inn (6245 N. 
12th PI., tel. 274-1474) is a pleasant spot with a “clothing-optional” pool in a quiet residential 
neighborhood. I've also heard good things about Larry's Bed & Breakfast (502 W. Claremont 


Ave., tel. 249-2974). 


Tarbell’s (3213 E. Camelback Rd., tel. 955-8100) is a casually upscale American bistro; Café Terra 
Cotta (6166 N. Scottsdale Rd., tel. 948-8100) for creative Southwestern cuisine; Andale Mexican 
Grill (1812 E. Camelback Rd., tel. 265-9112) for gay-friendly atmosphere and the fire of Hatch 
chiles. Pookie’s Café (4540 N. 7th St., tel. 277-2121) is the city’s gay restaurant; always popular, 
but particularly for Sunday brunch. AZ 88 (7353 Scottsdale Mall, tel. 994-5576) is a stylish, gay- 
popular spot. VVindows on the Green (6000 E. Camelback Rd., tel. 423-2530) at The Phoenician, 
and Wright's (24th St. and Missouri, tel. 955-6600), at the Arizona Biltmore, are local favorites. 


Charlie’s (727 W. Camelback Rd., tel. 265-0224) for friendliness and Western dancing; neighbor- 
hood spots Johnny Mc's (138 W. Camelback Rd., tel. 266-0875) and Harley's Too (125 W. 
Camelback Rd., tel. 274-7117). The Nu Towne Saloon (5002 E. Van Buren, tel. 267-9959) for 
beer busts (checkout the red Chevy in the corner); Roscoe's on 7th (4531 N. 7th St., tel. 285- 
0833) is an “alternative lifestyles sports bar”; Foster’s (4343 N. 7th Ave., tel. 263-8313) is the 
best dance club; VWWink’s (5707 N. 7th St., tel. 265-9002) and The Park (3002 N. 24th St., tel. 957- 
6055) have frequent entertainment; BS West (7125 E. 5th Ave., Scottsdale, tel. 945-9028) for a 
glimpse of how the other half lives. 


Stop in Obelisk (24 W. Camelback Rd. #A, tel. 266-BOOK) for information and gay publications; 
or call Valley of the Sun Gay and Lesbian Community Center (tel. 234-2752). Tourist informa- 
tion: 888-520-3434. 


country tunes. People stop their pool-play- 
ing and cheer; guys with raffle tickets circu- 
late through the crowd. It’s raucous, friendly, 
and warm-hearted. 

A world away, among the perfumeries and 
children’s boutiques of an upscale Scottsdale 
shopping center, lies BS West, where I sip 
club soda with men in khakis, tight T-shirts, 
and sleeveless cotton sweaters. I see more 
Campari-and-sodas in one room than I’ve 
seen in an entire lifetime, and there’s an ATM 
in the corner of the club—a standard club 
amenity here, I later discover. 

I ask the bartender about gay life in 
Phoenix/Scottsdale. “It’s hot,” he replies, 
adding, “this is a town that goes by drink 
specials.” Leafing through Echo Magazine, a 
local gay publication, I see his point. There’s 
a night-by-night breakdown of bar specials, 
and you can plan your evenings by beer bust 
or karaoke. 

But that still won't help you find the city of 
Phoenix, which is my magnificent, if slightly 
ridiculous, obsession. The next day dawns 
bright and lucid, and I can tell it’s going to be 
a scorcher. And the new day brings with it 
a new idea: Perhaps Phoenix is best ap- 
proached by theme, rather than geography; 
maybe that’s the key to this sprawling, viva- 
cious metropolis-on-the-verge. So I start ex- 
ploring by motif, which, it turns out, makes 
more sense. 

Does the heart of Phoenix lie in its re- 
sorts? They’re certainly an important part of 


what the area has to offer. I particularly love 
the Frank Lloyd Wright-inspired Southwest- 
ern chic of the Arizona Biltmore, as well as 
the unabashed opulence of The Phoenician, 
which sprawls across the Phoenix/Scottsdale 
border. But they’re just the two most famous 
examples among many such spots; the city is 
above all a resort town. Perhaps that’s why it 
has developed so haphazardly. Who needs a 
city when visitors can inhabit any number of 
self-contained worlds of luxury? 

To test my hypothesis, I sign up for a 
treatment at Camelback Inn’s famous spa. I 
choose the Para-Joba Body Moisturizer, 
which promises to leave my skin “silky 
smooth and glowing.” I shuck my clothes 
and am led to a room where soft classical 
music plays. I lie on my stomach while Chris, 
my—what do you call him? Treatment pro- 
vider?—exfoliates my skin with a soft brush. 
I’m sprayed with a light, lavender-scented 
mist, massaged with pure jojoba oil, mum- 
mified from shoulders to toes in towels 


An-art-deco parapet provides one of 
the few ‘historical’ftouches in. this 
first generation metropolis. 


soaked in warm wax, and left to lie. Almost 
immediately, I develop an itch on my nose. I 
will it away. 

After ten minutes, Chris comes back, 
removes the towels, I roll over, and the 
process is repeated. Then, a sauna, which 
makes me sweat rivers, and then a lavender- 
scented Turkish steam room. Baking and 
steaming complete, my subsequent shower 
yields a startling discovery: Has someone 
slipped in here with me? I’m amazed to 
discover my hands are grazing my own 
shockingly soft, smooth skin. This could be- 
come addictive. 

Energized, I set out immediately to explore 
another Phoenix amenity: the great out- 
doors. This city is nothing if not wedded to 
the territory from which it springs; it’s a pro- 
ductive, if sometimes uneasy, union—and 
perhaps a love match as well. 

Past the faux-Western facades behind the 
resort, I trot up Mummy Mountain on easy- 
grade trails. Later, I scale Camelback Moun- 


tain, explore ancient petroglyphs at Deer 
Valley Rock Art Center, and hike up Squaw 
Peak for a sunset view of the Phoenix skyline 
(when I mention this to a friend, she just 
laughs, shaking her head at the concept of a 
Phoenix “skyline”). 

I spend the next day in South Mountain 
Park: the best natural preserve the city has to 
offer. It sparks an internal dialogue about the 
fascinating dichotomy that exists between the 
city’s attempts to conquer the desert and 
showcase it. But then, Phoenix is full of such 
dichotomies: It’s the capital of a conservative 
Republican state, but there are 30 gay bars and 
a slew of community organizations. It can be 
perfectly elegant or utterly tacky; as the short 
drive from the elegant El Pedregal shopping 
center on the grounds of Boulders Resort to 
Rawhide—a re-created Western town complete 
with staged shootouts and shops carrying rat- 
tlesnake-head key chains—demonstrates. 

The biggest dichotomy: With public trans- 
portation nearly nonexistent, Phoenix > 93 
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Cruise with 


Jan. 8-22 Sydney, Melbourne, Hobart, 
Milford Sound, Lyttlelton, 

Picton, Wellington, Tauranga, Sydney, 
Auckland. Seabourn 

Jan. 11-18 Barbados, St. Martin, 

St. Bart, Isles des Saintes, Bequia, 
Barbados. Wind Star 

Jan.30-Feb.6 Miami, Grand Cayman, 
Cancun, Cozumel, Great 

Stirrup Cay, Miami. Atlantis 

Feb. 6-19 Fjords. of Chile. 

Seabourn 


Feb. 15-20 Miami, Key West, Cozumel, 


Miami. RSVP 

Feb. 20-Mar.1 Miami, Puerto Rico, 
Caracas, Venezuela, Aruba, Miami 
(Sold out; waitlist closed.) RSVP 
Mar. 1-8 Barbados, Tobago Cay, 
Tobogo, Grenada, Martinique, 

St. Lucia, Barbados Wind Star 
Mar. 15-22 Los Angeles, Puerto 
Vallarta, Mazatlan, Cabo, 

Los Angeles. RSVP 

Mar. 22-29 Barbados, Nevis, St, 
Martin, St. Bart, Isles des Saintes, 
Bequia, Barbados. 

Wind Star/ ZMAX 

Mar. 29-Apr. 5 St.Thomas, St. John, 
St. Martin, St. Bart, Tortola, 

Virgin Gorda (British Virgins), Jost 
Van Dyke, St. Thomas. 

Wind Spirit /ZMAX 


Apr: 13-27 Lisbon, Madiera, 
Casablanca, Seville, Malaga, Minorca, 
Port Vendres, Barcelona. 

Seabourn Legend 


Apr. 23-May 7 Haifa, Israel, Antalya, 


Fethiye, Kusadasi, Istanbul, 
Volos, Mykonos, Santorini, 


Navplion, Athens. 
Seabourn £' re) 
; h 29 
= P 
_ 
Zz a nM se A i: American) travel 


Beress Agency — 
TRAVEL @ TOURS INC a 


305-532-0111. FAX 305-532-1222 
420 Lincoln Rd., Ste. 239, Miami Beach, Florida, 33139 


1-800-TO-GO-GAY 


Apr. 27-May 4 Barcelona, Corsica, 
Nice, Portovenere, Cannes, Monte 
Carlo. Seabourn 

June 4-11 Istanbul, Kusadasi 
(Ephesus), Mykonos, Corinth Canal, 
Dubrovnik, Venice. 

Seabourn / ZMAX 

July 28-Aug. 4 Vancouver, Ketchikan, 
Sitka, Juneau, Hubbard Glacier, 
Seward, Anchorage. RSVP 

Sept. 5-12 Istanbul, Turkey, Kusadasi, 
Turkey (Ephesus), Rhodes, Greece, 
Bodrum, Turkey, Santorini, Greece, 
Mykonos, Athens (Mykonos extension 
available.) Wind Star /ZMAX 

Dec. 26-Jan. 2,1999 Costa Rica, 
including Quepos. Wind Song/ ZMAX 


Small gay groups on 
specially selected itineraries. 
RSVP: Chartered nearly all gay. 
Reserve now. 
ATLANTIS: Chartered; all-gay. 
American Express Platinum Card: 
Additional discounts and amenities on 
many sailings. 
Windstar Cruises: Smaller ships, gay 
friendly, no ties or jackets, sports 
programs. 
Seabourn Cruises: Gay friendly, one- 
seating dining, all-suite ship. 
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BENEFITING HEALTH CRISIS NETWORK 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH, 1997 
IN THE SPECTACULAR FIRST UNION PLAZA 
9:00PM 'TIL ? 


Music $30 ADVANCED . $40 DOOR 


MARK TARBOX FOR TICKETS CALL 1.800.628.5268 
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Ross BERGER, 


200 SOUTH BISCAYNE BLVD . DOWNTOWN MIAMI 
SHUTTLE AVAILIBLE TO AND FROM THE BEACH FZ 
\ a. 


WWW.WHITEPARTYWEEK.COM 


GRFX “| /MIKAL 


PARTY SAFE 954 . 453 . 1922 


In the U.S., circumcision has been standard practice for infant males for 
decades. Now, increasing numbers of adult males—gay and straight— 
are undoing the doctor's deed. Scott Seomin investigates. 


photography by Florian Schneider 


Cut or uncut? For most of American-born men, foreskins are a foregone—and 
long gone—conclusion. By dint of social and religious tradition, circumcision 
has frequently been as automatic as the infection-preventing eyedrops babies get 
right after birth. Perhaps coinciding with the recent increase in international travel, 
which exposes Americans to their “unexposed” counterparts, many cut men have 
come to question a practice so pervasive that its aesthetic seems almost more “nat- 
ural” than what nature itself gave us. But as it becomes more widely known that the 
long-held assumption—circumcision at birth is justified for medical and hygienic 
reasons—is nothing more than an assumption, the reaction has been increas- 
ingly angry. 

So angry, in fact, that there’s a new movement afoot to try to redress the wrongs 
perpetrated upon helpless infants. But once it’s done, isn’t it done? These days, it 
seems that even the undoable might be doable; there are at least a variety of options 
now available for those who feel compelled to try. (Some debate about the pros and 
cons of cut versus uncut always livens up a dinner party, but this article will focus on 
those who feel the need to return to the shape they were born with.) 

“T resented the fact that somebody circumcised me at birth and I didn’t have any 
say in the matter,” says Roland Clark, a 63-year-old Southern California business- 
man who invented a device to restore foreskin. “I wanted to be as nature intended 
me to be. I was frustrated that somebody else had something I didn’t have, and I 
originally had, and it was taken away from me.” 
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But Clark’s reaction is practically serene 
compared to the anger felt by some other 
circumcised men. “I learned what circumci- 
sion does, which is control and humiliate 
males and destroy and disempower the 
human spirit,” claims Gary Parker, a sales- 
man from Long Beach, California. “And 
then I was just heartbroken and angry. I 
felt extremely angry, cheated, depressed, 


Though the popularity of attempted fore- 
skin restoration attests to the growing dissat- 
isfaction with a custom in which the main 
“participant” is a nonconsenting nonadult, 
there is unfortunately no avalanche of reports 
attesting to phalanxes of newly foreskinned 
studs strutting around un-uncovered. By all 
accounts, the effort involved can easily be 
viewed by most as daunting (if definitely 


reports that while circumcision is “very occa- 
sionally” medically indicated, state-of-the-art 
surgery has “yet to develop a satisfying tech- 
nique” for reversing the procedure. 

Even so, in 1980, Roland Clark decided it 
was time to address his own frustrations and 
that of others who felt cheated out of a pre- 
puce. He invented the P.U.D., or “Penis Un- 


and violated.” 


year-old massage therapist Brian Law- 
son, adding, “there is just no reason 
for the procedure, which I consider 
genital mutilation.” 

If these reactions seem extreme to 
many who would perhaps only con- 
sider the possibility of decreased 
sensitivity, consider the actual loss 
involved. When a male infant is cir- 
cumcised, the skin that is removed 
would be equivalent to a three-inch 
by five-inch index card if left in- 
tact. According to Thomas J. Ritter, 
M.D., by adulthood this discarded 
skin would contain “over 50 million 
cells, 250 feet of nerve, and 750 
nerve endings.” 

Familiar with these statistics, Brian 
Lawson offers more. “Doctors are re- 
moving around 51% of a tissue area 
rich in erogenous, pleasure-transmit- 
ting nerve muscles, which not only 
gives us pleasure but protects a really 
delicate part of our bodies.” 
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“Not being intact can stir up a lot of emo- 
tional anger, fear, and frustration,” says 37- 


worth it for the very motivated). 


Cut and Curious? 


Product Resources 

American Bodycrafters, Inc. (PU.D. manufac- 
turer): PO. Box 7555, Huntington Beach, CA 
92615, tel. 800-33-4MORE, fax: 714-374- 
0645. ($1 35-$165) 


The Restore Skin System (T-tape and clip sys- 
tem): Evans Industries, Tucson, AZ 85726, tel. 
520-743-9933. ($99.95 + $8.50 shipping and 
handling. Order includes tape devices, elastic 
straps, tape removal lotion, and informational 
video) 

Foreskin Restoration Cones: Second Skin, 
PO, Box 685, Robert, LA 70455. ($54 includ- 
ing shipping) 


Publications 

The Joy of Uncircumcising! by Jim Bigelow, Ph.D, 
(Marketscope Books) 

Foreskin:A Closer Look by Bud Berkeley 
(Alyson Publications) 

Foreskin Quarterly edited by Scott McGillivray 
(Brush Creek Media) 


The Joy of Being a Boy by Elizabeth Noble 
with Leo Sorger (New Life Images) 


John Kowalczyk, M.D., a Los Angeles urol- 
ogist specializing in penile reconstruction, 


circumcising Device,” one of several mechan- 
ical devices on the market that attempt to re- 
store the foreskin. The P.U.D—which looks 
something like a miniature torpedo—is made 
of surgical-quality stainless steel, 
comes in three sizes (medium, 
large, and extra-large), and several 
weights (ranging from ten ounces to 
22 ounces). Installation is fairly low 
tech: Users simply place the flaccid 
penis in the scooped-out end of 
the device, gently pull the available 
shaft skin over the P.U.D. edges, 
and secure with surgical paper 
tape. The device lengthens the fore- 
skin by stretching it with mild 
weight. “There is a urinary pas- 
sage, so removal isn’t necessary in 
order to relieve yourself,” explains 
Clark, who notes that most cus- 
tomers see some progress within 
two to three months, and have 
“total coverage, some even when 
erect” in one to two years. 
According to Clark, this, of 
course, depends on the amount of 
time the P.U.D. is worn. While 


Internet Newsgroups — 


http://net.indra.com/ ~shredder/intactlana 
my/index.html 


http//weberu.washington. eduldé0lgcd/DOC 
http://users.why.net/niks4wen 


Organizations cc 

Circumcision Resource Center: FO, Bose 232, | 
Boston, MA 02133, tel, 617-523- 0088. Ronald | 
Goldman, Ph.D, Director | 


Doctors Opposing Circumcision (00 Ch 
2442 NW Market Street, Suite 42, Seattle, 
WA 98107. E-mail: gcd@u.washington.edu. 
Dr. George Denniston, President 


National Organization to Halt the Abuse and 
Routine Mutilation of Males (NOHARMM): 
PO, Box 460795, San Francisco, CA 94146, 
tel. 415-826-3351.Tim Hammond, Founder _ 


National Organization of Circumcision 
Information Resource Centers (NOCIRC 
PO. Box 2512, San Anselmo, CA 94979-2512, 
tel. 415-488-9883, Marilyn Milos, R Exec- 
utive Director 
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longer wear means faster results, Clark rec- 
ommends wearing the device “for just a few 
hours a day every day.” In such a sensitive 
area, “mild weight” may be misnomer. One 
man’s painless procedure may be another 
man’s test of endurance. Yet Clark says shaft 
skin is remarkably resilient. “All skin has elas- 
ticity, allowing you to grow and gain weight. 
The skin on the penis is no different, so if 
you force it to stretch, it will oblige.” 

If any of this sounds dangerous, Clark 
notes that only one customer has encoun- 
tered a problem in the 17 years of selling his 
invention. “This guy used the highest-quali- 
ty, stickiest of industrial packing tape, so he 
was lifting his hide off each time he removed 
the device,” Clark explains. “In our instruc- 
tions—which are included for a reason—we 
recommend that you use surgical tape.” 

Parker chose another device, The Restore 
Skin System. In lieu of weights and gravity, 
this method relies on constant pulling of a 
penis-adhering T-shaped tape by a clip that 
attaches to an elastic strap, which can be 
worn around the waist, down the leg, or over 
the shoulder. Parker, who has achieved 
“about half-coverage,” says the technique 
also helps him channel his anger about cir- 
cumcision. “I'd recommend it to anyone who 
is cut. Replacing my foreskin makes me feel a 
lot better.” 

The Foreskin Restoration Cones, from 
Second Skin, are also nonweighted. A set of 
three graduated cones—which are made 
of lightweight, nonallergenic polyurethane 
elastomer—work much like the P.U.D., mi- 
nus the weight. 

Although there is no clear consensus on 
the success rate of foreskin repair, even those 
who claim full restoration, like Clark, find 
the end result has its bittersweet elements. 
“The millions of little sensory nerves in the 
skin that were lost aren’t going to be regener- 
ated,” he says with sadness in his voice. “But 
at least I have the next best thing: a protected 
glans which is now ultrasensitive. When I 
look at myself today, I see myself the way I 
should be. I feel complete, I feel whole. I feel 
that my body is now functioning like it 
should be. I don’t feel mutilated anymore.” 

And, with his P.U.D.-selling business 
thriving, Clark has no plans to close up shop. 
“I would have to say this, though,” he notes 
with a laugh. “If they stopped circumcising 
tomorrow, well, I would be the only guy 
in the world who's happy to be going out 
of business!” © 


Scott Seomin is a West Hollywood-based free- 
lance writer who will never, ever use industrial 
packing tape again. 
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The premiere gay and lesbian 


Information Hotline. 

Our operators are standing by 
to help you find the right 
hotel, bar, restaurant, shop 
or service closest to 
where you are or 
where you're going. 


OUR OPERATORS ARE 
ANXIOUSLY AWAITING 
YOUR CALL! 


100% TOLL FREE 
NATIONWIDE 


Attention business owners: 


Call to verify your free one line listing! 
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Tricom Pictures 


STAT GIG BUSERTSS HEPC 


Presents 


A Feature of the Industry Insights 
Television Series 


Q) 
Rainbow... 
card 


Don’t miss a televised interview with 
Martina Navratilova and learn about the 
Rainbow Card - a Visa® credit card that 
she created with and for members of the 
lesbian and gay community. Find out how 
every purchase made with this card helps 

to support causes of importance to the 
community and offers its members a vari- 
ety of benefits. For more info call, 1-800- 

99-RAINBOW or visit us on the web at 
www.rainbowcard.com. 


Tricom Pictures and Productions, 
“Educating and Entertaining the World.” 
Call 1-800-333-2008 for Additional 

Programming Information. 
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Hanging suit bag by Tumi. 
Leather cabin bag by Coach. 
Multicolor wool sweater by 
Missoni. Black cotton pants by 
Katharine Hamnett. 
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White towel by Ralph 
Lauren. Leather travel 
kit by Coach. 


“Love 1s Patient” 


And when he's getting ready to go 
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out, so am I. Time for a catnap... 


ABOVE: Black nylon backpa 

Calvin Klein. Backpack and le 

gym bag, both by Mandarina Duck. 
Tie case and black le 
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ather travel 


case, both by Coach. Brown 
leather shaving case by Tumi. 
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Suit bag by Hart Mann. 
Cabin bag by Coach. Week- 
end bag by Tumi. Black 
pants by Krizia. Black pants 
by Katharine Hamnett. 


I think next life 

ll marry someone 
who doesn’t wear 
the same size shirt... 
to be continued (hopefully)... 


Photography by Kar! Simone. 
Styling by Nigel Winzer. 
Models: Dean Kelly and 
Alex Sabatini for Next. 


BARRY DILLER, SANDY GALLIN, 
JEFFREY KATZENBERG, RON MEYER, 
and FRED ROSEN 


INVITE YOU TO JOIN THEM 
AS 
AIDS PROJECT LOS ANGELES PRESENTS 


A TEN YEAR COMMITMENT TO LIFE 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1997 
UNIVERSAL AMPHITHEATRE, 
UNIVERSAL CITY, SHOWTIME 7:30 PM 


For Ticket information call Ticketmaster at: 
213-480-3232 for $50 and $100 tickets. 


For $250, $500, $1,000 and special benefit packages contact: 
Levy, Pazanti & Associates at 310-201-5033. 


Proceeds raised from Commitment To Life 10 will go towards FEKET, = 

oe AIDS Project Los Angeles’ nearly 30 free, life sustaining services to TEr 

ELS over 6,000 persons living with AIDS; to funding education and HIV risk UNIVERSAL 
reduction programs and advocating for fair and effective public policy. - 

| Al D 5 Thank you for your support. AMPHITHEATRE 


] LOS ANGELES 


THIS SHOW IS A SPECIAL EVENT. THE UNIVERSAL AMPHITHEATRE DISCLAIMS ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR ARTISTS APPEARANCES AND ASPECTS OF THE PRESENTATION. 
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HOW WELL-TRAVELED ARE YOU? 


by Mark Olmsted 


O K so you've traipsed through more airports than a flight attendant for Air 

9 Mattress. Suffered so much jet lag the ground rep asks if she can check the bags 
under your eyes. Decked your own mother when she stood in the “pass left” side of the 
Terminal C People Mover. You're “well-traveled.” 

Guess again, bucko. Well-traveled doesn’t mean you have enough frequent flyer certificates 
to wallpaper your water closet. It means that the places you’ve been to, you've been to well. 
Your experiences have been exotic, erotic, quixotic. Your observations about the locals are 
astute yet not condescending. You can pronounce Ypres. 

You can’t pronounce Ypres???!!! In other words: You've never been to Banff, much less 
Canada. In fact, the only time you've ever left the country is for one of those Margarita- 
and-Thong package weekends to Canctin. Well then, think of this not as a test, but as an 
opportunity to learn. After all, do you really want that humpy nature photographer with the A Heckin: 
kindling in his chest hair at Gate 17 to know that the closest you've ever been to Africa is i aenticia: 
Daktari reruns? ) 
) 


_ It is still impossible to obtain a visa for: 
a) North Korea. 
b) Cuba. 
c) Albania. 
d) The Butch Ball. 


Where is Alexanderplatz? 


1, c) Plattsburgh. 
Weeegpnink so. d) Next to Nordstrom. 


Botswana is: c) A cocky kind of beret. 14 Which wonder of the ancient world 
a) A small country in Southern Africa. d) The oldest Brady girl in the subtitled still survives? 
b) A thick, suedelike fabric. film version. a) The Great Pyramids. 
c) Somewhere Cyndi Lauper had fun. Min Scandinavia, skél means: b) The Hanging Gardens of Babylon. 
d) The name of the fattest Spice Girl. ayiCheerst c) The Colossus at Rhodes. 
Your favorite memory from your junior b) God bless! d) Quentin Crisp. 
year abroad is: ' c) The hell with you! ; 15) The United Kingdom consists of: 
a Madame Lafont s unbelievable quiche. d) Damn, it’s freezing in here! ‘i a) Britain, Wales, and Scotland. 
b) Monsieur Lafont’s unbelievable @ Belize is: b) England, Canada, and Ireland. 
quiche. 4 " a) The former British Honduras. c) Kasakhstan, Tajikistan, and 
“ i tuaiee eent, b) A great place for snorkeling. Deafmanistan. 
d) Bonanza in French. c) A new talk-show host. d) Disney, ABC, and Capital Cities. 
The capital of The Netherlands is: d) So last year. 16 Bosnia-Herzegovina: 
a) Amsterdam. @> After the war, the capital of South a) Is part of the former Yugoslavia. 
b) The Hague.  . Vietnanevene nenanged: b) Is overrun by land mines. 
c) Startrecht. a) Ho Chi Minh City. c) Is a major Croatian drag queen. 
d) The Sherry Netherlands? b) China Beach. d) Is not covered by Blue Cross. 
Isak Dinesen wrote: c) South Hanoi. 17. In New York, Houston Street is pro- 
a) Out of Africa. d) Miss Saigon. nounced: 
b) The English Patient. 10) The Orient Express runs through: a) How-stun. 
c) The Boys of Bangkok. . a) Eastern Europe b) Hew-stun. 
d) Call Me Izzy. x i 
“) b) Western Russia. c) Who-stin. 

In Russia, after a toast, you: c) The Indian Subcontinent. d) I don’t know, but wouldn’t Whitney 
a) Throw the glass into the fireplace. d) Memphis, Tennessee. Dallas Fort-Worth be a hysterical 
b) Throw your dinner plate into a circle. li am name for a drag queen? 
c) Dance like a cossack. jp Cvs lene fe : 
di) Mintle dint aetna: a) An Australian travel writer known for : ; 7 

his witty commentary. ISNOY IY} SUIAVI] Ja1J0g J,uOp AjyuvIT 
“La Marseillaise” is: b) A cream-cheese dish prized in Wales. Buyaansy 494109 4.Uog] “NOA sof 240] 00} $1 
a) The French National Anthem. c) Elton John’s boyfriend. ‘981109 a4aM (B) SdaMsuD Isutf ayy [pv IY] UOL 
b) “Miracle Whip” in French. d) A really annoying name. -sanb puosas aij Aq no ain3if qupip nod fy 
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‘ BY BRET K., 


A MALL A B Le AT 
FROM NEW HARB 
1-800-748-6274 


TRAVEL WITHOUT 


Odysseus® is the finest International Gay Travel 
Planner covering more than 110 countries worldwide 
from Albania to Zimbabwe and. beyond, Discover the 
world’s most exciting travel destinations in an easy to 
read “All-In-One” Gay Travel planner. Ask for 
Odysseus® at your favorite Gay & Lesbian bookshop. 
Odysseus® is available in fine bookstores worldwide. 


ODYSSEUS® hotels 
& resorts worldwide 


Odysseus® offers more than 14 years experience in 
international gay travel. We represent the best gay/gay 
friendly hotels and resorts in: Mykonos, Santorini, 
Athens and all Greek Islands, Turkey, Israel, Ibiza, Sitges, 
Gran Canaria, European Cities including Eastern 
Europe and Russia, Australia, New Zealand, Argentina, 
Brazil and many other destinations worldwide. We 
have rooms for the AMSTERDAM GAY GAMES 
1998 at the Hotel Eden** and at the Hotel 
Wilhelmina**. Rooms go fast so call now for 
reservations. 


When you are ready to travel you know you can trust 
Odysseus to handle your international reservations in a 
quick and efficient way. Please call, fax or email Odysseus to 
receive your FREE COLOR BROCHURE. 


The Power of Gay Travel” [ag2 
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AMSTERDAM 
continued from page 48 


wanting to up the restaurant’s homo ante. I 
predict success: If the cherubs on the ceil- 
ing, or the imaginative cuisine (rib-eye with 
mustard butter, salmon and cod tournedos 
in caper sauce, zucchini-nut terrine with 
mint-créme fraiche) don’t. do the trick, then 
the astoundingly cute waiters will. 

I chat with one of them at the street 
party along the Amstel River—and it’s my 
most remarkable moment in a city where 
remarkable moments are as common as— 
well, cheese or tulips. His name is Joris, 
and, though straight, he’s spent the day on 
security detail for the canal parade. His 
reaction to the day’s events: “It was a beau- 
tiful experience.” 

As we speak during a brief break in the 
music, I’m astounded at what I hear. Is it 
possible that young straight people here 
are so progressive? And articulate? When a 
20-something Amsterdamer starts talking 
in phrases like “global village,” you perk up 
and listen. And realize, startled: He’s not 
even speaking in his native language! 

On homophobia, for instance: “We just 
don’t have time for that anymore. This is 
Amsterdam; there’s no room here for that 
kind of thinking.” Joris swears he’s not un- 
usual but typical—the most surprising thing 
he says all night. “Oh, I’m sure there are 
some people that still have prejudice, that 
think being gay is a freak of nature or some- 
thing. I say to them”’—and please read this 
carefully and remember it, for it’s at the heart 
of what makes this city so wonderful, and the 
reason why you can’t miss the Games—‘T say 
to them, if you're so intolerant, why don't 
you just, you know, get out of Amsterdam?” 

I'm giving this to you word for word, I 
swear it! He continues: “And when you 
accept different sexual orientations, maybe 
then you start accepting different her- 
itages. I think we may be creating a global 
village here”—my pen is flying by now, a 
tear snaking silently down my cheek— 
“and while I don’t think I'll see it in my life- 
time, I know it’s coming,” he says. 

I walk home along the Oudezijds 
Voorburgwal canal, my eyes still wet, my 
heart filled with—dare I say it?—hope. I'd 
almost given up on that one; then along 
came Joris. 

And I'll tell you one thing for sure. 
When that global village comes, it’s com- 
ing first to Amsterdam. 

See you there. 6 


Rich Rubin has a clog on his foot and a song 
in his heart. 


FOUR DUTCH TULIPS 
continued from page 48 


UTRECHT 
Train time from Amsterdam: 30 minutes 
Local tourist board: 0! |-31-30-233-1544 
he biggest of the cities discussed here, 
Utrecht retains a university-town charm, 
its oldest section a warren of narrow streets 
and shady squares, its population young, hip, 
and active. 

Ignore the monstrous shopping center that 
engulfs the train station; once outside (it may 
take a while), you're practically at the heart of 
the old town. The first thing | notice is that 
canalside dining really means canalside dining 
in Utrecht; the umbrella-bedecked tables 
aren't on a street above the waterways, but 
actually at water level, so you can peer into 
the eyes of boaters gliding past or walkers on 
canalside paths (that's another pleasure—you 
can actually stroll along the water). The 
bridges? Just excuses for more tables, more 
revelry. | visit Domplein, a shady square in the 
shadow of Holland’s oldest Gothic church, 
where | find—what else?—yet more opportu- 
nities for a beer or meal. 

Be sure to check out the winning From 
Music Box to Barrel Organ Museum—reason 
enough to visit Utrecht—or shop along the 
wide pedestrians-only streets. Then descend 
to the canals and, if you remember, hoist an 
Amstel for me. 


DELFT 
Train time from Amsterdam: 55 minutes 
Local tourist board: 0! |-31-15-212-6100 

t's my favorite Dutch treat, this achingly beau- 

tiful little village whose name is synonymous 
with fine porcelain. The hometown of Vermeer, 
it's a study in picturesque tranquility: cobble- 
stoned streets winding past tiny canals, narrow 
white bridges, quiet with fetching names 
like Koormmarkt (Corn Market) and Peper 
straat (Pepper Street). It's like a miniature Am- 
sterdam without the craziness. 

| have a field day in the porcelain shops, 
learning about the var of delftware (it's 
not all the familiar blue white, you know). 
| wander seciidded anes past elaborately 
adorned buildings whose narrative gablestones 
tell a history by themse and relax at an 
outdoor table on Markt, the main square. 
Sitting over coffee and a Dutch pancake, | 

recall a series of images, etched in my mind as 
clearly as a Vermeer painting: a couple on 
ancient bikes pedaling merrily down a winding 
road; a kaleidoscopic barrel organ wending its 
tuneful way beside a still canal; a sky the blue 
of Royal delftware, laced with the same pastel 
clouds Vermeer painted three centuries ago. 
And | know that for me Delft will never be just 
a brand of porcelain again. How could it be, 
when it has so serenely and confidently worked 
its way into my heart? G 
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R SHAPER BRIEFS 


GIVE YOU 


E-CATCHING 
BUTTOCKS 
INSTANTLY! 


Specially Constructed Pads provide you with what nature may have 
neglected. 

The world has never seen briefs like this: Ingeniously designed pads 
discreetly “build up” your rear...center stitch seams..."eye popping” 
cleavage...bottom band lifts and thrusts...everything acts together to 
show off your new perfectly proportioned buttocks. Special abdominal 
panel flattens your middle, makes you look pounds slimmer! You look 
younger, trimmer, sexier! 

Meticulously Tailored... Totally Comfortable...Invisibly Worn... 
Machine Washable! 

Made of the softest lycra spandex fabric that s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-s with 
you...acts like a second skin. Never a seam or bulge. Totally undetect- 
able... No ride up crotch...no binds...no pinches... Your designer 
hugging slacks, jeans, sportswear will fit better for a sleek look. 
Only you will know the Hollywood Secret to looking like a “Hunk”. 
Spice It Up! 

Super Shaper Briefs is available with a snap in fly front endow- 
ment pad...specially designed and contoured to show off your | 
Manneod | in the most exciting detail. 


=== = CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY= == 
Send To: Rush Industries, Inc., Dept. SB577TC 
75 Albertson Ave., Albertson, NY, 11507 | 
YES! | too would like to look like a “Hollywood Hunk” 
instantly. Please rush my Super Shaper Briefs today. | 
O Super Shaper Briefs Only $24.95 + $4 S. & H. 
e (J Special! Buy 2 Get 1 FREE Only $49.96 + $5 S & H. | 
uss D atl Hina a afl L)Spice It Up! Endowment Pad Only $5 each. 
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Men's Fitness Magazine, April 1995: Before seeing the Enclosed find $ Sorry, no COD's 
Super Shaper Briefs on me... “My girlfriend was CHARGE IT! [_]VISA []JMASTER Exp. 
unenthused... How quickly she changed her tune.” | Acct. Ni 
Self, Feb. 1995: Briefs that give women something . 
to..."ogle” at. Signature 
For Him Magazine, April 1995, Leading British publica- 
tion: These wonder-briefs...use discreet padding to pro- 
vide pumped-up muscular buns. “Hurrah for Super 
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FLBe WATCHING You 


What happens when the man of your dreams becomes your worst 

nightmare? Special Features Editor Robrt L. Pela investigates how 

the shiny surface of that hot first date turns into the murky black 
hole of endless obsession. 


illustration by Donna McCormack 


After seven years of blind dates and boring tricks and hideous, lonely nights 
spent trolling dark, smelly discos and then going home to sleep alone, you've finally 
met him. The Man of Your Dreams has shown up at last, and he’s brought with him 
the dimples and sense of humor and great, wide shoulders that you always knew he 


would have. 
He’s come equipped with something else besides—something you didn’t count 
on. Your new Romeo can’t seem to get enough of you. By the end of your first date 


he’s referred to your “relationship” twice, and by the end of the first week he’s asked 
you out every night and called you a total of 49 times. When you tell him you think 
you “need some space” and that you want to “take things more slowly,” he tells you 
to “go fuck yourself” and then storms off in a huff. 

By the time Mr. Not-So-Wonderful starts calling you at work, crying and begging 
forgiveness, you know youre in real trouble. You credit him for the nightly 3 a.m. 
telephone hang-ups and the unusual number of unordered anchovy pizzas that are 
delivered to your house. You figure it’s no coincidence that “someone” has spray- 
painted a pink triangle on your new Miata. 

Maybe you thought being stalked was something that only happened to movie 
stars and straight people. Not according to Kris Drumm, coordinator of the domes- 
tic violence program of New York City’s Gay and Lesbian Anti-Violence Project. 
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Drumm says that stalking and other forms of 
domestic violence occur as often in gay rela- 
tionships as in heterosexual romances, but, she 
says, “gay stalking situations are seriously un- 
derreported because gay men are hesitant to 
trust the agencies they might report to. They’re 
afraid to report a stalker to the police because 
of the possible homophobic response their 
report will receive.” 

Drumm says that the wonders of technol- 
ogy are at least partly responsible for the 
prevalence of stalking cases today. “Path- 
ological people can keep tabs on their poten- 
tial prey more easily nowadays,” she says, 
“because they can harass you via your beeper 
or your E-mail address. Usually that’s where 
these cases start. They often escalate into some- 
thing more frightening.” 


Life Imitates Art 

“Peter” knows all about the horrors of ro- 
mance gone wrong. A Seattle-based artist, 
Peter has been stalked by a real master. “I’ve 
been harassed nonstop by this guy for the 
past six years,” Peter says. “And the incredible 
thing is, I never even dated him.” 

Peter met “Eddie” in art school when they 
both signed up for the same life drawing class. 
“I thought he was nice and we really hit it off” 


remembers. “I don’t know how he got out of 
there with it. Two days later he wrote me a 
16-page letter confessing that he’d stolen the 
roach and was going to burn it and then eat 
the remains.” About a week later, Eddie 
delivered a check to the gallery owner for 
the piece he'd poached, and then he re- 
turned the giant insect to Peter’s home with 
a letter saying he’d done all this to “prove 
his love.” 

“That was six years ago,” Peter says. “Eddie 
has shown up at every one of my openings, 
and always buys at least one piece from each 
show. He writes to me about once a month— 
more often when he sees an article about me 
in a local paper—and he tells me that he still 
thinks of himself as my husband.” Peter is so 
troubled by Eddie’s presence at his art 
exhibits that he often doesn’t attend his own 
openings. Every six months he renews a re- 
straining order against Eddie, and he sends 
photocopies of each of Eddie’s letters to 
the police. 

Peter has done just about all that the law 
will allow to protect himself. Drumm says 
that, unfortunately, gay men have fewer 
options in keeping their stalkers at bay. “Gay 
men don’t have access to the same family 
courts that heterosexuals use to protect them- 


Attack of the Love Nurses 

“Tt’s amazing the amount of power people 
wield when they’re disrupting your life,” says 
“Hugh.” Hugh ought to know—he’s been 
stalked twice—both times by straight wo- 
men who fell in love with him and refused 
to believe that he was “really gay.” In each 
case, these misdirected hearts belonged to 
nurses with whom Hugh worked at an 
AIDS hospice. 

“You know, everyone makes friends at 
work,” Hugh—a nurse himself—says, ner- 
vously running his hand through his long, 
dark hair. “And I guess I’m naturally flirta- 
tious. But what am I supposed to do? Not 
talk to people at work in case someone 
decides to fall in love with me?” 

Drumm says that there are early signs that 
can tip us off to potential crazies. “Obsessive 
jealousy is the big one,” she says. “Most abu- 
sive people are excessively controlling, so 
watch out if he starts trying to limit the time 
you spend with friends and family. Isolation 
is a means that an obsessive person will use 
to control his lover. You're less likely to ques- 
tion his tactics if you don’t have access to 
people who want to know why your boy- 
friend is acting so strange.” 

But spotting potential stalkers isn’t so easy, 


bometimes | feel like Fi stuck in a really bad movie-Of-the-Week, an tt will only end 
- WheN One day | Open the door to Paul, Holding a dozen Poses—and a big, Sharp a. 


Peter remembers, “but definitely in a nonsex- 
ual way. I was never attracted to him, and I let 
him know that in the kindest possible way 
when I realized he had a crush on me.” 

But things really started to get creepy 
when, a few months after meeting Eddie, 
Peter started dating “Frank.” “Eddie really 
freaked out,” Peter recalls. “He was talking 
about how I was betraying him and how our 
love was the only true love. The guy went 
completely bonkers, calling and threatening 
me and stuff. I realized that I didn’t want to 
be his friend anymore.” 

Peter dropped his life drawing class and 
asked Eddie to leave him alone. Two months 
later, Eddie showed up at the opening of an 
exhibition of Peter’s work. “He told everyone 
there that he was my lover, and he cornered 
Frank and told him that we’d been seeing 
one another all along.” Several days later, 
Eddie returned to the gallery where Peter’s 
work was showing and stole a piece from 
the exhibit. 

“He swiped this gigantic styrofoam cock- 
roach that I'd done for the show,” Peter 
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selves in domestic violence situations,” she 
explains. “They have to go to the criminal 
courts to get protection, which means there 
needs to be an assault and an arrest made 
before a restraining order can be issued.” In 
short, a gay man usually can’t get protection 
from a crazy pursuer unless the guy has 
already attacked him. 

Peter was able to provide proof that he 
was in danger by providing police with 
Eddie’s threatening letters, but Peter says 
that even a restraining order hasn't stopped 
Eddie. “He’s relentless,” Peter says. “Just last 
week, he sent me a ticket to a performance of 
Showboat with a note attached telling me 
he'd be in the next seat. On my birthday, he 
showed up at my mother’s house and talked 
to her for an hour about how he and I were 
destined to be together. Amazing!” 

Peter says he’s learned to live with Eddie 
and doesn’t think he'll ever go away. “I hate to 
say it, but by stalking me, he’s done a pretty 
good job of making me part of his life. I 
haven't had lover relationships that lasted 
this long.” 


Hugh insists. “One of these women was mar- 
ried and had two children. She never acted 
romantic around me, and she never acted 
weird, either. Then one day she takes me to 
lunch and tells me she’s going to leave her 
husband and move in with me. Um, hello?” 

And the fact that Hugh is gay didn’t deter his 
gal pal. “She said it made me more attractive, 
because I was more sensitive and had a better 
sense of fashion and personal hygiene. Please.” 

When Hugh gently declined his friend’s gen- 
erous offer, things got ugly. The lovesick nurse 
reported Hugh to the local medical board, 
claiming that he had overmedicated some of 
his terminally ill patients and killed others. 
Hugh nearly lost his nursing license and his job 
and was put on probation for a year. 

“I couldn’t hand out medication without 
someone else present,” Hugh says, shaking his 
head in disbelief. “I've been nursing for near- 
ly 20 years, and I’ve never had to be super- 
vised before. The worst part—even more awful 
than being accused of murder or having my 
integrity questioned—is that she got away 
with this. This will be on my professional 


record for the rest of my life, and it can pre- 
vent me from getting work in the future.” 

These days, Hugh is attending cosmetol- 
ogy school (“I have to have something to fall 
* back on in case I get thrown out of the med- 
ical profession”) and keeping his distance 
from fellow students of either gender. “I’m 
not taking any chances,” he says. “The sad 
thing is that I'll probably never trust anyone 
again. You never know when someone’s going 
to turn out to be a complete weirdo.” 


Reach Out and 
Stalk Someone 
Nothing, it seems, can keep 
a good stalker down—not 
even several thousand miles. 
When “Sean” decided to end 
his long-distance (Chicago- 
New York) romance with 
“Paul,” Paul flat-out refused 


to say good-bye. 

“He put us both on an 
emotional roller coaster,” Sean 
recalls. “He started out angry, 
then moved on to pleading, 
and then finally pretended to 
accept my decision to end 
things.” When Sean, a travel 
agent, moved to California, he 
purposely did not give Paul 
any forwarding information— 
a minor inconvenience, it 
seems, to an obsessed person. 

“He started calling me 20 
times a day at my new job,” 
Sean recalls, noting that Paul 
had to go through 30 travel 
agencies in the phone book 


any stalkees often feel guilty for 
not having picked up clues ahead 
of time that they were being courted 
by disaster. Bear in mind that the vast 
majority of severe sociopaths aren’t 
conveniently wild-eyed psychos run- 
ning around with swastikas tatooed 
on their foreheads. Some stalkers are 
only exhibiting the pathology for the 
first time, and others are skilled at 
concealing the signs from their intend- 
ed. Even the best judges of character 
can be taken by surprise. 

Marc Harris is author of the forth- 
coming Searching for Romeo: How to 
Know He’s Not the Man for You. As the 
title of his books implies, realizing 
you've stumbled into a pathological 
relationship can happen after it’s way 
too late to rewind back to “So, 
what's your sign?” 

This is Harris’s advice on what to 
do when you've already become the 
object of a bona fide—and perhaps 
dangerous—obsession. 


before hitting on Sean’s new 
employer. “He pulled credit 
reports on me. He called the 
bank every day for a month 
requesting my account bal- 
ances. He even called the phone 
company to try to obtain the 
password for my voice mail. 
He’s doing all this just to get 
my attention and piss me off. 
This is definitely someone 
with no life.” 

Paul requested that Sean re- 
turn every gift he’d ever giv- 
en him—things like CDs, 
T-shirts, even a pair of boxer 
shorts. “He said he didn’t want 
the stuff, he just didn’t want me 
to have things I'd given him 
anymore, and he was going to 
give them away,” Sean says. “I 
was afraid that if I sent the stuff 
back to him, he could trace the 
package back to my address.” So Sean donat- 
ed the items to an AIDS charity and forward- 
ed an itemized list of the donated items to 
Paul. “I thought I'd taken care of things in the 
safest possible way,’ Sean explains. 

Undaunted, Paul then hired a professional 
mediation service in an attempt to “work 
things out” with his former boyfriend. Sean 
realized there was no way a mediation ser- 
vice could know how distorted Sean’s ver- 
sion of things were. “I had to send them a 


the police. 


" THE ATORNEY GENERAL HAS DETERMINED THAT 
o OTALKING MAY BE HAZARDOUS 10 YOUR HEAITH 


|. Avoid engaging him in any kind of discussion. Given the way he’s 
thinking, for him any interaction with you is about the two of you being 

together and will only fuel his fire. If he reaches you by telephone, quietly hang 
up. If he E-mails you, don’t respond. If he corners you in person, report him to 


lengthy letter, but even having to respond felt 
like such a violation. I didn’t realize that 
someone who's stalking you had so many 
rights,” Sean notes ruefully. 

In fact, Drumm says that stalkers don’t have 
any right to co-opt your life, but in the case of 
gay male relationships, there are more and 
more unpleasant variables than in heterosexu- 
al situations. “One particularly awful weapon 
that can be used against a gay man is outing,” 
she says. “This is the most common means of 
control that gay men use when a relationship 
turns into a stalking situation. If someone tells 
you he’s going to tell your parents or your 
boss, tell him you're one step ahead of him and 
that you've already told them. Diffuse that sit- 
uation as soon as you can and give him one 
less weapon against you.” 

While Paul hasn’t yet attempted to out 
Sean, he has been calling and leaving record- 
ings of “their song” on Sean’s voice mail. Sean 
figures changing his unlisted number is point- 
less because Paul got it once—though Sean 
has no idea how he did that. 

“Luckily, my new boyfriend is very un- 
derstanding—even protective,” shares Sean. 
“And he reminds me that this crazy stalker is 
on the other side of the country. Still, some- 
times I feel like ’'m stuck in a really bad 
movie-of-the-week, and it will only end when 
one day I open the door to Paul, holding a 
dozen roses—and a big, sharp ax.’ 6 


Robrt L. Pela will not be ignored. 


2.When you leave the house, if possible, take someone with you. Your 
stalker will be less likely to approach you or harass you if you're not alone. 


3. Ask your friends and family not to give out any information about 
you to anyone, at least for the time being. Your stalker can easily have 
his wacked-out sister call your mother, posing as an old college classmate 
who's trying to track you down. 


4, Don’t retaliate. Calling his house a hundred times in one night “to see 
how he likes it” won't help and can get you into a lot of trouble later if you 
press charges against him and he presses countercharges. It could make a one- 
sided obsession appear to be a mutual tit-for-tat. 


5. Finally, ask yourself: Is there any way | am unwittingly contributing 
to this problem? If you're being drawn into arguments or writing him letters 
demanding that he leave you alone, your reactions are a form of participation. 
Remember, for a stalker, negative attention is still attention. You may be unin- 
tentionally feeding his illusion that a “mutual” relationship exists. You need to 
ask yourself if, on some level, you're enjoying the attention and the drama of 
the whole thing. Whatever your motive, disengage as completely as possible. 
(And if a stalking situation happens to you more than once, by all means, 
examine your behavior with a professional.) 


1998 CALENDARS 


Spend 1998 looking at the most romantic and erotic images available anywhere. These 12” x 12” 16 month Calendars come 
in several styles, one perfect for you. While youre Choosing yours, why not pick some out for your friends. 


$14.95 BACH 


Photography by Stevan Unaernilt 
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#CA-984 “INTRIGUE” 
Intriguing is the only way to describe the unique relationship 
between these gorgeous twins. Steven Underhill's beautiful 
images not only tempt and tease, but provide an arousing view 
of a mysteriously sensual sibling relationship. Look if you dare. 


Private Moments 


A216 month eansuous 1990 calendar 


Photography §) 
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#CA-983 “PRIVATE MOMENTS” 

Stunning and erotic, Tom Bianchi’s new calendar lets you share 
the intimacy of some very stimulating private moments. Of 
course, you must be over 18 years of age and aware that images 
in the calendar will not be censored as they are here. (Not 
available in some states) 


#CA-981 “BOY NEXT DOOR” 

“There goes the neighborhood!” - and we mean that in a very, very 
good way. Now, Steven Underhill lets you get to know the 
handsome hunk next door up close and personal. You wont need 
binoculars this time! 


#CA-985 “INDUSTRIAL MEN” 

If you are one of those handymen whose rule of thumb is get a 
bigger hammer, then this is the calendar for you. Dean Keefer's 
sweaty, sexy hunks are guaranteed to keep you playing with your 
tools for the next 13 months. 


#CA-982 “KISS” 

If you think a kiss is just a kiss, you need to see Tom Bianchi's 
sexy and sophisticated reinterpretation of the simplest act of 
affection. You must be over 18 years of age and prepared for a 
very hot and sensual lesson in the art of Kissing. (Not available in 
some States) 


26 Mouth Culeedsr 


Photography by 


& Keith Munyan 
PRORUCTIONS 


#CA-986 “TRUE ROMANCE” 

If you believe in true romance, this Dean Keefer, Keith Munyan 
calendar is for you. If youre a non-believer, then 13 months of 
looking at gorgeous hunks lost in the throws of passion could 
possibly convert you,... that or just make you bitter and horny. 


Boxeo Houtay GREEN 


Send your friends and family Holiday cards with a Gay sensibility. 
coated paper with images and sentiments that truly reflect our lifg 


envelopes. $14.95 PER BOX 


BX131 


BX120 BX106 F BX129 i. 
Hope you get the most And the angels sang a song Outside: Our fam : wish list: Outside: A time to play, a time to 
out of Santa's sack! of Joy, Peace. on earth friends, our lovers laugh 
Goodwill to all Inside; there for ez : y of Our friend- Inside: A time to remember our 
Season's Greetings Merry Christmas friends Merry Christmas 


BX146 


Outside: From our home to Outside: Don we now... Outside: Youre going to need} And the angels sang a song of Joy 
yours Inside: Our gay apparel bigger stocking this year. Peace on earth, goodwill to all 
Inside: Seasons Greetings fata-la-la-la, la-la-la-la ; - : 

: ; - ; inside: | told Santa you've 
and a Happy New Year Happy Holidays Cee ea OE * 


incredible. Merry Christmas 


BX147 BX137 

Outside: The season reminds us Outside: HO HO HO Soe pene : cn 

of what really matters, our family Inside: You big ho. ring to earth the beauty o 

and friends Season's Greetings your heavenly light calories, shiny 51 

Inside: Wishing you love and joy Inside: and send your love and ae (more than you have) Cai 
throughout the year, Season's joy to everyone this night. 4 great package. adds calories, 
Greetings . Season's Greetings _ foil... price per lb. $3.89 


Inside: Youll have to settle for 
chocolate, Season's Greetings 


BX151 BX143 BX14 
Outside: All 1 want for Outside: (blank) Outside: There's nothing like Outsid 
Christmas... Inside: Warmest wishes for a homo for the holidays of the 
Inside: is YOUR front teeth the Holiday Season and the Inside: we put balls on way 
Merry Christmas New Year everything! Insidi 


Season's Greetings helps) 
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GREAT Bic Posters 


Moments in time captured forever! These inspirational posters are an 
egant alternative for gift Siving, even if the person youre shopping 
r is yourself. Each 22” x 28” image is printed on high quality paper, 
t perfect for framing. 


il 


$95.00 BACH 


DEAN KEEFER STEVEN UNDERHILL 


450 PO-401 PO-420 


52 PO-187 PO-418 


ALL New MAGNETS 


10% is excited to introduce our exclusive line of 
sizzling magnets. These 2” x 3” images make ideal 
stocking stuffers, and are so hot they threaten to 


defrost the contents of any freezer. 


: $4.00 bvcn 
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THE SENSUAL BLEGANCE 0 OF Bruvo CMUNDER 


10% iS proud to Offer three distinctively beautiful books from world renowned Bruno Gmitinder Publishing. The 
ideal gifts for special friends. All measure 24 x 30 cm, duotone, softcover, thread-bound. 


$39.95 E ACH 


Howard RovrMaN 
Tus 


Howan» RorrMan 
THREE 


The three are John. Gary. and Kris. Howard Roffman’s ability to capture 
Howard Roffman has photographed the personal moments in photographs is 
intriguing story of this ménage a trois unique. Here, the romantic visions of his 
with a loving eye. witnessing as two subjects appear as an essay in picture 
lovers invite a third man to share their form, each sequence prefaced with a brief 
lives. Fantasy and reality coalesce. 96 personal text on the photographer's 
pages. (must be at least 18 to order) relationship with the model. 104 pages. 


(must be at least 18 to order) 


ALL New PULILES 


No more puzzles with SOO pieces of sky! Now enjoy hours of putting 
together legs. arms and rippling abs. Each piece slipping perfectly into the 
other, building the image until the fulfilling conclusion. All puzzles measure 


990 Preces = $19.95 gact 
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STEVEN UNDERHILL 
STRAIGHT Boys 

The beauty of the Californian Summer and 

variations on the concept of virility are 
themes of Steven Underhills erotic 

photography. The enigmatic and sensually 
provocative allure of Underhills men 

always arouse our desire to see more. 96 

pages. 


Our products are available at Gay- 
friendly retailers nationwide, or by 
calling toll free 1-888-910-7372, or 
fox 213-460-6252. 

Orders will be shipped discreetly 
within 72 hours. 


For the name of the retailer | 
nearest you, call 213-460-4661. | 


SHIPPING & HANDLING 
$4.95 
FREE with orders over $100 


SPECIAL HOLIDAY DELIVERY - $15 
Includes rush S&H and 2nd day air, 


We accept: 
Visa, Mastercard, American Express 
& Money Orders 


visit ouR WeBSitE AT 
http://www. 1 Opercent.com 


6165 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90038 


fiction 


by Louis Bayard 


illustration by Susan Synarski 


| wanted to tell him he looked like Randolph Scott. The moment I saw him 
that’s what I wanted to tell him, but it would have been the end of me. He would 
have known then. He would have looked me over and in his heart he would have 
said that’s an old man. 

Don't let that happen to you, I told myself. You don’t deserve it. 

So when he came walking into the shop, I didn’t tell him anything. I just watched 
him, with his shining brown hair and his rumpled white oxford, the sunglasses dan- 
gling out of his shirt pocket, and his navy shorts, cuffed and nicely pressed, and his 
Teva sandals. He was a grand-looking fella. And I see a lot of them in Rehoboth, it’s 
what you call a perk, you get men—boys, really, some of them—wandering in here 
with barely a stitch on, not even caring really. So after a while you stop caring, and 
they could be a herd of water buffaloes for all you notice. It takes someone special to 
make an impression. 

I was behind the counter when he came in, and I would’ve taken my time with him, 
I would’ve smiled and let him know it was all right, but I had to look at an old woman 
who was holding up a conch shell from Key West, smiling like she was the one who 
found it, not me. I wanted to ask her do you know how much trouble I went to get- 
ting that shell? Do you even know what a conch is? What it looks like, what it eats, 
where it lives? She wouldn't have known what to say. She might’ve dropped the shell 
and run, and much good that would have done me. All in pieces on the floor. 
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How much is it? she asked. 

I told her how much. She didn’t like it. She 
already knew how much it was too. She was 
just hoping I’d say something different. Well, 
she said, that’s out of my price range. Oh 
shoot, she said, I really wanted that one. She 
was a weak woman—she wanted me to give 
it to her because she was old. 

I said sorry. I cut my eyes the other way to 
see if I could catch the fella in the oxford. But 
she got in the way again. 

It didn’t used to be this much, she said. 

I didn’t even say anything. Who are you? I 
felt like saying. Tell me how things used to 
be. Don’t I know better than anyone? Don't 
you tell me about shells. I’ve seen shells older 
than the automobile. I was here when the 
shells were like no other shells. You may have 
some years on you, but you didn’t get ’em here, 
you skipped on in here when the going got 
bad somewhere else. Telling me how things 
used to be. 

I said sorry. And that was all. I left her 
standing there. 

There weren't too many other people in 
the shop—it was that time of day, late in the 
morning, most people getting into the day 
still, waiting for the sun to reach all their lay- 
ers. Some kids were sitting out in front of the 
T-shirt store across the street, peeling skin 
off their toes. 

I already had a name for the fella. I do that 
sometimes with customers, I give em names, 


Without even thinking, | took one of his hands and inked dl 
it Smooth brown skin. . Smooth Wike linen and not a vein in 
Sight, just long dark lines, life lines and love lines. 


just right off the top of my head. Now this 
one I was going to call My Visiting Scholar 
from Oxford. Bit of a joke, right? Except with 
a lilt to it. Something about his shoulders 
made it right—his shoulders were wide but 
not too heavy, not like those weightlifters 
always coming in, but straight and lean and 
sinewy. I watched him fingering some coral 
beads. Long brown fingers that swelled out a 
little at the joints. 

A young woman in a sundress came up 
and tapped me on the elbow. She wanted me 
to open up one of the cases. Could you open 
up that case? she said. I wanted to keep on 
looking where I was, but the Scholar was 
turning around now, so I pulled the keys out 
of my pocket and went to the case she was 
pointing out. I walked over there slow be- 
cause I didn’t want anyone thinking I'd been 
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staring. I’ve seen the ones who do that. I 
want no part of them. 

Fine day, I said to the young lady. I opened 
the case. 

That’s when the old woman shoved 
another shell in front of my face. It once 
belonged to an abalone. How much for this? 
she asked. 

I said, There’s a price label over where it 
came from. 

She said, Are you sure? 

Sure as anything, I said. 

Oh, she said, it’s probably still too much 
for me, isn’t it? 

She was starting to put me out. Now how 
am I supposed to know? I told her that. You 
go on over and look for yourself, I said. I 
said, I’ve got to help this young lady. 

I smiled at the young lady, but she was 


already looking into the case. 
What are you interested in? 
1 asked. 

How about that one? she 
said. She pointed. 

I picked up one of the lac- 
quered music boxes, all em- 
bedded with little razor shells 
and stones. It caught a ray of 
sunlight through the glass. Oh 
this is a peach, I said. You want 
to hear it play? 

She said no thank you. I 
played it anyway. I played it for 
my Scholar. It played Come to 
Me My Melancholy Baby. 

How much for the lockets? 
she asked. 

Oh they get up there. Some 
of them are up around 70. 
They’re very elegant, don’t you 
think so? 

She didn’t think so. She was 
already looking somewhere else. 

This for someone special? I 
asked. Have you seen the hermit- 
crab ashtrays? 

Crash! Oh no! 

That was how it hap- 
pened—first the crash, then 
the oh no. I looked around, 
but I already knew who it 
was. It had to be. My Visiting 
Scholar from Oxford. 

Well, I got moving 
pretty quick. I was 
worried that it was 
one of the crystal sea 
horses, but when I 
went over I could see 
he was already past 
those, he was in the 
geegaw section. He 
was bending over trying to pick the stuff 
up, bending his knees, trying to scrape the 
stuff up with his long brown fingers. 

Careful, I said. 

He looked up. A hank of brown hair had 
fallen over one of his eyes. I almost brushed 
it back for him. 

You might get your fingers cut up, I said. 

God I’m so sorry, he said. He had green 
eyes, the kind of green you don’t see ’til 
you get way out on the ocean, a couple 
hours offshore. 

I don’t know how I did it, he said, I was 
walking past, I must have brushed it some- 
how. I’m really sorry. 

Here, I said, just leave it. I'll get the 
whisk broom. 

It was one of the pyrite suns. Most of the 
glass had cracked but the shard with the 


pyrite was still mostly there. 

Look, tell me how much, he said. I know 
it’s policy. 

There's a little homily, you see, hanging up 
next to the door. One of my old customers 
sewed it for me once. It says lovely to look at, 
easy to hold, but once you break it, consider 
it sold. That’s my policy. 

I must have something to cover it, he said. 
He fumbled in the back pocket of his shorts, 
and as he fumbled, his back arched and his 
chest pushed out. I've got at least a ten on 
me, he said. 

Don't worry yourself, I said. He stopped 
fumbling and looked at me and I think I 
could’ve cried right then and there, started 
crying and never stopped. 

He said, No really. It’s only fair. 

I said, Not to worry. 

Are you sure? 

I was sure. I just smiled because even upset 
as he was, he was making me happy. Look, I 
said. I knelt down and picked up the shard. 
Most of it’s still there, I said. Maybe I can fix 
it up somehow. 

Only if you're sure. If it’s really no problem. 

I shook my head. I looked down at the 
shard. You know what it was you just 
knocked over? 

He shook his head. 

It was a pyrite sun. You know what pyrite is? 

No, he said. 

Ha! I thought. My Visiting Scholar from 
Oxford! Doesn't know what pyrite is... 

It’s an ore, I said. It’s got sulfur in it. 

Then a thought came to me. Did you get it 
on your hands? I asked. 

I might have. 

It makes a stain, I said. 

Without even thinking, I took one of his 
hands and looked at it. Smooth brown skin, 
not one of those leather hides you see around 
here...tough and creased, even young people 
have it now, they get it by the time they’re 
17...no, his was smooth like linen and not a 
vein in sight, just long dark lines. Life lines 
and love lines. 

The shop-door bell gave a ring behind 
me... Let it ring, I thought, I’m looking. The 
Scholar’s hand stayed still, and I held it per- 
fectly still. He had tiny little calluses at the 
base of each finger. From playing tennis, 
maybe. Or badminton. Over at Oxford. 

Do you see anything? he asked. 

I let his hand back down. No. No, don’t 
you worry, it’s not dangerous or anything 
but it might sting if it got on you so you've 
got to be careful. You know about sulfuric 
acid, don’t you? 

That I know, he said. 

You know what they used to call pyrite? 

What? 


They used to call it fool’s gold, I said. You 
know why? 

Uh-uh. 

Because it looks so much like gold, I said. 
See? See, it even shines. Prospectors used to 
find it in mines and they'd dig it up thinking 
it was going to make ’em rich as Croesus. 

That’s kind of sad, he said. 

Only if you're a fool, I said, and then I 
laughed. And he laughed too, like an angel. 

You and me don’t have to worry, I said. 

We were in agreement on that. I could tell. 
We could’ve agreed on most anything. 

With him standing there, his eyes gray- 
green like the Atlantic, his teeth healthy and 
white, and his nose sloping down very gentle, 
and that hank of hair hanging over his brow, 
with him standing there and looking at me, I 
was almost ready to tell him things. 

This is what I wanted to tell him. There 
was a time, I wanted to say, when every 
young man looked like you do. When young 
men dressed like visiting scholars from 
Oxford and smiled at each other and every- 
one else and thought nothing of it. When the 
men wore hats in the sun and tipped them to 
people. You really had an ocean then, what 
an ocean! Walk down the shore for miles and 
never run into anyone and just listen to the 
ocean going swish boom. The only people 
you'd ever meet were fine people and they 
just automatically assumed you were fine, 
too. They'd all say thank you, God, for mak- 
ing it lovely today, for making life a pleasure 
to live. We had a life then. It was lonely 
sometimes, oh gee it was lonely, but it was 
sweet, too. Before the motels came, and the 
condos and the hotels, and the weekenders 
and the tax shelters. It was different when we 
were here. And that’s why you make me so 
happy, standing there all polite and hand- 
some, you take me back there. Maybe I wish 
I could take you back with me. 

That’s what I wanted to say, but I couldn't, 
or maybe | could’ve but I didn’t. I’m almost 
sure I started to say something, but it didn’t 
matter because the voice cut in on me. That 
old woman’s voice. 

Psst! Hey! That’s what she was saying to me. 

When I saw her again, that old bag of 
bones and her shells, I just wanted her to go 
away. I closed my eyes and tried to make her 
go away. But she wouldn't. She was standing 
on the other side of the store trying to get me 
to come over. I was so mad I could’ve yelled 
or done something rude. 

Excuse me, I said to my Visiting Oxford 
Scholar. Pll be right back. 

What is it you want? I asked the old one. 
She said sshhh and led me down one of 
the aisles, to the back of the store. Sshhh, 
she said. 


The bell over the door rang, and I started 


. to go for it, but she grabbed my arm and 


held it tight. She looked at me. She looked 
scared and happy, like something bad had 
happened, but not to her. Her mouth was 
hanging open. 

You better not be asking me about 
prices, I said. I told you they’re all listed on 
the shelves. 

I think she took your stuff, she said. 

What are you talking about now? 

I’m almost positive, she said. That one 
took it. 

Who did? 

Her. She pointed down the aisle to the 
glass case, standing open. 

There’s nobody there, I said. 

She went, said the old woman. 

I ran back down the aisle and checked the 
case. The hermit-crab ashtray was gone, that 
was probably my favorite. So was the music 
box and most of the lockets. I stood there 
staring at the empty spaces. 

The old one was already beside me, talking 
in my ear. 

It’s lucky I even noticed, she said. I just 
happened to turn around. Saw her cram- 
ming something into her bag and high-step- 
pir out the door. 

Oh my, I said. 

And I bet he was the accessory. 

I swung my head around. 

He was gone. My Scholar was gone. 

And gone like he’d never been there. No 
trace. An empty space, another empty space. 

I stayed looking at the space where he used 
to be. The old one shoved something in front 
of my eyes. 

I'd like to buy these nice tea towels, she said. 

I went behind the counter. That'll be 12.64, 
I said. 

Glad to pay it, she said. 

They hardly got anything, I said. Nothing 
I’m going to cry over anyway. Would you 
like a bag? 

She said, It’s a bad world sometimes. Here 
I am ready to pay with hardly a cent to my 
name. And look at them. Probably have trust 
funds or some such. Could probably buy this 
whole store three times over. Good day to 
you, she said. 

I closed shop early that day. I called the 
police and gave them all the information. 

Only one? they asked me. 

Only one, I said. 

You see, I still don’t believe it. Some things 
you probably shouldn't stop believing in. 
That’s my new policy. I’ll hang it in a corner 
somewhere, if I can find someone to sew it 
for me. 


Louis Bayard only breaks hearts. 
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GOURMET 
CHINESE 
FOOD FOR 
ALL WOKS 
OF LEPE. 


GENGHL 
OMEN 


RESTAURANT & CANTINA 


Our menu features more than 70 
exotic entrees, many not found 
elsewhere, like our world renown 
Crackerjack Shrimp, Orange Peel 
Chicken, No-Name Duck, Mabu 
Beef, Spicy Turkey Dumplings, 
Garlic Catfish, Crab Friend 
Rice & Spicy Chicken Chow Fun. 


Great Margaritas 
Without Bad Fajitas! 


Lunch Mon.-Fri. 
12:00-3:00 PM. 


Dinner Every Nite from 5:00 P.M. 
Sun.-Weds. till 10:45 PM. 
Thurs.-Sat. till 11:45 PM. 


740 N. Fairfax Ave, Hollywood 
(1/2 Block N. Melrose) 


Reservations: 213-653-0640 
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Ses 


Call 1-800-462-6654 
For a FREE Catalog 
of lesbian & gay travel guides. 


Or surf us at http://www.damron.com 
Damron. The First Name and Last Word 
in Gay Travel since 1964 


wheretobuy 


Page 67: Logo duffel bag by Louis Vuitton, 
available at Bloomingdale’s, New York City; 
Neiman Marcus, nationwide. Three-quarter 
length brown leatherette coat by Paul & Joe, 
available at Politix, Los Angeles. Brushed 
cotton pants by Diesel, available at Diesel 
stores, Las Vegas and New York City; Rag 
Factory, Santa Monica. Suede shoes by 
Gatsby, available at Politix, Los Angeles. 
Page 68: Hanging suit bag by Tumi, avail- 
able at Macy’s, nationwide; Tumi, Santa 
Monica. Leather cabin bag by Coach, avail- 
able at Coach stores, nationwide. Multicolor 
wool sweater by Missoni, available at 
Barneys New York, Beverly Hills and New 
York City. Black cotton pants by Katharine 
Hamnett, available at Politix, Los Angeles. 
Page 69: White towel by Ralph Lauren, 
available at Macy’s, Los Angeles and New 
York City. Leather travel kit by Coach, avail- 
able at Coach stores, nationwide. Page 70: 
Black nylon backpack by Calvin Klein, 
available at Calvin Klein, Costa Mesa and 
New York City. Backpack and leather gym 
bag, both by Mandarina Duck, available 
only in Italy. Tie case and black leather tray- 
el case, both by Coach, available at Coach 
stores, nationwide. Brown leather shaving 
case by Tumi, available at El Portal Luggage, 
Las Vegas and Los Angeles. Page 71: Suit 
bag by Hart Mann, available at El Portal 
Luggage, Los Angeles and San Diego. Cabin 
bag by Coach, available at Coach stores, 
nationwide. Black pants by Krizia, available 
at Krizia Boutique, New York City and San 
Francisco. Black pants by Katharine Ham- 
nett, available at Politix, Los Angeles. 6 
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JENNIFER BEALS 


continued from page 18 


In physics now, they’re proving that every- 
thing really is connected. 

It's comfort 

What kind of kid were you! 

Very, very, very G ery shy 

What a you attribute your Scteeitces to? 
It’s amazing. You haven’t aged since Flash- 
dance. Do you have a painting hidden up in 
the attic? 

[Blushing] That's a very nice th 
| see myself having ch 
ably largely genet 
self. 


ng for you to say. 
aged a lot. | think it's prob- 


¢. But | try to take care of my- 
don't drink coffee. I've 


never been into drugs é dancing in bars, but 
by and large a Se e kid 
Speaking of dante Ss in bas, you signed on 
to do The Last er a" Disco.. 


No, | don’t dance But | really re to do 
this movie because the dialogue is just so funny 
and the disco theme reminded me of high school. 


Were you a disco qasen? 


| went to St 54 t didn't seem that 
jaded. At that fe, anyway. | had al- 
ready seen plent 

Oh really? Tell us the gratuitous details. 

At 13 Dar- Z ng crazy. And | 


remember one very cold winter night in Chi- 
cago we went down the street to this new bar 
called Delivery In The Rear There were all these 
beautiful guys there. We thought we'd died and 
gone to heaven. So we go into the back room 
and there's an orgy going on and we thought, 
Oh, that's interesting. We were cracking up and 
stuff. Still, we stayed, danced all night, and had a 
really great time. What a great club! | felt so safe 
there. There weren't any creepy guys coming up 
to me like at the straight bars. 

Talk about an education! 

loved it. At school the only dances | went to 
were the gay dances because the music was 
he best. They 
weren't so uptight. | 
Keg party. 

Do you still have your Danskins and off-the- 
shoulder sweatshirts in your closet? 

[Laughs] No, but | may have a pair of bright blue- 


were much more fun. They 
still have never been to a 


and-yellow leg warmers in there. 

Do you think that trend will ever come back? 
What's really funny is | went to this APLA event 
and Tom Ford was a designer there, and he 
came over to my table and said, ‘'l just wanted 
you to know that you inspired part of the col- 
lection.” And | realized that the dress I'd chosen 
was this off-the-shoulder thing and | thought 


that was funny. | was very flattered 


Don’t you get sick of being associated 
with Flashdance? 

Yeah, but it logically makes sense because that 
was my entrée into the public world. So it's not 
bothersome. It's kind of funny, 

| heard you were quite a good photograph- 
er. Is this an extension of your artistic sensi- 
bility as an actress? 

| don't...| became interested in photography in 
high school. It's a wonderful opportunity to 
meet people | would never meet. | love going 
out on the street and meeting and photograph- 
ing people. | did a series of photographs of a 
dealer on a street in New York and one of a 
young girl in my neighborhood who would walk 
around wearing a full-length blue sequined gown. 
| thought, My God she’s so beautiful and she's so 
out of this world and | really want to photograph 
her. So | would see her orftthe street and have 
to work up my nerve, and then | would get chick- 
en and | wouldn't ask her, and finally | went over 
to speak to her and she said, “Are you Jennifer 
Beals?” And | said, ‘Yes.’ And she agreed to let me 
photograph her and then hit me with,''l guess you 
figured out by now I'm 16, I'm a boy, and I'm gay.’ 
And | said,"Uh...no.. 
to me!” So | photographed him for a year and 
met his foster family. And he was really extraordi- 
Robert Ellsworth 


that hadn't really occurred 


nary. A really smart kid 


ROBINSONS-MAY PRESENTS 


AIDS SERVICE CENTER'S 


9th Annual 


POSADA 


A CANDLELIGHT WALK TO RAISE MONEY FOR AIDS 


Through Old Pasadena 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 6TH 


Hosted by the cast of 
Touched by an Angel 


TO REGISTER CALL 1-800-3-POSADA 
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ACCOMMODATIONS ACCOMMODATIONS HEALTH SERVICES 


DAYTONA BEACH XSSMLXL ? 
FCA UECE MEMEO THE COQUINA INN B &B BIG IS IN! 
LAS PALMAS ; Elegant « Antiques « Private Bath * Garden Spa Whatever your assets, we'll increase them. 
16 Rooms, AVC, bar-grill, Jacuzzi, pool, nudity, Brochure: 800-805-7533 PENIS AUGMENTATION 
security, huge terraces, call Direct from USA 1-800-853-4819 
011-52-74-(87-08-43) Daytona Beach/Elegant Spanish Mansion Board Certified Surgeon. Please inquire 
Ask Bobby or David for our brochure “THE VILLA” B&B about any other cosmetic procedures. 


| ae A 

Visit our website www.acapulco-las palmas.com All rms pvt bath-pool-spa-near beach, CALL NOW FOR FREE BROCHURE! 

| bars-dining. Phone/FAX (904) 248-2020 
| INTERNET 


Kasa Korbett/San Diego 
www.gaymensmall.com 


Rooms, Suites, Spa, Continental Breakfast 
Centrally Located. Nightly-Weekly-Monthly 
ia / Mall—Best of Net Shopping, links 
ersonals, club circuit, visit today! 


“Where A Guest Is At Home!” 
www.gayexpress.com 


(800) 757-KASA (619) 291-3962 
TURQUOISE BEAR B&B 


Gay Headquarters in Santa Fe, N.M. i es ‘ : ‘ . 
Historic adobe villa near the Plaza. ‘¥, Clothing Optional. r : www.gaywired.com 
Fireplaces, phones, TV/VCRs & *“¥ NUDE.Volley/Ball & comp. BBO 
great breakfasts. Ski season specials. ¥ Day,Passes'Available™ 
Stay gay in Santa Fe! 800.396.4104 vy, $ 
www.bestinns.net/usa/nm/rdtb. html 


Antiques at:www.drawrm.com 


INTRODUCTIONS 


Scere oalpageaie MEET GAY 
e only gay beachfr 
reservations now. “ON THE BEACH’, St. Croix, COLLEGE GUYS 
Virgin Islands. FREE BROCHURE: 800.524.2018 , 1-809-446-9156 
AUSTRALIA Laake 
HAWAII’S KALANI TURTLE COVE RESORT 
ECO-RESORT 800-800-6886 Down pig Sk cag paid bet oe DIAL NOW 
A GAY PARADISE private beach opposite Great Barrier Reet. GUYS ARE WAITING 
Pool, jacuzzis, restaurants, bar, gay reef and 
Falak Sap rainforest tours. GAY FUN!!! Box 158 #1 GAY PHONE LINE 
7 Smithfield Cairns Queensland Australia 4878 1-268-404-7545 
SOUTH BEACH-Florida Sunbreak can provide 011-6170-591-800 Fax: 011-6170-591-969 Intl L.D. 18+ 
art deco hotel and condo reservations. Web: www.iig.com.au/turtle_cove 
Space still availble for WHITE PARTY. E-mail turtlecove @iig.com.au 
1-800-SUNBREAK (786-2732)FAX:305.532.0564 : NEW PHONE LINE 
TALK TO GUYS LIVE 24 HRS 
MAUI CONDOS 800) 273-6338 
NEW YORK $60 TO $90 DELUXE UNITS $50-125/DAY 900) 938-8424 
Also private apartments. 800-800-8608, MAUIJACK @AOL.COM 
Same accommodations ; The Pleasuredome 
eee 2o77-3812 LAS VEGAS ROOM RENTALS The Nation's Premier 
POOL, SPA, SUNDECK.NEAR STRIP, AIRPORT & ‘ | 
BARS. RATES FROM $50. 800-897-7736 #00 voice-personals and talk line 
ALASKA-FAIRBANKS-WOW CALL 1-268-404-4410 
AH, ROSE MARIE BED & BREAKFAST Triangle Inn * Palm Springs CA The meeting place for men 
Open Year-Round. Host-John 907.456.2040 Rated “Palm Springs Most Romantic Reg. INT'L L.D. rates apply 
Resort for Gay Men” by Genre 97 
SAGO PALMS RESORT For A Color Brochure or Reservations ' GAY DATELINE 
ft 3 Voice Personals - Chat Rooms 
595 THORNHILL RD. CALL (760) 322-7993 (800) 732-7555 1-268-404-7439 
PALM SPRINGS, CA. i : 
Pvt Bath-Pool-Spa-Bkfst-TV/VCR-XXX Tapes SOUTH BEACH B&B Only regular long distance applies 
CLOTHING OPTIONAL THE JEFFERSON HOUSE FRAT HOUSE 
WEB: www.webworksps.com/sago/ Historic Private Home-Gay owned 
1-800-626-SAGO e-mail:aol@ sagopalmca Art Deco Antiques -Private Baths 1-809-446-9010 
TV, A/C, Pool & Deluxe Breakfast 1 473 441 1033 
1018 Jefferson, Miami Beach, FI. 33139 oe a = 
KEY WEST'S PREMIER MEN'S GUESTHOUSE Ph: 305.534.5247 Fax: 305.534.5953 REGULAR INTERNATIONAL TOLLS APPLY 
ONES Nee he e-mail- sobejhouse @ aol.com 
AMSTERDAM Protect Legal Rights 
RUBENS BED AND BREAKFAST Protect you and your domestic partner's legal 
| An Elegant Place to Stay. Art Deco Style. rights. Contact Rudi Schoeneweiss, Independent 
Visit us ibe Liens hues ch iy Associate. Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc. at 
http://www.xs4all.nl/~rubens -451- -482- 
Contact Tieerd or Franklin Tel/Fax: 011-31-20- eee 0. Mek Oe ene 
662-9187. E-Mail: rubensbb @ xs4all.nl 
BROADWAY SHOW ALBUMS 
FOR SALE 


2,500 collection. All in good condition. What are you 

looking for? Best offers call 810-546-3779 or write P. 

La Marre 353 West Lincoln, Royal Oak, MI 48067. 
Send $5 for complete list. 
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— COMING OUT! 


showstoppers who 
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w offering a line of 
elry to distinguished gay 
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prices! For 2 firm The Queen's Heart” is 

greatly reduce: ou can enjoy this solid 
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sure that a Mir. Sister 
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“The Queen 
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Offering this high l= 


GUARANTEE on chase. A full refund is 

available for m and peace of mind. A 

substantial f each purchase is donat- 
ed to A Victim Support, both 


national, Mr. Sister are proud 


and to support the 
are pleased to hear 
sd welcome your ideas 
write to PO Box 1715, 
hone orders with Visa or 
~9494 during regular 

= hours CMT. 
Look for our ad in this issue. 


APG? U 


Y Y. Box 116, Stn P.A.T. 
anada, Fax (514) 581-0658 


MMUSELS SAST WUE 


All-new Muscle Adventure! 
THE NEW BREED 


Introduces 2 
first-rate cast 

of East Coasts 
top competitive 
bodybuilders in 
pump, oiling and 
posing 
performances. 
“Breathtaking!” 


60 minutes 

of non-stop 

flexing 

excitement! 
Superbly shot 
entirely on 

Muscle East Beach. 
VHS 849 (plus $6 S & H) 


Foreign formats add $10 
DJ. Rasidents add 6% sales tax) 


a 


Send check or money order in U.S. funds to: 
LE MEV 


NJ 08404 USA 
VISA/MC ORDERS CALL TOLL-FREE 


ac 


NAPLES, FLORIDA 
The distinctive address on the Gulf 
The Buy/RE Professionals, Realtors 
Matt Garvey and Bob Stevens 
exclusive Buyer's brokers 
call for a free information package 
941.263.4031 941.591.0559 


UNIFORMS 818.765.0315 
Law Enforcement,City Workers, Fantasies. 
Merchandise Uniform Center,Dept. G-54 
7720 Lankershim BI.,No. Hllywd,CA. 91605 


MIAMI BEACH REAL ESTATE 
Charles McMillan Keystone 
Properties Mgmt., Inc. 

(305) 532-7878 
(305) 339-3103 Pager/Voice Mail 


TRAVEL 


NEW ORLEANS 


FOR ACCOMMODATIONS 


PUT A LITTLE RUBBER 
IN YOUR LIFE 


Hundreds of fun rubber stamps 
including Tom of Finland and 


Donelan! 36-page catalog $3 


Alice in Rubberland 
519 E. Pine St- Dept. G 
Seattle WA 98122 

(206) 860-1122 


PEN PALS 


PERSONALIZED PEN PALS - FREE 
GPS, BOX 83, TUJUNGA,CA.91043 


OLDER GAYS CORRESPONDENCE CLUB. 200 
ADS. $3.00 HOLIDAY BULLETIN, BOX 582209-G 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55458 SINCE 1971 


f PERSONAL SERVICES | 
PENIS ENLARGEMENT 


Professional Vacuum Pump or surgical 
enlargement. Gain 1 to 3 inches. 
Permanent & Safe. 

Resolve impotence. 

For FREE brochures on 
surgical-nonsurgical enlargement. 
Dr. Joel Kaplan 
(312) 409-5557. Latest enlargement info: 
(900) 976-PUMP ($2.95/min.) 


PUBLICATIONS 


MANUSCRIPTS WANTED. ALL TYPES. 
Publisher with 75 yrs tradition. Author's Guide 
to Subsidy Publishing. 1-800-695-9599 


Reservation 
| Sevbice: 


Nia AWLINS Ouest & LaRcEsr 
Gay RESERVATION N SERVICE, 


HEPATITIS C 


A new book acclaimed by doctors 
nationwide. Latest information on 
treatments,resources,risk and testing 
$12.95 Ulysses Press (800)377-2542 


THE MARVELOUS MYSTICAL 
GAY NOVELS OF TOBY JOHNSON 
Funny, sexy & wise 
PLAGUE: A Novel about Healing $7.95 
Lammy-winning SECRET MATTER $10.95 
GETTING LIFE IN PERSPECTIVE $11.95 
By mail. Add $1.50 S&H to Peregrine 
Ventures POB 684704 Austin TX 78768 


Come let the Magic Begin! 
South Africa from only $999 sare neues 


REAL ESTATE AGENTS Magical Holidays 


Magical Holidays 2Afrika 
501 Madison Avenue « New York, NY 10022 


800-223-7452 Fax:212-223-4486 


Visit us at: www.travelfile.com/get/2afrk.html 
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TRAVEL TRAVEL TRAVEL 


THAILAND ADVENTURE CANADA 
Exotic, Action-Packed Nights & Days Montreal e Quebec 
FREE Brochure E-mail:au4travel @ aol.com Vancouver ¢ Toronto 


or ph:619.669.0968 fax:619.669.6901 Hotel Accom.,Car, Flights within Canada 
& Tours. Call the experts on gay Canada 


EAT QUICHE! 800-575-6955 
AOL keyword: KIOSQUE 


SPIRIT JOURNEYS 


Adventure trips,retreats,& workshops 
that foster self-discovery, rejuvenation, 
vision and purpose. 800.490.3684 


P’TOWN / NORTHEAST e.§ 
NYC / MONTREAL if D.C. web site: www.spiritjourneys.com 


OGUNQUIT / SO. FLA. . 
Call us first for your accommodations! ¥ = Luxury Travel with Style peace 
avid’ Tr 


FREE EXPERT SERVICE ips and Tours Budapest * Prague * Vienna 
. - South Africa * And More 
Featuring Gay & Lesbian run Inns, Toll free 888.723.0699 Fax 714.723.0666 email davidtours@aol.com 
Guest Houses and B&Bs 
CITYWIDE YACHT & VILLA VACATIONS 
RESERVATIONS Voice 800-825-3632 Fax 800-825-5956 
800.468.3593 / 617.267.7424 http:/www.safari.net/~journeys 
www.cityres.com/ A Gay owned service 
: GAY AMSTERDAM 
2 otels & Tours based on your budget 
HAWAII-MEXICO Gay Games V Packages 
FiJI-TAHITI-CRUISES-GREECE-AUSTRALIA Ruthbiow Cubtom Tours ine 
Toll Free 888.551.2510 XTREME TRAVEL 800.969.2268 www.tde.com/~rwctours 


Spain 


and 
WYjorocco 
gay and lesbian travel 


HERITAGE TOURS 
212°749*1339 


BAHAMAS-JAMAICA 
FREE brochure. Island Hoppers Tours 
800.467.7595 www.islandhoppers.com 


VACATION RENTALS 


PUERTO VALLARTA 


Two 1-BR condos overlooking gay beach! 
Ocean view,newly furnished,md.srv.,roof- 


top pool. Near all gay activities. Call 
Mel or Terry for winter reservations. 


503.538.7681 E-Mail: ADS413601@AOL.COM 


Celebrity Estate 


4 Bedroom + Guest House 
Palm Springs CA Gated Estate 


Vacation Rental 415-241-9313 Casey 


KEY WEST 
Homes & Condos in Old 
Town $100/night & up. Fully 
equipped. 800-882-0596 
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PHOENIX 
continued fromm page 32 


is indisputably 2 drteer’s town, but freeways 
are practically momexistent. Adding insult to 
injury, radar cameras, which calculate exces- 
sive speed amd receed license plates of of- 
fending vehicles. adioem many street and traf- 
fic lights. Lead-Geeted wisitors may find a 
traffic ticket waitiime fer them in the mailbox 
upon their returm bore 

Still, back 2t Seutih Mountain Park, driving 
On a curving read pest orange flames of bloss- 
oms, the skylime-am-progress disappears in a 
wink as | round 2 bend imto the parking lot of 
the world’s largest saumicapal park. Just min- 
utes on foot amd Tm alome on a flat outcrop- 
ping, among feathery mesquite and lichen- 
coated rocks dashed wath yellow, green, rust, 
and salmon. im the Gistamce. mountains poke 
up from valleys Gotied wath saguaros. A bee 
floats lazily by; 2 bed bellow calls and another 
answers across the horizon. 

I love it. I wamt more So I drive to Scotts- 
dale to the Desert Botamical Garden, where I 
wander, entramosd. past octopus cacti with 
reddish twimimge arms, squat purple Santa 
Ritas, sweet acacka laden with yellow puff- 
balls, and, my persomal favorite, the red fairy 
duster—a haze of timy scarlet flowers. The 
Papago Buttes tower bizarrely in the distance 
as I note the Sammy upside-down boojum 
trees and slantine azzves. 

I returm after Gack (jest save your receipt 
to go back), amd grasping the flashlight 
they've handed me at the entrance, I make 
my way down Gimnily it deserted trails. Gone 
are the camera-draped tourists, the squawk- 
ing children; I'm alome im a private wonder- 
land of shape and sound. 

Fuzzy little choliias become tentacled mon- 
sters in the stramae leeht. ocotillos stretch 
spookily toward the sie, cicadas make their 
scratchy music, and birds call from nearly 
invisible trees. I begim to think Phoe- 
nix and its environs woulld be better emptied 
of people... 

But in Scottsdale I also discover another 
major local theme: shopping. Is this where 
the city’s heart really les? If the entire 
metropolis is ome big shopping mall, no- 
where is that so true as im Scottsdale. I poke 
into the galleries om Fifth Avenue, thinking 
how much more pleasant (though hardly 
cheaper) they are than those on the Fifth 
Avenue I'm used to. I explore the Old Town 
section, part history. part tourist trap. An ice 
cream shop touts Cactus Cones (I don’t stop 
in), stores offer Western wear, souvenirs, and 
Native crafts, both real and imitation. 
There’s a fine lime here between tacky and 
wonderful: In the Mexican Imports shop, for 


instance, I search among plastic chile mag- 
nets and little Buddhas (since when is 
Buddhism indigenous to Mexico?) to find 
fabulous faux-archeological pottery and col- 
orful Indian corn necklaces. In Cactus Hut I 
buy miniature saguaros and prickly pears; in 
Sphinx Date Ranch I load up on dried fruit, 
salsa, and jalapeno jelly. 

I visit Cosanti—the workshop of world- 
famous designer Paolo Soleri—and drool over 
the wonderful bronze and clay wind chimes 
designed by this master of originality, whose 
quixotic city of the future, Arcosanti, lies an 
hour north. I stroll around the Borgata, a 
lovely but absurd desert re-creation of 
Italy’s San Gimignano. I visit Scottsdale 
Fashion Square, where, above a steep escala- 
tor, a Soleri sculpture welcomes me, and I 
check out Phoenix’s Biltmore Fashion Park, 
where swanky shops (and, of course, Planet 
Hollywood) sit alluringly next to seduc- 
tive restaurants. 

Which brings me to another theme: the 
food. The way to Phoenix’s heart might just 
be through its stomach; there’s certainly an 
eclectic and appealing selection of places to 
dine. I stuff myself on molasses-and-lime- 
glazed salmon at friendly Tarbell’s, savor the 
chile-roasted duck breast in chipotle sauce at 
Scottsdale’s Café Terra Cotta, and discover a 
slew of Mexican spots from authentic to chic 
to “heart-smart.” 

I’m perpetually sated here, if sometimes a 
little culture-starved. But there’s an easy so- 
lution for that, so I hop in the car and head 
for the Heard Museum (watching for big 
bumps protruding from streetlights, which 
friends have told me are a sure sign of those 
radar-camera things). 

The Heard, America’s finest repository of 
Native American art, features everything 
from tightly woven Papago basketry and 
vibrant Navajo textiles to lively Hopi Katsina 
dolls and intricately carved Zuni jewelry. 
Exhibition panels outline Native history and 
culture, with the craftwork beneath offer- 
ing dazzling illustration. Sophisticated and 
beautifully designed, it’s the equal of any 
museum in the world. 

Am I on to something? Doesn’t a city’s 
heart often reside in its museums? 

I travel southeast several blocks to the 
Arizona Science Center, a wonderful spot de- 
signed for children—and perfect for regres- 
sors like me. I make fog rings, produce elec- 
trical currents, create my own sand dunes. 
It’s a blast—and a definite big-city type of 
place. Outside the Science Center’s doors lies 
Heritage Square, a shady plaza surrounded 
by the only remaining buildings from Phoe- 
nix’s original townsite. 

I’m getting warm. I can feel it. 


In the office a worker interrupts her lunch 
to give me a pamphlet about Heritage 
Square—and, while she’s at it, a handful of 
information on Phoenix’s other attractions. I 
leaf idly through the papers and find—guess 
what?—“A Walking Tour of Historic Down- 
town Phoenix.” 

Eureka! I tear over to West Adams, watch- 
ing carefully for streetlight bumps. I’m hailed 
by long rows of banners that proclaim, ad 
infinitum, “Welcome to Downtown Phoenix.” 
Blowing in the desert breeze, the banners have 
a slightly startled air, as if they're amazed 
there’s such a place to welcome one to. And in 
a young town like this, “historic” can be as 
recent as the 1920s. I discover the Orpheum 
Theatre, its elaborate facade ringed with 
masks; the towering courthouse in “Pueblo 
Deco” style; the Title and Trust Building with 
its strange parapets, endless angles, and 
streamlined deco entryway. 

I walk by pretty St. Mary’s Basilica, framed 
by palms, note the Herberger Theater Cen- 
ter and the Phoenix Symphony Hall. Even 
the America West Arena, where sports are 
played, gives me a thrill. ’ve found down- 
town Phoenix! I park myself, finally, on a 
bench outside City Hall; a fountain sends 
sheets of water cascading down in desert- 
defying splendor. 

And a deflating thought strikes: That was it? 

I’ve been on a quest, I realize, for some- 
thing that ultimately isn’t that important, 
that holds no great secrets, that is perfectly 
pleasant, but isn’t in the end what Phoenix is 
about at all. I look up at City Hall: A silver 
Phoenix sun bursts splendidly above the door. 
It’s an apt symbol, for the sun is, in many 
ways, Phoenix’s raison d’étre. 

Clear, unwavering, insistent, making win- 
ters a delight and summers a challenge— 
though even when temperatures soar to 114 
degrees, the cloudless evenings remain pleas- 
ant—the sun is what Phoenix is all about. 
As the baseball cap I saw in a Scottsdale shop 
says: “But it’s a dry heat...” 

It occurs to me that I’ve found the answer 
to my search. Phoenix is wherever the sun 
shines. In a city put on the map largely by its 
climate, a city that sprawls like a sunbather 
beneath the piercing rays, who needs any- 
thing more? Who needs downtown? What- 
ever shape Phoenix eventually decides to 
take, that inexorable Arizona sun will still 
rise every morning like the city’s great 
eponymous bird, and will continue to be the 
most important thing about Phoenix that 
you ever need to know. 

Back home it’s 20 degrees out. 

I lie back, basking in the warmth. 6 


Rich Rubin has heart. 
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== Since 1989, 
pss Over 1 Million Sc 


Satisfied Customers! 


ADAG 
7 eoUl 
Techies! e-mail your order to: it@dechtar.com 


Monday - Friday 8am-8pm (PST) 
Have your credit card # ready when you call! 


5-863- 


Red Airplane indicates 
==RUSH-- delivery! 


#1830 WRESTLING VIDEO CATALOG 
Pro wrestling and muscle matches. 24 page 
catalog with over 340 photos. Can Am Video 
Catalog $4.00 
#3433 90 Min. Sampler Video 


+ Free Catalog $29.95 


#1400 FOR MEN ONLY 
A potpourri of male videos, magazines, 
books, intimate men’s apparel and other 
delights for the male imagination... always at 
a savings to 75%. Quality and total privacy. 
Thousands of satisfied customers. 
Catalogs 

#1401 | Hr. Preview Video 

+ Free Catalogs 


$5.00 
$14.95 


#3516 GAY & LESBIAN 
HISTORY 

Look through a window to the past.A view 
into the unseen world of gay men and women 
before the days of the gay pride. See an envi- 
ronment so free you'll swear it was now! Gay 


men and women from the past. $3.00 
#3517 60 Min. Sampler Video 
+ Free Catalog $19.95 


#360 A GAY MAN’S 

SAFE SEX GUIDE 

A must-have summary detailed with medical 
information from Mark Katz, M.D. Impulse 
Sales All Male Catalog. $3.00 
#1394 90 Min.Video + 

Free Catalog $29.95 


#3430 CAN-AM 

Can-Am’s very impressive, highly entertain- 
ing gay catalog and wrestling video review 
with 104 pages. 1,424 fotos, and 100 titles 
featuring musclemen in action. 

Catalog $10.00 
#3431 90 Min. Sampler Video 

+ Free Catalog $39.00 


#2056 HOLLYWOOD SALES 
Hollywood Sales, the gay mail order compa- 
ny since 1985. Hundreds of all-male videos 
at rock bottom prices. Monthly full-color 
catalogs. $3.00 
#2811 lHr. Sampler Video 


+ Free Catalog $19.95 


#1402 AFTER DARK BY 
CALIFORNIA MUSCLE 
The most provocative bodywear styles for 
men. Designs in Men's Club Wear, Bodywear 
& Lingerie styled to reveal every asset. 
Photographed in full color. $5 Gift 
Certificate with every catalog 

(| per household) 


$5.00 


Wisit Chain Male at: 
www.intimatetreasures.com 


Mail Orders To |.T. Dept. 3GNR110197 
P.O. Box 77902, San Francisco, CA 94107-0902 


#3456 FREE GIFT FROM ZEBRA’z! 
Attention former “Shocking Gray” cus- 
tomers... the unique selection of high-end 
all-male fashions, foods, movies, music and 
jewelry are now yours through our all-new 
men’s catalog... ZEBRA'z! Catalog 
subscription + Free Lube 
#3455 Single Issue 


$10.00 
$4.00 


#2187 GAY EROTIC CATALOG 

In business for 15 years, Close-Up offers 
men in erotic scenes. Smooth men, Hairy 
men. Real, intense action. $10 coupon 
toward first order. Catalog $5.00 
#4391 Catalog and Preview 


Video #3 $29.95 


2862 SOHO GALLERY 

The Soho Line includes over 300 
notecard images, 8 posters & 10 current 
calendars by some of the world’s best- 
known erotic photographers. 
Catalog 

#2863 Calendar 

+ Free Catalog 


$5.00 
$15.95 


#3439 CONTROLT STUDIOS 
Hundreds of videos, stories and photos! $15 
catalog only $5 with free $5 gift coupon 
on your first order. Catalog $5.00 


#367 ADAM & EVE 

Send today for your full-color, shop-by-mail 
adult catalog filled with videos and books, 
toys, lingerie and much more. Plus get spe- 
cial 50% Off + Free Video Offers. 


Satisfaction guaranteed. $3.00 


#2341 Pa ALL-MALE CATALOG 
We offer an all-color brochure featuring a 
sensational selection of All-Male Videos 
for only... 

#2342 4 Hour All-Male Video 
Sampler 

(includes free brochure) 


#799 4 MALE INSTINCT™ 

The newest and finest man-to-man catalog 
offers a wide selection to fulfill your every 
manly desire plus a large video selection. 


Catalog with $5 Coupon. 
#1023 Preview Video 
+ Free Catalog 


$5.00 
$19.95 


#1387 ODYSSEY MEN 
Simply the best videos and toys available 
anywhere! 100s of titles to choose from. 
Sample this award-winning series. 
Monthly Offers 

#1388 Full Length Video 


$3.00 
$39.95 


#647 4 VOYAGES™ 

CATALOG GROUP 

Curious to satisfy your sensuality? We've 
dedicated over 10 years to develop a collec- 
tion of specialized erotic products from 
around the world. Satisfaction guaranteed, 
no questions asked. Catalog subscription 
+ $10 Savings Certificate + Free Video 
Offer. 3 Issues $10.00 


#4174 4 LOVE SHOTS 

Photo Processing for Lovers 

Share the fantasy with photos. Trust your 
intimate photos and enlargements to an 
understanding and confidential photo lab. 
Let us send you a FREE ROLL OF FILM, 
POSTAGE PAID MAILER and OVER 
$10 IN COUPONS! Experience the dif- 
ference of mail order. Privacy and 


Satisfaction Guaranteed. $3.00 


#2778 OUT WITH THE BOYS 

Can you handle 4 hours of action? A hot 
collection. Catalog $5.00 
"3667 4 Hr.Video 


+ Free Catalog $19.95 


*3457 MAN TO MAN 
M2M... the #1 catalog for the discerning 
male shopper. Page after page of the most 
current men’s fashions, leather wear, jewlery, 
art, music. Single Issue 

#3458 Year subscription 

(4 iss.) with Free 4 oz. 


Lubricant $10.00 


#3817 EXCELLENT VIDEO 
A sensational selection of hard-to-find ALL- 
MALE videos in our colorful catalog. 


Discounts year round. Four-hour videos at 
LOW LOW PRICES! Buy 3 or more 
videos and get a Free Video of your choice. 
Catalog $2.00 


356. S$ 5.00 | 1402 $ 
360 ¢ 3.00 | 1830 $ 
367) 3.00 | 2056 $ 
647 $ 10.00 | 2187 $ 
ch re | 5.00 | 2341 $ 
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1207 FREE | 2778 $ 
1387 $ 3.00 | 2811 $ 
1388 $ 39.95 | 2862 $ 
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by Steven Petrow 


live alone by choice. Since my ex and I 
broke up over a year ago, I’ve reveled 
in doing things my way: leaving a bat- 
talion of coffee mugs all over the 
house, using mesclun instead of but- 
terleaf in salads, and avoiding anyone who 
wears plaid. You see, it’s all in the details. 

So, when my pal Peter and I started talking 
about taking a Hawaiian vacation together, 
first I got excited, then I panicked. Would this 
be like traveling with my ex—one nauseating 
negotiation after another? Most of all, I wor- 
ried: Would this trip ruin our friendship? 

Peter and I go back about four years now. 
We take our dogs, Wolfie and Billie, for sea- 
side runs; we've worked side by side, and 
we've played the occasional tennis game 
(though I hate to admit it, Peter usually 
wins). Most of the time, we’ve played thera- 
pist to each other (“Dump him!” is our fa- 
vorite prescription, no matter what the situ- 
ation). But, before our trip, we'd never spent 
more than four hours in a 
row together. 

In a Kissingeresque téte-a- 
téte, we shoved our calen- 
dars together and carved out 
our 12-day vacation—not 
exactly when I wanted to go 
and not exactly when he 
wanted to go. Still, this was 
much easier than doing it 
with my ex. After all, this was 
really about the calendar. 
With Chris, every issue was 
really about commitment. 

So, negotiation number 
one: a success. But 12 days 
with a perfect stranger? Well, 
not a perfect stranger, but a 
relative one. What if he only 
ate KFC and Burger King on 
holiday? What if he made a pass at me? 
What if he snored? And my worst nightmare: 
What if he wore ugly plaid shorts like Chris? 

Anxieties notwithstanding, on a bright 
sunny morning Peter and I left San Francisco 
for the Big Island. (He was wearing blue jeans 
and a solid color button-downer—no prob- 
lem there).-He let me have the aisle seat 
(Chris and I always wrangled over that one). 
And like girlfriends whose menstrual cycles 
match, we were ready for our naps at precise- 


ly the same time. Not too bad, I thought to 
myself as the 767 shot across the Pacific. 

We arrived and zoomed down to the 
Japanese style bed-and-breakfast I had cho- 
sen. But the stone gate was adjacent to the 
island’s de facto autobahn, and that first 
night I hardly slept a wink, listening through 
the flimsy walls to the parade of motor vehi- 
cles outside, all the while wondering how in 
the hell I could persuade Peter to blow this 
dump. As the sun crept into the sky I gushed, 
“T hate it here, Peter. I’ll never be able to relax. 
We have to find another place.” 

“That’s fine,” he said, with a centeredness 
I admired. And I was worried about him! 
Later he told me he worried: Is this going to 
happen every night? 

But in short order we found a great place to 
stay and our days took shape. Peter loved to 
snorkel and I loved to body surf. Mornings 
were his, afternoons were mine. Smooth, easy, 
and best of all, fun. As our armor came down, 


our laughter came out. Everything seemed 
hysterical: the Canadian with the albino penis; 
Mrs. Arlene Wakefield’s “four-star Gourmet 
magazine tuna boat”; and our mythical pro- 
tector, “Jeff? who saved us from many Hawai- 
ian calamities (like the tsunami we always 
imagined lurked just over the horizon). All 
this fun and we hadn’t even embarked on 
our daily “Best of Mai Tai” project. 

Most important, five days into the trip and 
still no plaid anywhere near Peter’s thighs. 


Soon I became obsessed with a man, a 
dead fellow named Richard Smart, one of 
the island’s wealthiest and most flamboyant 
characters. In his prime, he’d performed on 
Broadway with none other than Nanette 
Fabray (“Sister Nan,” as he referred to her), 
and he cut an album called Smart and 
Continental. 1 demanded we visit his house 
and tomb. It wasn’t long before I was having 
dual fantasies—either of being Richard 
Smart’s lover or just being Richard Smart 
(“Sister Nan! Sister Nan!”). Heck, I was let- 
ting go. “I just want to be me!” Actually, for 
12 days I just wanted to be Richard Smart. 

It wasn’t long before Peter said, in that 
perfectly understated tone of his, “I never 
knew you had such a rich fantasy life.” Did he 
think I was a total wacko? 

Our biggest challenge came on Day Nine, 
a day that will live in infamy. Having taken 
on the role of navigator, I charted a two-day 
trip that would circle the island, including 
time to explore an erupting volcano. Like a 
military invasion, every detail was planned. 
However, by 6 p.m. on the first day, the sky 
turned black; the rain was a monsoon. And, 
according to my master plan, we still had two 
hours of driving ahead on a long and windy 
road. Sounding every bit like my father, I 
proclaimed: “We must go on. We have a plan.” 

“But it’s raining. We can’t see anything. 
Why don’t we spend the night here and con- 
tinue in the morning,” begged Peter. 

“We have a plan,” I said louder. 

Still, I had to pull over; I realized I could 
see nothing. Yes, we should stop and spend 
the night. Peter just happened to know about 
a 19th-century plantation house where we 
could stay. Was this premeditated? I won- 
dered. No matter—it was wonderful. It was 
spontaneous. And the locals had more to add 
about Richard Smart. A total success... 

A couple of weeks ago Peter called and 
asked if I wanted to do another trip with 
him. In fact, it had been on my mind too. 
“You bet,” I answered. And so we're set for 
Key West. My only question is: What will he 
wear? His only question: Who will I become? 

Perfect friends, I say. 6 


On Key West, Steven Petrow will be known as 
Mikey the Musclestud. But either way, he can 
be reached at: spetrow@aol.com. 
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